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UW-River Falls has approximate-

ly 6,551 students on campus and, 
according to statistics, a deciding 
factor on what college a student de-
cides to attend can be tuition cost.

In an article by USA Today, a sur-
vey showed 66.6 percent of students 
surveyed said that the economy sig-
nificantly affected their choice of 
college. While cost may be a sig-
nificant detail in regards to choosing 
a college, there are other important 
details to take into consideration 
such as the programs that are of-
fered.

“The dairy science program at 
River Falls has more connections 
in the dairy industry than other 
schools,” said sophomore Tawna 
Pogreba.

Pogreba said although she took 
tuition into some consideration, her 
main focus was to choose a school 
that would best suit her future plans. 
UWRF ended up being the school 
that fit her perfectly.

“This is a stepping stone for enter-
ing the job market. This is a small 
school so you get more one-on-one 
time with your professors,” she 
said. “I have a guaranteed spot in 
vet school because I heard from the 
school about applying for it. I might 
not have heard about it if I was at a 
bigger school.”

The UW System schools are 
close in tuition prices. According 
to the UW System website, for the 
2012-2013 school year the standard 
UWRF tuition is $3,850.23 a se-
mester for a Wisconsin resident and 
$4,028.07 for a Minnesota resident, 
because of reciprocity. This is com-
pared to UW-Madison tuition, which 
is about $5,189.29 a semester for a 
Wisconsin resident and $6,582.60 
for a Minnesota resident. UW-Eau 
Claire is listed as $4,342.79 a se-
mester for both Wisconsin residents 
and Minnesota residents for the 
standard tuition. 

These tuition prices are compa-
rable to other colleges across the 
country. In order to catch potential 
students’ attention, college recruit-
ers must focus on what their college 
has to offer compared to another. 

“Some of our programs are pretty 

unique such as animal science and 
equine, as well as dairy science. Not 
many schools have that focus,” said 
Yunge Dutton, the visit coordinator 
for admissions. 

Dutton explained that when 
speaking with those interested in at-
tending UWRF, she focuses on what 
the campus has to offer that other 
campuses do not. She agreed that 
although tuition is a deciding factor 
for some future students, location 
also has a big impact on why a stu-
dent would choose to go to a certain 
school. 	

The three main reasons that Dut-
ton said sets River Falls apart from 
other campuses is its location, the 
programs and four colleges it has, as 
well as affordability. 

Junior Alexander Toftness also 
added that choosing a school closer 
to your hometown as well as near 
the cities has its benefits.

“I’m most familiar with this 
school because I live in River Falls 
and the departments I was interested 
in had high ratings,” Toftness said. 
“The cost also had something to do 
with it.”

For sophomore Evan Bohman, 
UWRF is the second college he has 
attended and this is his first year 
here. 

He transferred from a Minnesota 
college and said that it was double 
of a drive back home and it was not 
what he was looking for in a cam-
pus. 

“The location was the biggest 
thing, and the atmosphere,” Bohm-
an said about deciding to transfer to 
UWRF. “This is a smaller town and 
it’s quieter.”

Dutton said that UWRF is also 
unique in the sense that the pro-
grams we offer are highly accred-
ited and have a high success rate. 
She went on to explain that in the 
communicative disorders program 
going through an undergraduate to a 
graduate level has had 100 percent 
job placement success since 1974.  
Programs such as communicative 
disorders help make UWRF even 
more appealing.

“It’s important to have a well-bal-
anced and well-rounded school and 
UWRF offers that,” said Dutton. 
“From academics, to student life, to 
location and to affordability.” 

Governor Scott Walker 
proposed a new performance-
based funding system for 
public schools. This proposal 
was highlighted at an educa-
tion convention that Walker 
attended. 

Sarah Link wrote an article 
in the Badger Herald titled, 
“Walker talks education re-
form for new budget,” which 
outlines what Walker has in 
mind. 

This budget, which is to 
be introduced this month, in-
cludes the performance based 
funding. The budget “would 
help ensure the preparedness 
of teachers as well as school 
and district accountability,” 
Walker said in the article. 

The system will be based 
off the report cards started by 
the Department of Public In-
struction last year. These re-
port cards show how students 
and teachers are performing. 
Schools are measured in such 

categories as student achieve-
ment, class sizes, test scores, 
etc. 

According to Link’s article, 
Walker said in addition to this 
system, there will be funding 
for schools that are still fall-
ing behind in the form of cat-
egorical grants. 

He also said that this sys-
tem is being put in place in 
order to encourage progress 
and growth in schools. 

Link also spoke with State 
Rep. Melissa Sargent of 
Madison about her concerns 
for Walker’s budget. Sargent 
said that Walker may end up 
putting too much money into 
alternative education sys-
tems, which are not held to 
the same criteria as public 
schools. 

Brad Caskey, dean of the 
College of Arts and Sciences 
said that he sees difficul-
ties with this performance-
based system because public 
schools have a different mis-

Student Senate over-
whelmingly passed a resolu-
tion lobbying the Wisconsin 
state legislature to enact a 
UW System state-wide plan 
that increases tuition to give 
UW System faculty a pay 
raise. In the resolution, Sen-
ate pushed for a 2 to 3 percent 
increase in tuition that would 
go towards faculty salaries.

The resolution, which 
passed by a vote of 19-2-
2 during the Feb. 5 meet-
ing, will now be forwarded 
to the UW System Board 
of Regents, State Assembly 
Speaker Robin Vos and to 
Gov. Scott Walker. UW-Ste-
vens Point is the only other 
UW System school to pass 
a similar resolution. If the 
pay-plan is put forth, it would 
be a system-wide initiative. 
Senate’s resolution is simply 
urging the state legislature to 

enact a plan. Even though it 
passed this resolution, it does 
not mean tuition will go up 
unless the legislature acts.

Senate President Bobbi 
O’Brien authored the mo-
tion put before the UW-River 
Falls Senate. She argued that 

for the UW System to keep 
and attract quality professors, 
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Student Support Services helps 
students with stresses of college

Affordability No. 1 reason 
for choosing a university
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Just over three years ago a young 
woman moved onto the UW-River 
Falls campus. She is a Apple Val-
ley High School graduate who con-
sidered herself very prepared for 
college, and a new scholar in the 
Student Support Services (SSS) 
program at UWRF.

With 17 college credits under 
her belt, she enrolled into business 
classes because that was what she 
wanted to do and “no one could tell 
me different,” said UWRF junior 
Ashlee Richmond-Wilks. 

Over the course of three years, a 
lot changed for Richmond-Wilks, 
including her major, which she 
switched to marketing communica-
tions as a result of the support she 
found at SSS through her personal 
coach Linda Jordan.

After struggling with business 
classes, which resulted in her think-
ing about leaving UWRF, she met 
with Jordan who had seen her ef-
fort.

“You know, I just told my parents 
I’m fine, I’m fine, whatever, but 
Linda could see it. You’re strug-
gling,” Richmond-Wilks said.

Richmond-Wilks met with Jor-
dan every week to discuss how she 
was doing and those meetings en-
couraged her to get her grades up, 
Richmond-Wilks said.

This is just one of the roughly 
200 stories of SSS scholars at 
UWRF. The program is designed 

to help low income and first gen-
eration college students succeed 
by connecting students with tutors, 
helping students create positive re-
lationships with their peers through 
the activities they host, teaching 
professional development and pro-
viding personal coaches, like Jor-
dan, that scholars keep the entire 
time they are at UWRF, among 
other things.  

The program holds a focus on, 
“assisting our students with not just 
academic stuff, but lots of social 
stuff, lots of financial things, any 
kind of confusions that they have,” 
said Interim Assistant Director for 
Student Support Services Gina Se-
vick. 

“They’re really into helping you 
become as successful as possible,” 
Richmond-Wilks said.  

There is also 
a social com-
ponent to the 
program that 
connects peers 
through activi-
ties like trips 
to museums or activities like snow 
tubing, Richmond-Wilks said.  

The only bad thing is that “Some-
times there’s so many events that 
you cannot make them all,” Rich-
mond-Wilks said, who tries to fit as 
many in her schedule as she can.

There are many students on the 
UWRF campus who are eligible to 
be a part of this program that is cur-
rently recruiting, said Tutoring Ser-

vices Manager Linnea Ramberg, 
who connects the majority of SSS 
scholars with tutoring services.

Since the program is funded by 
a grant, the program is allowed to 
provide services to roughly 200 
students each year, give or take a 
few depending on the number of 
interested applicants.

“We wish we could serve all the 
students on campus,” Sevick said, 
because she said that she thinks the 
program is valuable and a great re-
source to students.

For Richmond-Wilks, SSS pro-
vided her with academic support 
when she needed it, but has also 
started offering her assistance as 
she prepares for life after gradua-
tion.  

Jordan has helped her prepare re-
sumes and business cards for career 

opportunities 
and helped 
her write let-
ters to busi-
nesses she is 
interested in.  

Richmond-
Wilks is currently working two 
jobs on campus, which she bal-
ances with a full course load. This 
is something she never expected to 
do, but with the support of SSS, she 
is.

“Just because you come from 
nothing or don’t have a lot, doesn’t 
mean you can’t work toward a lot,” 
said Richmond-Wilks.

Student Senators Grady Nelson, Kayla Edstrom, Dominic Riel and Jessica Pett at a 
Senate meeting. Senate passed a motion in support of a new pay-plan for faculty.

“Just because you come 
from nothing or don’t have 

a lot, doesn’t mean you 
can’t work toward a lot,”

UW-River Falls stu-
dents, Lindsay Pluger, 
Lindsay Willaby and 
Maryn Feyereisen 
study in the Fireplace 
Lounge in the Univer-
sity Center during the 
first week back after 
winter break.
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Classes resume for spring semester



UW-River Falls hosts public astronomy 
talks and observatory viewings

The UW-River Falls Physics Department 
begins its spring season of free, public obser-
vatory viewings and astronomy talks on Feb. 
12. Objects to be seen in the telescopes in-
clude planets, globular clusters, open clusters, 
nebulae, galaxies, moons and double stars.

The fi rst stargazing (waxing crescent 
moon) session at 8 p.m. on Tuesday, Feb. 
12, in  Room 271 at Centennial Science Hall 
will include physics professor Eileen Korenic 
presenting “The Comets Are Coming!” The 
discussion precedes the 8:30 p.m. telescope 
viewing on the third fl oor observation deck.

All observatory viewings are dependent on 
a clear sky. Please call 715-425-3560 after 
6 p.m. or visit www.uwrf.edu/PHYS/Sched-
ule.cfm and click on “observatory” to verify 
that the sky is clear enough for viewing. The 
talk will go on as scheduled regardless of the 
weather.

A physics department faculty member and/
or student will staff each telescope and be 
available to answer questions at each open 
telescope session. Observers are encouraged 
to stay and look at as many elements as pos-
sible and feel free to request personal observ-
ing targets.

Since the dome is unheated and the obser-
vation deck is outside open to the elements, 
visitors are advised to dress appropriately for 
the weather. The viewings and talks are suit-
able for all ages.

Email glenn.spiczack@uwrf.edu for more 
information about the observatory or eileen.
korenic@uwrf.edu for more information 
about the astronomy talks.
The Wyman Series at UW-River Falls 
presents: Carnaval Brasileiro

The Wyman Series at UW-River Falls will 
present Carnaval Brasileiro (Brazilian Carni-
val) at 7:30 p.m. on Thursday, Feb. 14, in the 
Falcon’s Nest at the University Center. The 
event is free and open to the public. 

Brazilian “Carnaval” (car-nah-VOW), the 
biggest celebration in the world, features a 
10-piece band, Beira Mar Brasil, complete 
with horn section and hand percussion. The 

event features Brazilian music, food, dancing 
and art.

Prior to the performance, a drumming 
workshop will be offered at 4 p.m. in the Uni-
versity Center. The workshop is free and open 
to the public.

For more information, visit the Twin Cit-
ies’ Carnaval Brasileiro website at http://
www.rkeverest.net/beiramar.htm. For more 
information on these events or accommoda-
tions, call 715-425-4444 or visit http://www.
uwrf.edu/StudentLife/ActivitiesAndEvents/
WymanSeries.cfm.
UW-River Falls student accounting society 
offers free income tax assistance

Tax deadlines are once again approaching 
at a time when many households are seeking 
ways to lower discretionary spending. Fami-
lies and individuals in the River Falls commu-
nity with annual incomes lower than $25,000 
will be able to benefi t from free assistance 
preparing tax returns provided by the UW-
River Falls College of Business and Econom-
ics Student Accounting Society.

The walk-in clinics will take place at 
WESTconsin Credit Union in River Falls on 
a fi rst-come, fi rst-served basis from 6 to 9 
p.m. on Feb. 19 and 26 and March 7 and 14. 
Please note that electronic fi ling is not offered 
at these clinics and the clinics are not for stu-
dents.

In accord with the UWRF College of Busi-
ness and Economics mission of service to the 
University, community and discipline, mem-
bers of the Student Accounting Society have 
provided annual tax preparation assistance 
free of charge to low-income families and in-
dividuals since 2007. The students are over-
seen by Steve DeWald, adjunct professor in 
the College of Business and Economics, who 
teaches a federal taxation class and is the di-
rector of the UWRF Small Business Develop-
ment Center.

For more information about these services, 
contact DeWald at 715-425-0620.
LinkedIn workshop presented by Falcon 
MarComm Club

From 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Tuesday, Feb. 12 
in the Trimbelle River Room in the University 
Center.

It is an opportunity for students to create 
a LinkedIn page with help from student ad-

visors. The MarComm club asks students to 
bring a digital copy of their resume. There is 
also a professional photo opportunity to put 
onto the site - so those students should dress 
appropriately.
Students can declare their independence 
with semester abroad: Europe

Semester Abroad: Europe is looking for 
adventurous, curious, independent-minded 
students who want the reward of creating and 
carrying out their own study projects in a Eu-
ropean country of their choice. 

The program, celebrating its 50th anniver-
sary this year, is open to students in all majors. 
Some recent projects have focused on jazz 
music in Paris, volcanology in Italy, identify-
ing artwork stolen by the Nazis in Germany 
and equine disease research in Great Britain. 
Participants also take advantage of a month of 
independent or small-group travel throughout 
Europe at the end of the fall semester. Con-
tact Brad Gee, 2013 group leader (brad.gee@
uwrf.edu), or come to the next weekly pre-
paratory meeting from 7-9 p.m. on  Tuesday, 
Feb. 12, in room 103 of Davee Library.
Fourth annual Bowls for Hope event to 
benefi t free clinic

UW-River Falls is hosting the fourth annual 
Bowls for Hope event on the UWRF campus, 
from 5-7 p.m., on Tuesday, March 12, in the 
Riverview Ballroom of the University Center. 
Each year UWRF works with the community 
to raise funds through Bowls for Hope for a 
worthy organization that makes a difference 
in the St. Croix Valley. Proceeds this year will 
benefi t the Free Clinic of Pierce and St. Croix 
Counties. 

For an entrance fee of $20/adult and $5/
children 12 and under, participants will se-
lect and keep a bowl that was created in ce-
ramic/pottery classes at UWRF, River Falls 
High School, Meyer Middle School, the 
Renaissance Academy or by area artists. At-
tendees may then sample, at no extra charge, 
soups donated and served by area restaurants. 
Guests will have the opportunity to vote for 
their favorite soup of the evening.

The Free Clinic of Pierce and St. Croix 
Counties serves approximately 700 patients 
a year, more than 60 percent of whom have 
household incomes below the Federal Poverty 
Level. For every one dollar raised, the Free 

Clinic of Pierce and St. Croix Counties can 
provide $33 of prescription medications. 

“Every Tuesday night we have new patients 
that qualify for services,” said Mary Conroy-
Johnson, chair of the Free Clinic of Pierce 
and St. Croix Counties’ Board of Directors. 
“A high percentage of the new patients have 
chronic illnesses that require regular prescrip-
tions. Funds raised from the Bowls for Hope 
event will be used primarily to obtain diabetic 
test strips, as resources that allowed the clin-
ic to obtain them at a discounted price have 
dried up.” 

The 2012 Bowls for Hope event raised 
$5,500 for the River Falls Community Food 
Pantry. To date, Bowls for Hope has raised 
more than $15,000 for local charitable orga-
nizations.

Tickets to the event can be purchased at the 
River Falls Area Chamber of Commerce and 
Tourism Bureau (214 N. Main Street) or by 
contacting the UWRF Chancellor’s Offi ce at 
715-425-3201. Tickets will also be available 
at the door, but purchasing a ticket in advance 
will guarantee a bowl.

Artists contributing bowls include Doug 
Johnson, Ingrid Bjerstedt-Rogers, Bob Fritz, 
S.C. Rolf, Diane Webster, Joe Singewald, 
Doug Peterson, Bob Brodersen, Wendy Ol-
son, Ben Gavin, Jay Jensen, Jennifer King, 
Michael Luethmers, Dan Nistler, Scott Ze-
inert, Randy Johnston, Jan McKeachie-John-
ston, Randy Johnston’s class at UWRF, Anne 
Buchholz’s class at the Renaissance Acad-
emy, River Falls High School pottery classes 
taught by Gina Pedriana-Basche, and Kelyn 
King’s class at Meyer Middle School.

Participating restaurants include UWRF 
Sodexo Dining Services, Dish & the Spoon 
Café, Juniors Bar & Grill, Paddy Ryan’s Irish 
Pub, Perkins Family Restaurant, South Fork 
Café, West Wind Supper Club, Bo’s N Mine, 
Copper Kettle, Coach’s Bar & Grill, Whole 
Earth Co-op and River Falls Hospital Sodexo 
Dining Services.

“It is wonderful for us to be associated with 
such a classy, fun event,” Conroy-Johnson 
said.

For more information, visit http://www.
uwrf.edu/bowlsforhope or contact Mary Van 
Galen at mary.vangalen@uwrf.edu.

River Falls Police/UWRF Police Department
Jan. 16
• A state vehicle was damaged in the P Lot.
Feb. 1
• Remi Lynn Goetzke was fi ned $263.50 for underage consumption at McMillan Hall.
• Matthew William Rude was fi ned $263.50 for underage consumption at McMillan Hall.
Feb. 3
• Braden Louis Zaruba was fi ned $716 for possession of marijuana and drug paraphernalia at the South 

Fork Suites.
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News briefs:

Editor’s note: Information for this section is taken from River Falls Police and UW-
River Falls Police Department incident reports.

UW-River Falls faculty, 
staff and students are now 
able to try out the beta ver-
sion of a new library search 
tool that was recently imple-
mented. 

The new search tool, called 
Search@UW, is currently be-
ing introduced in all 13 UW 
System, four-year, schools, 
with hopes of being fully in-
tegrated by the fall of 2013. 
The new tool is funded in 
the fi rst year by the UW Sys-
tem, and schools can request 
ongoing funding for future 
years. 

With the beta version, users 
are currently able to search a 
vast collection of scholarly 

journals, magazines, news-
papers and digital materi-
als. Once the full version is 
implemented by fall 2013, 
everything from all the UW 
libraries will be available in-
cluding: millions of books, 
videos, sound recordings, 
manuscripts and much more. 
There will be access to full-
text articles from thousands 
of journals. 

To begin a search, users 
enter the keywords for their 
topic in the search box. After 
a search has been entered, a 
list of results that matches the 
keywords will appear. Users 
are then able to use the fac-
ets on the left side to focus 
or narrow the search. The 
facets are specifi c categories 
for narrowing down searches. 

They could be categories like 
peer-reviewed (scholarly) ar-
ticles or full-text articles.  

UWRF Library Director 
Valerie Malzacher explained 
that the new search tool is 
extremely user friendly. She 
said it is easier to use and 
navigate than the previous 
search tool and also much 
faster. 

“It is defi nitely easier to 
narrow down search results 
with this tool. The different 
facets really help you fi nd 
exactly what you are looking 
for.”

Users on campus are able 
to search with the tool with-
out logging in, however Mal-
zacher said that it is much 
easier if users just log in from 
the beginning of their search 

in order to make use of all the 
options available. If a book or 
other material is not available 
from UWRF, but UW-Mad-
ison or another school has 
it, then the inter-library loan 
system can be used which re-
quires users to be logged in to 
utilize. 

As of right now, not all 
features in Search@UW are 
available to users off cam-
pus. However, by fall 2013, 
students will be able to log in 
and make use of options like 
viewing their library account 
and saving items to their e-
shelf.

Head of Technical Services 
Michele McKnelly said that 
with the old search tool you 
can save searches, but it is 
not very effi cient or easy so 

the e-shelf will be a great ad-
dition with Search@UW.

McKnelly is chairing the 
local committee for the im-
plementation of Search@UW 
and has been very involved 
with the process leading up 
to the integration of the new 
tool.    

The old search tool, Super-
Search, will not completely 
go away. It can still be used 
for more specifi c searches for 
articles only. 

One class has already had 
a library instruction session 
where they learned how to 
use Search@UW and there 
will be many more sessions 
this semester. Malzacher 
hopes that through these ses-
sions and other forms of out-
reach such as information in 

the Falcon Daily e-newslet-
ter, etc., students will become 
aware of the new tool and be-
gin to use it. 

“I noticed the change on 
the library home page, but I 
haven’t used the new search 
yet. I am excited to try it and 
hope that it is better than the 
old one,” said UWRF senior 
Emily Kessler. 

For those students or fac-
ulty who have already used 
Search@UW, there is a link 
on the library home page to a 
feedback form where you can 
leave your thoughts on the 
new tool. 

“The search tool is really 
meant to help students to dis-
cover. It is really just the be-
ginning,” said McKnelly. 

  

Brittany Flatten

brittany.fl atten@my.uwrf.edu

Library introduces improved search tool
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UW-River Falls will be-
come tobacco-free on July 
1, 2013. Chancellor Dean 
Van Galen signed off on the 
motion after approval from 
Student and Faculty Senate, 
along with the support of the 
Chancellor’s Task Force on a 
Campus Tobacco Policy.

The policy defines tobacco 
to include any lighted ciga-
rette (such as clove, bidis, 
kreteks), cigars, pipes and 
hookah products; any smok-
ing products (such as e-cig-
arettes); and any smokeless, 
spit or spitless, dissolvable 
or inhaled tobacco products 
including, but not limited 
to, dip, chew, snuff or snus 
in any form (such as orbs, 
sticks, pellet, etc.).

“This policy represents a 
significant step forward in 
creating a more healthy learn-
ing and work environment at 
UW-River Falls.  As stated 
in the policy, ‘the success 
of this policy will depend 
on the courtesy, respect, and 
cooperation of users and non-
users of tobacco products.’ In 
this spirit, I look forward to 
working with the campus 

community as we transition 
to a tobacco-free campus,” 
Chancellor Van Galen said.

The policy, which was 
signed by Van Galen on Dec. 
18, 2012, states that “smok-
ing or the use of other to-
bacco products is prohibited 
on all campus grounds (col-
lege owned, controlled, and/
or leased); college owned or 
leased properties; and cam-
pus owned, leased or rented 
vehicles.”

This includes, but is not 
limited to, all University 
streets and sidewalks, park-
ing lots, landscaped areas, 
outdoor athletic facilities and 
recreational areas; at lectures, 
conferences, meets and social 
and cultural events held on 
campus property or campus 
grounds. It is also prohibited 
in the interior of all buildings, 
including campus residence 
halls.

“It will definitely be a 
change for our conservative 
campus. It will be interest-
ing to see how the students 
and public reacts,” said Stu-
dent Senate President Bobbi 
O’Brien.

Student Senator Hannah 
Carlson voiced displeasure 
over the policy.  

“Why do we always have to 
be concerned with what oth-
ers are doing? I don’t smoke, 
but I don’t go around telling 
others to stop because it is my 
opinion,” Carlson said.  “I’ve 
been to smoke-free campuses 
and there are cigarette butts 
all over the sidewalks.”

Carlson was also con-
cerned about the enforcement 
of the new policy.  

The policy states that “en-
forcement of this policy will 
depend upon the cooperation 
of all faculty, staff and stu-
dents to not only comply with 
the policy, but also to encour-
age others to comply in or-
der to promote a healthy and 
clean environment in which 
to work, learn, and live.”

“It’s not a realistic plan. 
Peers are not going to con-
front one another or their pro-
fessors if they are smoking,” 
Carlson said.

Keven Syverson, a mem-
ber of the Chancellor’s Task 
Force on a Campus Tobacco 
Policy expressed more opti-
mism in the enforcement of 
the policy, especially since 
it is supported by members 
of the campus community he 
said.

“At this point, enforcement 

will be voluntary. We know 
most campus members are 
law abiding citizens and want 
to follow the rules,” Syverson 
said. “We also know that 70 
percent of students support a 
tobacco-free campus policy.  
However, we know some 
may not choose to comply 
with this policy.  That is not 
to say that more formal meth-
ods won’t have to be used on 
those who choose to repeat-
edly disobey the policy.”

The 70 percent Syverson 
is referring to is the results of 
a survey conducted by Sen-
ate via email to all UWRF 
students where 695 students 
responded last fall. Out of 
the 695, 487 said they would 
support a tobacco-free cam-
pus whereas 30 percent or 
208 people did not.

The policy also says that 
UWRF “acknowledges and 
supports the findings of the 
Surgeon General that tobacco 
use in any form, active and 
passive is a significant health 
hazard.”

“We know this is an impor-
tant step for the health of this 
campus and we look forward 
to July 1, 2013, when this 
policy is implemented,” said 
Syverson.

Chancellor’s signature makes 
campus tobacco-free on July 1

sion than private schools. 
Public schools have to be 
accessible. An example he 
gave was if a public school 
has more special needs kids 
enrolled than in a private 
school, it is hard to decide 
who is going to get funding 
based on performance. 

However, Caskey says that 
he sees this affecting K-12 
schools rather than having 
a large impact on universi-

ties. He said that it is “hard 
to judge that a college is 
failing.” He emphasized this 
point by saying that colleges 
do not have standardized 
tests, where K-12 schools do. 

When asked about how 
he felt UWRF was perform-
ing, as far as things such as 
graduation rates and grades 
go, Caskey said that retention 
rates at UWRF are lower than 
he would like them to be, 
especially when it comes to 
the freshman and sophomore 
retention rates. Though it all 

comes back to accessibility. 
If the University changed 

the admission strategy, i.e. 
making it more difficult for a 
student to get accepted, reten-
tion rates would just continue 
to go down. 

Though again, Caskey 
does not see this new pro-
posal affecting universities. 
He said it would change the 
world if this happened at the 
college level. Caskey also 
added that this sort of system 
cycles about every 10 years. 
“The problem is it’s almost 

illogical logic if schools with 
worse performance get less 
money,” he said. 

UWRF junior Courtney 
Pearson is not a fan of the 
budget proposal. 

“I think it’s ridiculous be-
cause students learn at differ-
ent paces” she said. “It should 
not be the teacher’s fault if a 
student is not doing well.” 

Pearson added if there is a 
really good student but they 
get a bad grade, they should 
not be punished for it. 

Budget: School performances considered

they need to be paid accord-
ingly. She cited an article 
from the Milwaukee Journal 
Sentinel on Dec. 8, 2012, that 
backed UW System President 
Kevin Reilly who said faculty 
in the UW System get paid 
18 percent below the national 
average.

“We need to uphold our 
reputation and provide 
the best staff to students,” 
O’Brien said. “The cost of 
living is going up so we need 
to adjust to provide for fac-
ulty and staff and we need to 
pay them more.”

Senator Hannah Carlson 
however, argued that a big 
reason why so many students 
come to UWRF is that tuition 
is affordable and that by in-
creasing tuition UWRF would 
lose many of the students that 
they hoped to attract through 
quality professors.

“One of the main reasons I 
came to UWRF was because 
I knew that if I worked hard 
I could pay for tuition by my-
self,” Carlson said. 

She also stated she be-
lieves faculty do get paid well 
enough, especially compared 
to the private sector. “Fac-
ulty at UWRF make between 
$50,000-$100,000.  It is im-
portant that we don’t alienate 
those students who come here 
for the low costs,” Carlson 
said.

If the legislature passes a 
pay-plan with a 2 to 3 percent 
increase, each UWRF student 
could see their tuition go up 
$68-$102 per semester based 

on the $3,392.04 in tuition 
that was due for spring se-
mester 2013.

O’Brien argued that UWRF 
will lose qualified and the 
dedication of professors be-
cause of  the 18 percent dif-
ference. “It is hard to replace 
those that are qualified,” 
O’Brien said. 

Senator A.J. Hanson, 
though he voted yes on the 
motion, said this motion is 
not just for UWRF but for 
all of state so it doesn’t nec-
essarily make UWRF more 
marketable or attractive for 
professors.  

O’Brien also made it clear 
that faculty are mostly paid 
through tuition dollars and 
that without raising tuition 
there will not be an increase 
in pay.

Senator Derek Johnson also 
voiced concern over the reso-
lution. He chose to abstain 
from voting, but during the 
Senate meeting he said that 
while he agrees UWRF needs 
to attract quality professors, 
this resolution doesn’t make 
that happen. The motion only 
increases the pay, he said, and 
it does not mean that UWRF 
hires more professors or that 
there will be smaller class 
sizes.

With the passage of the 
motion by the Senate, Presi-
dent O’Brien will now take 
the resolution to the UW Sys-
tem Student Representatives 
meeting with a goal of getting 
more schools to pass similar 
measures. 

It is unclear whether this 
will be on the state legisla-
ture’s agenda.

Ashley Goettl
ashley.goettl@my.uwrf.edu

Pay-plan: Gives UW 
System faculty raise

Have a favorite professor?
Nominate him/her for a 

professor profile!

Send your nomination to editor@
uwrfvoice.com by 5:00 p.m. Tuesdays



Ethical citizenship does 
not have to mean living 
with doom and gloom and 
constantly making sacrifi ces. 
Lately, I’ve chosen to not be 
discouraged by the damages 
we have caused to the earth. 
Instead, I look for ways to 
be happier by being closer to 
nature. 

Throughout human his-
tory, we’ve evolved to heal 
faster, be more content, live 
longer and thrive in nature. I 
might be hypersensitive, but 
I’m wired to be headachy, 
dry-eyed and lethargic if I 
don’t do one meaningful 
activity outside each day. 
And sometimes, in nega-
tive 10 degree weather, that 
simply means shoveling the 
driveway or making the short 
walk to the library. 

As an alternative to 
punishing myself for all the 
unsustainable things I do 
everyday, I choose to focus 
on what will make me happy 
as an individual within 
nature. For example, this 
weekend, I’m going on the 
Kinni Outdoor Adventures 
(KOA) cross-country ski trip 
(http://www.uwrf.edu/Rec-
reationAndSportFacilities/
KinniOutdoorAdventures/). 

Maybe I’ll meet some new 
friends and enjoy some 
sunshine. Maybe I’ll realize 
I’d rather sweat while cross-
country skiing than hibernate 
while watching TV when 
it’s freezing out. Maybe my 
fi rst contact with KOA will 
inspire me to want to come 
back for their volunteer day 
in April they host a com-
munity clean up of the South 
Fork of the Kinnickinnic 
River.

It might be more effective 
to learn what you love and 
let the hard decisions come 
later. Ducks Unlimited is a 
great example. Over 70 years 
ago, sportsmen began to no-
tice that waterfowl numbers 
were dwindling alarmingly. 
Because of their love of 
hunting, thus the concern 
for the game’s survival, they 
created Ducks Unlimited, 
an infl uential and effective 
conservation organization. 
I grew up in Chicago, and 
as of yet have never hunted. 
Now living in rural North-
west Wisconsin, I’ve been 
exposed to hunters that know 
and protect the land I value 
as home. Hunters concerned 
with sustainability are (to 
me) powerful agents of 
change in the wildlife world 
because it is intertwined with 
their interests and desires. 

Often the full defi nition 
of sustainability is waylaid 
to highlight its environmen-
tal aspect (‘Planet’). But it 
encompasses ‘people’ and 

‘profi t’ as well. ‘People,’ 
or social justice, is about 
achieving equity for folks of 
all walks of life. UW-River 
Falls’ PEACE (Peer Empow-
erment and Community En-
gagement) program is a great 
example of working toward 
social sustainability. Last 
semester I attended an amaz-
ing workshop they hosted on 
campus called “Introduction 
to Kingian Nonviolence.” 
We got the honor of working 
with Bernard Lafayette, a 
longtime civil rights activ-
ist, and worked as a group 
to problem solve how we 
might foster inclusivity and 
diversity on campus. 

‘Profi t,’ the other over-
looked aspect of sustainabil-
ity can directly relate to us 
as students. Are low-income 
students getting the fund-
ing they need to succeed 
and stay in school like their 
peers? Are we receiving a 
living wage (sustainably 
meeting our basic needs) by 
working the entry-level jobs 
we -as of yet- only qualify 
for? Will I make a living 
by pursuing my passion? In 
order for a social justice or 
environmental program to 
succeed, the profi t to sustain 
the program and its people 
has to be there. 

I’m a conservation major, 
so one might argue that my 
passion for sustainable living 
comes from my studies. A 
bond with nature is accessi-
ble to everyone though. The 

academics provide the scien-
tifi c reasoning of “how?” but 
the real answer to “why?” 
is, perhaps, because you 
love to go hunting on land 
that is threatened by subur-
ban sprawl, or because the 
lake that your family cabin 
is on is infested with zebra 
mussels, or like me, because 
you grew up in a city and 
glimpses of nature were rare 
and thus valuable. 

UWRF is not the fi rst col-
lege I’ve attended. I started 
out as an art history major 
and then spent summers 
working and living on small-
scale farms focused on social 
and environmental justice. 
My interest in sustainability 
came through my studies in 
art history as well as my time 
laboring in the fi elds. Where 
did your path in sustainabil-
ity begin?

What do you see that’s 
lacking in regards to campus 
sustainability? What de-
serves applause? What are 
you doing or would like to 
do on campus that relates to 
people, planet and/or profi t? 
I will feature your sustain-
ability events (please give 
me two weeks notice), ideas, 
successes stories, gripes, etc. 
E-mail: molly.breitmun@
my.uwrf.edu.

Molly is a non-traditional student majoring 
in conservation with a minor in GIS. Her in-
terest in campus sustainability was fostered 
by becoming an undergraduate fellow for 
the St. Croix Institute for Sustainable Com-
munity Development (SCISCD) as well as by 
her peers in the Student Alliance for Local 
and Sustainable Agriculture (SALSA).
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Reading Corps, good opportunity for graduates
I graduated from UW-River Falls last spring and one of 

my biggest concerns was what I was going to do for work. I 
learned about Minnesota Reading Corps and Minnesota Math 
Corps and decided to join this AmeriCorps program. Minne-
sota Math Corps tutors work with students in fourth - eighth 
grade to help achieve algebra profi ciency. Over 1,000 Minne-
sota Reading Corps tutors work on literacy skills with children 
age three through grade three.  As a Minnesota Reading Corps 
tutor, I can honestly say that I love what I do every day. 

Minnesota Reading Corps is not your typical job, but an 
11-month commitment to service. Minnesota Reading Corps 
is a statewide initiative to help students to become successful 
readers by the end of third grade. Today, nearly one in fi ve 
third graders in Minnesota are failing to achieve basic literacy 
skills. This year, Minnesota Reading Corps tutors will work 
with close to 30,000 students at over 600 different schools 
across the state.  Minnesota Reading Corps is the nation’s larg-
est state AmeriCorps program.  

I was able to work with children through the extracurricu-
lar activities that I was involved in at UWRF - including Big 
Brothers Big Sisters, cross country, track, InterVarsity and 
Destination. These experiences contributed to my passion to 
continue to work with students. Now, I look forward to my 
mornings - greeting my students, my one-on-one interactions 
with them, my students’ reactions when they reach their read-
ing goals and the endless stories and hugs I receive every day. 

Full-time Reading Corps tutors, such as myself, receive a 

living stipend, health insurance and are eligible for an educa-
tion award at the end of their year of service. Tutors receive 
extensive training and support throughout their service. Tutors 
use research-based methods working one-on-one or in small 
groups using individualized learning strategies to lead strug-
gling readers. Graphs are produced and I often show these 
graphs to my students so they can see their improvement. 
Their responses are one of the great things I love about my job.  

My fast-paced day never gets old. I look forward to seeing 
each one of my students for different reasons. I love the sup-
portive school I serve at and the fun, dedicated, teachers I get 
to work with. I would not change it for anything. Not only is 
this a fun experience, but also a great experience in the work-
ing world that prepares tutors for their next professional step 
in any career.

I graduated from UWRF with a journalism degree, and fol-
lowing graduation, a position like this was the last thing on 
my mind. Looking ahead at graduation, consider your options.  
Minnesota Reading Corps and Minnesota Math Corps are only 
year-long commitments with many benefi ts. It is perfect tim-
ing for your next chapter in life to try something new and gain 
some valuable skills. You can be one of the 1,000+ tutors in 
Minnesota changing children’s lives. Look into www.Minne-
sotaReadingCorps.org or www.MinnesotaMathCorps.org.

Jessie Behrman
UW-River Falls Alumna

Letter to the editor
David Recine/ Student Voice

Pay-plan to 
increase tuition 
harms students, 
UWRF enrollment

On Feb. 5 Student Senate passed a resolution 
proposing that the UW System raise tuition 2-3 
percent to give faculty a pay raise.

Their reasoning was that UW System faculty 
get paid 18 percent below the national average 
and that if UW-River Falls is to attract quality 
professors, we must pay them accordingly.

We here at the Student Voice agree completely 
that quality professors are a part of what makes 
UWRF a great place to be.

However, we also know that UWRF has one 
of the highest percentages of low-income stu-
dents in the entire UW System. That being said, 
raising tuition is the wrong thing to do. Sure 2-3 
percent doesn’t seem like a lot, but it could be 
$68-$100 per semester, per student.

A USA Today article showed that 66.6 percent 
of college students said the economy has a big 
impact on their college choice. 

We agree and believe that the low cost to at-
tend UWRF is a key factor in what separates us 
from all the other schools and why many stu-
dents come here. 

 If we continue to raise tuition, we will lose 
in enrollment what we had hoped to attract in 
bringing in better professors.

This motion also does not guarantee that we 
would hire more professors. It is simply a pay 
raise.

The motion Senate passed is now forwarded 
to the UW System Board of Regents and the 
Wisconsin State Legislature. 

Tuition will not increase unless the legislature 
approves this plan or a similar one.  

We are urging the state legislature to approve 
no such plan and to remember to keep tuition 
low.

It is a competitive world for colleges to attract 
students and if UWRF wants to maintain that 
competitive edge, we must keep tuition low.

Senate has good intentions with this motion 
and we do know that our faculty are hurting as 
the cost of living has increased dramatically.  
However, we do feel that faculty do get paid 
adequately for the job they are given and that 
increasing tuition is unfair to the students of 
UWRF.



 The Sandy Hook El-
ementary School shooting in 
Connecticut that claimed the 
lives of 20 children and six 
adults has sparked a debate 
concerning gun control. 
Although there are valid dis-
cussion points on the issue 

of gun control, this constant back-and-forth ultimately serves 
as a distraction from the real issue. If America is serious 
about putting an end to this unnecessary violence, we must 
begin to reconnect with one another on the most basic human 
level.

The facts of the investigation have caused policymakers 
to explore different options for gun regulation. Adam Lanza, 
the shooter, entered the school with hundreds of rounds of 
ammunition, and he had enough ammunition to kill almost 
every student in the elementary school, if he had been given 
enough time. The loss of life in this situation would have 
been signifi cantly diminished had he not possessed an assault 
rifl e.

An assault rifl e is defi ned as “a rapid-fi re, magazine-fed 
automatic rifl e designed for infantry use” (New Oxford 
American Dictionary). Because these weapons are designed 
for military use, there is absolutely no practical reason for 
why a civilian should have one. If anything is going to be 

resolved on the issue of gun control, it will be the implemen-
tation of an assault weapons ban. Citizens should have the 
right to keep and bear arms such as handguns, hunting rifl es 
and other similar types of guns. However, they should not be 
allowed to keep and bear assault weapons or semi-automatic 
weapons that are capable of claiming hundreds of lives in a 
matter of seconds.

While it is obvious that an assault weapons ban would di-
minish the loss of life in these tragic situations, it would not 
prevent these incidents from occurring altogether. The guns 
themselves are not the main problem. 

The main problem lies within the people who get their 
hands on the guns. It is clear that the citizens behind these 
heinous crimes typically have major psychological issues. 
More often than not, the people who surround these citizens 
on a daily basis are aware of these detrimental characteristics. 
However, instead of reaching out to these troubled people, 
we tend to alienate them from the rest of society. This alien-
ation only serves to worsen the problem, thus making it more 
likely that the circumstance will have a negative outcome.

In Lanza’s case, it was very apparent that he came from a 
diffi cult family circumstance. His mother was a gun enthu-
siast and survivalist who rarely allowed outsiders to enter 
their home, and Lanza hardly left the home. In addition, it 
was found that his mother had attempted to commit him to 
a mental institution shortly before the shooting took place. 

Despite knowing all of these things to be true, nobody in the 
neighborhood or community attempted to reach out to Lanza 
or his family because the American public has a stigma for 
those who are mentally ill. Instead, we chose to ignore these 
people because we often believe it is a professional’s job to 
deal with their psychological issues.  

If even one person would have reached out to the Lanza 
family to let them know that somebody cared, the Sandy 
Hook Elementary School shooting may have been prevent-
able. 

Letting a person know that he or she is valued and accept-
ed can make a monumental difference in the course of that 
person’s life. However, if we do not even make the attempt to 
connect with the people around us, we will never know what 
impact we may have had the opportunity to make.

Clearly reaching out to the troubled people around us will 
not stop every shooting in the United States, but it is a very 
good start. All too often people look at incidents such as the 
Sandy Hook Elementary School shooting and fail to see how 
their actions could have made a difference. 

Instead, we choose to ignore our responsibility in the 
outcome by diverting our attention to peripheral issues, such 
as gun control. Until the American people begin to reach out 
to one another and reconnect with those who appear to be 
struggling, this perpetual cycle of violence will continue to 
plague our nation.
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Gun control debate more than just guns

Be the fi rst person to fi nd the lost Freddy 
the Falcon Feather in this issue of the Voice 

and win two free movie passes to the 
Falls Theatre!

The fi rst person to report the fi nd to 
editor@uwrfvoice.com 

AFTER 10 a.m. Friday wins.

Find Freddyʻs Feather!

scott neby - senior morgan karmschuster - freshman

emily black - freshmanbobby kliewer - sophomore

“Really good 
accounting 
program.”

“It is close:
 it’s an hour and 

half drive away.”

“My sister was 
going to the 
University for 
physics and I 
decided to follow in 

her footsteps.”

“It’s a public 
institution where the 

community feels like a 
private school.”
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Goals left to achieve for winter teams 
Ashley Goettl 

ashley.goettl@my. uwrf.edu

While the spring semester is just beginning, for six Fal-
con athletic teams, their seasons are coming to a close. The 
women’s hockey team continues to be a national powerhouse, 
while the men’s hockey team, along with women’s basketball, 
will be upset minded during the first round of playoffs. The 
men’s and women’s swim and dive teams will be aiming for 
personal and school records as they compete in the WIAC 
Championships, and the men’s basketball team will be look-
ing to build for next year after falling from WIAC tournament 
champions last year, to possibly not even making the WIAC 
tournament this year.

Women’s Hockey
The women’s hockey team is ranked No. 5 in the country 

according to the Feb. 4 U.S. College Hockey Online (US-
CHO) poll. With a 14-4-2 overall record, the Falcons have 
garnered national attention by making an appearance in the 
NCAA tournament for the past four seasons. But for the past 
three seasons the Falcons have fallen in the NCAA quarter-
finals to a familiar foe: Gustavus Adolphus. Gustavus has 
beaten the Falcons twice already this season, but both contests 
were decided by one goal.

However, 14th-year coach Joe Cranston said his team is 
playing their best hockey since the start after break.          

“I think down the stretch you will see more consistency 
with every shift, every period and every game. We are mov-
ing better than any team that I have coached over the last 14 
years, and that is very important,” Cranston said. “I think we 
are going to be a tough team to beat, the girls know it, and we 
are confident going in to the last part of the season and in to 
the playoffs.”

Cranston has every reason to be confident, as the Falcons 
are not only in first place in the NCHA conference, but are 
also first in goals scored and goals against, as well as first in 
the power play and penalty kill. During their past six games 
they have gone 6-0 while out-scoring their opponents 46-3.

UWRF has four games left at Hunt Arena, including a final 
regular season series with No. 7 Lake Forest on Feb. 16 and 
17.

Men’s Hockey
While the women’s team has been consistently at the top 

of the standings all season, the men’s hockey team has been 
dubbed “wildly inconsistent” by head coach Steve Freeman.  
The potential to skate with the best in the nation is there, said 
Freeman, but it is just a matter of which Falcon hockey team 
shows up on any given night.

This comes to no surprise to Freeman, the winningest coach 
in UWRF’s storied program’s history, as the NCHA has two 
teams ranked nationally and two more, including the Falcons, 
who received votes but were just shy of making the top 15.  
Freeman won his 300th career game with the team’s 3-1 vic-

tory over St. John’s on Jan. 5.  
The Falcons have an 11-9-3 record heading into the final 

weekend of the regular season as they travel to take on St. 
Scholastica and UW-Superior Feb. 8 and 9. Adam Cardwell 
leads the Falcons with 13 goals this season.

The Falcons are coming off a season where they were upset 
by UW-Eau Claire in the first round of the NCHA playoffs 
after tying for second in the regular season and winning the 
WIAC title a year ago. But now, Eau Claire has clinched the 
NCHA and WIAC titles and the Falcons will be looking for 
revenge should they meet in the postseason.

“We can beat anyone on any given night,” Freeman said. 
“The playoffs make for a great atmosphere because it is where 

mistakes are heightened 
and great performances 
are remembered.” 

Women’s 
Basketball
The women’s bas-

ketball team is coming 
off an appearance in the 
NCAA tournament a sea-
son ago. But after losing 
four starters from last 
season, the Falcons carry 
a young roster. This has 
led to a roller-coaster 
season, according to the 
WIAC standings, but the 
Falcons believe that as 
the postseason nears the 
team has seen improve-
ments.

“The season has gone 
well so far,” said Brittany 
Gregorich. “Our record 
may not show it, but we 
have been in every game. 
We are pretty young, so 
every practice and game 
has been important in 
order to become a better 
team. Everyone is very 
eager to learn and get 
better which will help 
the program in the long 
run.”

If the playoffs started today, the Falcons would be the No. 5 
seed in the six-team tournament with a 7-6 WIAC record and 
13-9 overall record.  

Coach Cindy Holbrook said the Falcons will play to their 
strengths, which includes rebounding in the close games.

“Obviously we’d like to win every game and will fight like 
crazy to do that,” Holbrook added. “We have to take care of 
the things we can control and the results will fall where they 
fall. We’ve been a great rebounding team all year and we have 
to really commit to that right now. Our seniors have done a 
great job leading our team. Brittany Gregorich is the best re-
bounder in the WIAC just by working her tail off, and she’s 
had an unbelievable season,” Holbrook said.

Gregorich leads the entire WIAC in rebounds, averaging 
10.3 per game. The next highest was 7.6 from an Eau Claire 
player, a team which the Falcons just beat on Feb. 2.

The Falcons will close out the regular season with a trip to 
first place UW-Whitewater on Feb. 16.

Men’s Basketball
Last season UWRF men’s basketball made history by win-

ning their first-ever WIAC Tournament Championship by de-
feating the eventual nation-champions, UW-Whitewater.

But after losing four starters like the women’s team and 
having their only returning starter Ollie White having to de-
clare a medical red shirt to end his season, the Falcons have 
struggled to win games in a tough conference.

The Falcons are 8-14 overall and 3-10 in the WIAC. A win 
over Eau Claire on Feb. 2 pulled the Falcons out of last place 
in the conference. With only three WIAC games remaining, 
UWRF will have to fight to even make the WIAC tournament 
as only the top six teams out of the nine advance.

“Obviously, the season has not gone as planned,” said head 
coach Jeff Berkof. “But, with two weeks to go, we continue to 
try and get better each day and look forward to getting a few 
more wins like we did this past Saturday versus Eau Claire.  
We have been playing better of late and it’s nice to see the 
improvement. Finishing the season strong can only help the 
program for next year.” 

One of the bright spots for the Falcons has been the im-

proved play of sophomore guard Arik Smith. Smith leads the 
team by averaging 14 points per game. He had career-high 
28 points against UW-Platteville on Jan. 26. Smith said that 
despite the disappointments, he sees the team making strides.

“The season isn’t going as planned, but as a young team 
we have taken many positive steps forward and are steadily 
improving with every practice,” Smith said.

Men’s Swim and Dive
The men’s swim and dive team takes a 5-2 record into the 

WIAC Championships held in Brown Deer, Wis., Feb. 14-16.  
While last year’s squad placed sixth at the WIAC Champi-

onships, this year’s record-breaking team is looking forward 
to improving their standing among the league’s elite.

Victor Lara, a freshman swimmer from Sao Paulo, Brazil, 
has been one of the team’s top competitors. In last week’s duel 
meet at Hamline, Lara placed first in four different events, in 
the 200-medley relay, 50 and 100 freestyle, and 200 IM. He 
believes his team will reach the podium come the conference 
championships.

“The swim team is probably the strongest and largest group 
of recent years. This season, the swimmers are really focused 
on achieving their personal bests times and are also helping 
each other in the relay’s events,” said Lara. “Furthermore, our 
team had an improvement every swim meet, dropping a lot of 
seconds on each of their events.”

David Zaske has also made great strides for the Falcons.  
Against Hamline he made school history in the 100 and 200 
breaststroke. His time of 1:03.93 in the 100 was the 10th best 
time in school history and his time of 2:19.42 in the 200 was 
the eighth best.

The Falcons’ toughest competitors may by UW-Stevens 
Point who has won the WIAC for 13 consecutive seasons, ac-
cording the WIAC website.

Women’s Swim and Dive
The women’s swim and dive team is fresh off a 154-117 

victory over Hamline and is looking to carry that momentum 
into the WIAC Championships Feb. 14-16 in Brown Deer, 
Wis., where they, too, will be looking to improve on last year’s 
sixth place performance. 

Although their record stands at an even 4-4, senior Hannah 
Wiseman said the secret to the team’s success has been the 
chemistry of the team.

“The team this year is once again a very close-knit group of 
people that support one another in triumphs and hard times. 
We have all worked very hard this season in our practices, 
weight lifting and meets and it is really exciting to see all of 
that hard work pay off,” Wiseman said.

That hard work has paid off for Wiseman as she has led the 
Falcons in every meet this season, including their most recent 
meet against Hamline.

Wiseman placed first in the 500 free with a time of 5:34.93, 
nine seconds ahead of her next opponent, and in the 1650 free, 
with a time of 19:08.89, to earn nine points each race for the 
Falcons. Her time in the 500 was the ninth best time in school 
history and her time in the 1650 was the seventh.

In the WIAC Championship, the Falcons will be looking 
to dethrone the defending WIAC Champions: UW-La Crosse.

No matter where the Falcons are ranked or placed in the 
standings, any sports fan knows that once the playoffs come, 
anything can happen. With these six Falcon athletic teams pre-
paring for the biggest stage of their collegiate careers, the Fal-
cons will be matched against the best Division III has to offer 
and like coach Freeman said, the playoffs are where “mistakes 
are heightened and great performances are remembered.”

Trevor Semann/Student Voice
Bill Simon (No. 11) takes a shot on net during a game against the UW- Stout Blue Devils.

Brittany Gregorich- Senior on the women’s basketball team
Brittany Gregorich has played four seasons at the forward position for the UW-River 

Falls women’s basketball team. This season she is the captain of the team and is first in 
scoring on the team with 12.6 points per game. She also leads not only the team but the 
whole WIAC in rebounding, averaging 10.3 rebounds per game. On the court Gregorich has 
been a true leader for the team and off the court she thinks of herself as funny, random and 
outgoing. 

High school- Altoona High School

Favorite sport other then basketball- Volleyball

Favorite movie- “Love & Basketball”

Favorite meal- Pasta or shrimp

Favorite athlete- Aaron Rodgers because he is nice to look at.

Favorite thing about River Falls - My friends

Who is the funniest person on the team- Everyone knows I would say myself, but 
besides myself probably Hailey Siegle.

Favorite basketball memory/ favorite River Falls memory- Going to state my junior 
year of high school and making the NCAA tournament last year.  

Falcon Feature - Gregorich leads women’s basketball 

Trevor Semann/Student Voice
Brittany Gregorich (No. 20) directs the defense in a win against UW- Eau Claire.

Megan Rodriguez/Student Voice
Kelsey Kuehnhold (freshman) swims in a meet.



Quentin 
Taran-
tino is back 
with a new 
film, and 
he’s taking 
on the 
American 

West in his new enticing, bloody, re-
venge story, spaghetti western, ‘Django 
Unchained.’

Django is a black slave who has been 
through a lot: he’s been beaten by slave 
owners, was taken from his wife and is 
being taken on a slave train to be auc-
tioned off. But when German bounty 
hunter Dr. King Schultz takes him away 
from a life of labor and chains to find 
Django’s criminal, ex-slave owners, he 
is given a chance to get back his life 
and get even. 

With a gun in hand and a heart full 
of resolve, Django sets off across the 
American West with Dr. Schultz to 
bring Django’s ex-slave owners to an 
end, find his wife and rescue her from 
a delightfully vile plantation owner. 
Along the way, he will need to use his 
wits and gun slinging prowess to bring 
down those who have wronged him and 
get his beloved wife back. 

Of the movies that were to premiere 
at the beginning of this New Year, 
I was extremely hyped for ‘Django 
Unchained.’ Quentin Tarantino is a fine 
movie maker that can tell exciting and 

challenging stories in them and direct 
them to such a degree to call him a mas-
ter of the art. With ‘Django Unchained,’ 
his love of movie making still strives to 
this day as Django is a sure-fire hit to 
add to his directing repertoire.

‘Django Unchained’ is, at its heart, a 
revenge story told and enacted wonder-
fully. The movie really makes you care 
about Django and his quest for ven-
geance so much that you will be cheer-
ing every time he evades fire or puts a 
bullet into a head. The actors also do a 
superb job portraying their characters, 
with Jamie Foxx showing Django’s an-
gry and hurt side and with Christopher 
Waltz bringing out the wit and charm of 
Dr. Schultz. 

The real charm of the characters, 
though, really comes out in Leonardo 
DiCaprio’s performance as the brutal 
plantation owner Calvin D. Candie, 
who melds into his role and the setting 
so well that I almost forgot it was him 
on screen. All the other actors do fine 
jobs as well, helping to bring out the 
19th Century American West setting, 
with particular props to Samuel L. 
Jackson, whose role I won’t spoil, but 
will say came as a surprise, and made 
me roll in my theater chair with lauding 
laughter. 

Aesthetic-wise, ‘Django Unchained’ 
is a beautiful movie in all aspects. The 
shots of the American Frontier are gor-
geous, the direction is clean-cut, and the 

music is a mix of original content and 
various artists, including movie music 
legend Ennio Morricone (‘The Good 
the Bad and the Ugly’), which all make 
this movie much more of a homage to 
the classic spaghetti western films it 
models itself after. 

Along with the other things this mov-
ie offers in the direction department, the 
action is some of the most satisfying 
I’ve seen in a movie for a while. The 
violence can range from plain brutal 
and hard to watch to the satisfyingly he-
roic. And thanks to Django’s character, 
no matter how much blood he sheds or 
bodies he drops, you still find yourself 
rooting for him to the very explosive 
end. 

The blood and gore also helps make 
this movie very R-rated. Adding to 
that, viewers are also advised to expect 
heavy use of the N-word, which may ei-
ther make you uncomfortable or offend. 

But despite that, ‘Django Unchained’ 
makes its mark as one of the best mov-
ies I have seen in a long time, and one 
of the best of the year. It’s a wonder-
fully made and gloriously violent movie 
that will make you sing “Django!” even 
after you leave the theater. 

Ryan Funes is a lover of all things movie, TV, video games 
and stories and wants to become a television writer 
someday. In his spare time he enjoys hanging with friends, 
tapping into his imagination, and watching cartoons of 
all kinds. 

After a 
month off 
to relax 
with friends 
and family, 
it’s back to 
school.

I am 
ready for 
another se-

mester of stress, hanging with friends and more stress. I will 
be looking forward to new classes, more books, professors, 
making new friends and experiencing new things in life. It’s 
time to put the game console away and focus on the impor-
tant things that go with college. 

The first week of classes was like any ordinary week of 
the school year, but it’s always this time of the semester that 
I look forward to the most. Just coming back to school is 
exciting because I get to start a new semester fresh, looking 
forward to the opportunities ahead and, hopefully, making 
new friends along the way. 

In all of my classes, I had a basic introduction to the cours-
es, just like any other student. I am a full-time student, but 

the best part is that three days of the week I have only one 
class. However, on Wednesdays, I have back-to-back classes 
for five hours. At least this doesn’t happen on Monday, or I 
would be going crazy. 

My week started off with Introduction to Biology. This 
class might actually be one of the more interesting classes I 
will be taking. The field of science is not one of my strongest 
subjects, but I am intrigued by what I am learning. There has 
not been much discussed in class, but I did look at cat fleas 
through a microscope, which was interesting.

Philosophy is something I struggle with as well. It is one 
of those subjects that has 
you think differently about 
something. I am taking 
Philosophy of Art because I 
have a fascination with art 
in general. Learning about 
how people look at art from 
different viewpoints should 
be interesting. Hopefully 

after taking this class I will have a new perspective on art as 
a whole.

I will also be taking two journalism courses related to my 

major. First is Race, Class and News. I will be learning how 
the news media treats the news coverage of different people. 
Second is the most important: Print News Writing. In this 
class I will learn the styles of news writing and refine my 
writing skills in journalism. It will be the most challenging 
class of all, but I look forward to the challenge of learning 
the ways to write in print style.

One of the greatest experiences in college is being a part of 
an on campus organization. You can meet so many wonderful 
people and make new friends. Last semester I joined Student 
Support Services (SSS), an organization that helps students 
become better academically, socially and prepare students for 
the future beyond college.

This semester I have already met with my SSS coach Gina 
Sevick, who has helped me in so many ways. Before joining 
SSS, I wasn’t involved in any organizations on campus, and 
didn’t have the motivation to push myself. She has helped me 
become not only a better student, but a better person.

Who knows where this semester is going to take me? I just 
have to look forward to the opportunities and challenges that 
are given to me on campus. I can only say that I hope more 
positive things will come as a result of my classes and I learn 
more along the way. 
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Do you have some-
thing to say?

Write a letter to the 
editor!

editor@uwrfvoice.com

‘Django’ lives up to major hype

I am taking 
Philosophy of Art 
because I have a 

fascination with art 
in general.

 Valentine’s Day 
comes to us every year 
on Feb. 14. While it is 
one of the most if not 
the most commercial 
holiday of the year, it is 
also amongst the most 
hated holidays of the 

year by many singles across the nation as well as around the 
entire world. 

While Valentine’s Day is known for giving flowers, cards 
and chocolates to friends and that significant other, it is also 
important to remember that it has a very vivid historical 
background. The “lovely” holiday would not exist had it not 
been for various religious figures and events. Along with 
the history, several countries around the world have their 
own way of celebrating this heart-filled day on the 12 month 
calendar. 

Valentine’s Day, also known as St. Valentine’s Day, began 
as an early liturgical celebration revolving around a number 
of Christian saints or martyrs called “Valentinus.” One of the 
most popular tales about St. Valentine was when he had been 
imprisoned for performing weddings for soldiers who were 
forbidden to marry, and for ministering to Christians who 
were persecuted under the Roman Empire. He had wanted to 
help these Christians escape from persecution. It was during 
his imprisonment that it was believed he healed the daughter 
of his jailer, Asterius, prior to his execution. He wrote a note 
saying, “From your Valentine” as a farewell to her. 

The day’s association with romantic love circulated as 
early as the High Middle Ages, within the circle of Geof-
frey Chaucer. This is where courtly loves started to flourish 
among individuals. The commercial aspect of the holiday 

began in the 15th Century. This was when lovers started to 
present their love for each other using flowers and greeting 
cards, dubbed then as “valentines.” This led to the growing 
popularity of handwritten cards and, since the 19th Century, 
mass produced greeting cards. 

Today, the Anglican Communion and the Lutheran Church 
recognize St. Valentine’s Day as a day to feast. The Eastern 
Orthodox church also celebrates the holiday, though they 
celebrate it on July 6, in honor of the Roman presbyter Saint 
Valentine, and July 30, in honor of  Hieromartyr Valentine, 
the Bishop of Interamna. The Roman Catholic Church no 
longer celebrates the day with a feast, because these saints, 
though ancient and holy, were not particularly well known. 

What is known is where these 
saints have been buried. Well-known 
and secular symbols of the holiday 
include the heart shaped outline, a 
dove, and the figure of the winged 
cupid. Most people today recognize 
Valentine’s Day as a secular holiday 
and a day for love and affection.

   In the United Kingdom, many of the same traditions 
are observed as in the United States. However, in Norfolk, 
a character named Jack Valentine knocks on the rear door 
of homes and leaves sweets as presents. Despite this, most 
children, are known to be afraid of him. In Wales, people 
celebrate Saint Dwynwen’s Day on Jan. 25 instead of Valen-
tine’s Day. 

Valentine’s Day in France is celebrated just like other 
countries, despite the country’s Catholic roots. San Valentín 
in Spain is celebrated just like the United Kingdom, with the 
exception of Catalonia. In Catalonia, rose or book giving is a 
large part of the holiday, coinciding with Saint Jorge’s Day. 

Portugal has similar celebrations to other countries, though 
the holiday is referred to as Día dos Namorados, or “Lov-
er’s” Day. 

   Valentinsdag in Denmark and Norway is not largely 
observed, though people will set a small amount of time for 
a romantic dinner with their partner or an exchanging of 
cards. The flower industry in these countries is still trying to 
promote the holiday more. 

All Hearts Day is not an official holiday in Sweden but 
is observed thanks to the flower industry, a day where more 
flowers are sold than on Mother’s Day. 

Many other countries around the world have their own 
traditions on Valentine’s Day, though nothing vastly dif-

ferent from traditions here in the 
United States. The holiday is mostly 
celebrated in the west, though 
countries in Asia, Latin America 
and the Middle East use the day to 
observe love, friendship and Earth. 
The holiday is celebrated on other 
days of the year in various places 

instead of Feb. 14.
However, many countries in the Middle East look down on 

this particular holiday, as it is known to be against Muslims 
and Islamic culture. Saudi Arabia, for example, has banned 
the holiday altogether since it is a Christian holiday. They 
forbid shops to sell red items or items pertaining to the holi-
day, though items are sold on a black market.

   In love or not, Valentine’s Day can be celebrated by 
everybody. Buy some chocolate.

Cristin is an English major and music minor from Eagan, Minn. She enjoys writing, 
playing the fllute and swimming. After college, she would like to persue a career as an 
editor.

In love or not, Valentine’s 
Day can be celebrated 

by everybody. Buy some 
chocolate.

Cristin
Dempsey

Columnist

Valentine’s Day has various world traditions

New semester brings new challenges



Student Voice 8   FEATURE        February 8, 2013

This semester I am on 
the adventure of my life. 
I moved to New York 
City with an exchange 
program called National 
Student Exchange. On 
Jan. 25, I boarded a 
plane with two bags 
and took off for the city 
of my dreams. I have 

wanted to live in New York City since “Home Alone 2: Lost 
in New York” and the Disney version of “Annie,” so this 
whole process is very surreal.

I am attending classes at Queens College, located in Flush-
ing, N.Y. in the borough of Queens, which is a 30-minute 
train and bus ride from midtown Manhattan. 
However, I have only successfully traveled to 
Manhattan within the 30-minute time period 
once; all other times I have either taken the 
wrong bus, or gotten off on the wrong stop or 
took the really slow train. 

As silly and cliché as it sounds, Manhattan is 
magical. It’s bright and big; everything seems 
larger than life and I really feel like I’m walking down a 
movie set because everything is as glamorous as it appears 
on screen. The first time I saw Central Park was from my 
window seat on the plane and I cried from the sheer enormity 
of it. The first time I saw Times Square was at night and I 
was so overwhelmed my roommate and I just ran down the 
sidewalk, laughing breathlessly. 

The first time I emerged from the subway in Manhattan 
was on a Saturday night. I was meeting my roommate, her 
sister and a friend at their midtown hotel bar for drinks, and 
then it was onward to dinner. I crept up the stairs to the side-
walk from the smelly platform, unsure of where I was, as I 

was following the directions given to me by an iPhone app. 
To my left was the Broadway version of “Cinderella” and 

to my right was the “Late Show with David Letterman.” The 
light from Times Square, which was about two streets over 
from my location, was spilling down the street from around 
the skyscrapers. I was so exhilarated even though I had just 
spent two hours stumbling my way through public transpor-
tation with frozen toes and a dying phone. 

The next few hours were a rush. We flitted from the hotel 
bar to a pub for dinner, stopping for roasted nuts from a 
street vendor and a photo op by some marquees advertising 
the Broadway musicals I had admired from afar. From the 
pub, we took a taxi to a cabaret show, only to be turned away 
because it was sold out. No matter; we hit the next location 
on our list: the Duplex. 

Now, the Duplex holds a special place 
in my heart. It is on Christopher Street 
in the heart of Greenwich Village, and is 
one of the numerous gay bars surround-
ing the iconic Stonewall Inn. However, 
I did not know this was a gay bar. I 
thought it was simply a piano bar with 
a really fantastic staff that could sing 

any song from the American Songbook or top 40 pop charts. 
Also, it was the Duplex where I lost my iPhone. Actually, 
I technically lost my iPhone in the taxi that drove us to the 
Duplex. 

I was horrified. My first night “out” in New York City and 
I lost my most prized possession in a taxi. Which I was sure I 
would never see again. So I decided to embrace the night and 
commiserate with some guys standing behind the bar. 

Now, anyone who really knows me knows how badly I 
want a gay best friend. I want someone who likes shopping, 
Broadway musicals and alcohol that isn’t beer. 

Well, I found him. Maybe he’s a decade (or two) older than 

I thought he would be, but I know it was fate. Our meeting 
was meant to be. 

I lamented about my lost iPhone and he convinced me I 
would find it (which I did and is entirely another story). I dis-
covered he played the piano and was a singer/songwriter and 
he knows every Broadway musical I could think of. I think 
we talked for hours, but without an iPhone one is never sure. 

At one point I pulled out my notebook to scribble down 
some things he was telling me about show business and he 
casually remarked that he carried around a notebook too for 
ideas and thoughts, and that if he didn’t have the notebook he 
went crazy. I thanked him for not calling it a journal, because 
it most definitely is not a journal, but a notebook, and he 
asked me if I was a Libra.

What? That was the most random thing he could have 
asked, but I went with it. Yes, I told him, Sept. 25. But 
sometimes I feel more like a Virgo. He gasped and said that 
he was Sept. 25, too. I didn’t believe him, thinking he was 
just trying to be nice, so I demanded to see his license. We 
switched IDs, and sure enough, we had matching birthdays 
(although his was ‘70s vintage). Kismet, we declared. Fate, 
we crowed. 

Soon enough it was time to go home, back to my apartment 
with almost no possessions and no food. I was also missing 
a really expensive phone. I felt like I had come home. I spent 
the better part of the night conversing with a human who 
understood me, who understood my need to be here, my need 
to maybe struggle for a while before I start succeeding. All 
of my problems seemed far away. In the morning they would 
come back to me, but at that moment, I was just a fabulous 
Libra in the most fabulous city in the world.

Amanda is a junior, majoring in journalism. She is currently studying in New York City. 
She enjoys entertainment, fashion and public transportation.

First adventures in New York 
Amanda
White

Columnist

I made it my resolution to 
eat healthier foods, drink less 
of the drink and spend more 
time out of trouble. So natu-
rally, like any hopeful New 
Years resolution-ist, I went 
to Ireland for a second time.

The journey began well 
enough; three ladies from the 
trip followed me to O’Neill’s 
Pub to order a scrumptious 
bowl of seafood chowder. 
In all truth, I followed them 
because asking for directions 
is not a strong 
suit of mine 
(being a man 
and all).

Jet-lag 
started to 
kick in, and 
I moseyed 
back to the hotel room for a 
nap. After dinner I went to 
go buy a phone card to call 
back home to the family. 

However, after buying 
it, I became destitute, not 
because the Euro exchange 
is so much, but because a 
slippery ghost with hideous 
facial features and crooked 
teeth stole my wallet (or at 
least I hope the thief looked 
this ugly). 

In Dublin, without money, 
what’s a guy supposed to 
do? Trying to keep calm, I 
pictured my grandmother 
and what she’d say in this 
circumstance: 

“The best things in life are 
free, my grandson,” she said 
in a nasally voice.

Repeating the nasally 
phrase over and over again, 
I just couldn’t make my-
self believe it; obviously 
my grandmother had never 
tasted the purity and god-
like-ness of Guinness. Naive 
woman! The best things 
in life cost four and a half 
Euros!

The realization hit me 
that I might have to go the 
entire trip in Ireland without 
another sip of the black. A 
sad fate indeed. 

However, a thing, a glori-
ous thing, saved the day, it’s 
name: Western Union. 

Once the 
transaction at 
Western Union 
took place, I was 
pub bound.

Going up to 
the barman, I 
ordered a tall-

dark-and-handsome, a Guin-
ness black as the depths of a 
starry night. When two of the 
blacks were coursing through 
my veins, my courage was at 
an all-time high.

As I looked across the bar, 
a trio of lovely ladies were 
seated next to the window, 
but even with the courage in 
me, I was still worried about 
approaching them.

Inevitably, whenever at-
tempting to talk to women 
in a pub, one of two things 
always happens: I wink at 
them from across the bar, 
then I get slapped, or I 
wheel over to them, smiling 

dumbly, and accidentally run 
over their feet, and then I get 
slapped.

Not wanting to get 
slapped, I wheeled over to 
them and two of them im-
mediately dispersed. The 
one that remained glared 
intensely at the door on the 
other side of the room. 

Being the absolute charm-
er that I am, I immediately 
asked for a kiss. Swing and 
a miss; both the attempt and 
her open palm to my face.

Eventually, I convinced 
her to give me a consolation 
kiss on the cheek (I told her 
about the wallet), but with 
perfect timing, I managed 
to swing my head around to 
steal an actual kiss. To be 
candid, I am not proud of 
stealing that kiss, but it was a 
good kiss, at least for me.

After a few more Guin-
ness beers, I swerved left 
and right in my wheelchair 
down cobblestone streets, 
trying to get back to the 
hotel. If a wheelchair could 
be considered a vehicle, I’m 
convinced I would have been 
charged with a driving while 
inebriated.

Somehow, I ended up two 
miles north of the hotel, 
so I asked the locals for 
directions. After their kind 
assistance, I ended up three 
miles north of the hotel, near 
the Road to God.

Ireland is like that, you’ll 
get directions not to where 
you want to go, but to places 
that are great to fall asleep 
underneath for an hour or 
two.

Tyler
Smith

Columnist

Now, anyone who 
really knows me knows 
how badly I want a gay 

best friend.

With the brisk winter 
winds and snow that’s been 
softly falling this past week; 
we can officially say we 
made it through the first 
week of classes. 

Walking to and fro all 
bundled up looking like the 
Michelin Man, I think I can 
speak for more than just my-
self when I say, “I’m ready 
for warmer weather.” 

I received a few text 
messages and a call from 
my mother during the week. 
Like always, she was check-
ing in to, quite literally, 
make sure I’m still alive. 
My parents always ask me 
how school went 
when I was growing 
up, and they still do. 
Like most parents do, 
I think; but it’s like 
saying how was that 
drive-by-shooting? 
You don’t care how 
it was. 

While I was passing 
other students on the 
slim sidewalk cutting 
through campus, I 
heard chatter about how 
much homework they al-
ready have, and how behind 
they already feel. 

I can relate, rolling my 
eyes and letting out a sigh as 
I walk on. 

With what seems like 
everyone coughing and snif-

fling as you walk through a 
held open door, you begin to 
cringe at the thought of even 
getting sick, let alone breath-
ing the same air as someone 
who in your opinion should 
be quarantined. 

I am starting to feel my 
body grow achy and tired, 
already missing my bed and 
those extra “Zs.” 

I was getting much like 
everyone else while on vaca-
tion; staying up late comes 
at a price for those 8 a.m. 
lectures. 

Then again mama did say 
there would be days like 
this, it just seems too early 
in the semester to feel so run 
down.  

Thursday, Jan. 31, had to 
be the worst day for anyone 
to have classes. That freez-
ing wind whipping past my 
face and messing my neatly 

combed 
hair up, 
I imme-
diately 
regretted 
not wear-
ing a hat 
of some 
sort. It 
probably 
appeared 
as if I was 
crying, 

because of the sting in my 
eyes. 

I can still hear my mother 
in the background telling me 
to “bundle up.”

There is something 
strange, yet, about this new 
semester, it hasn’t all sunk 
in yet that it is different. 

Different classes, a different 
schedule, a different person-
ality about myself and my 
surroundings. 

There is a determination I 
have deep down within, like 
I am sure most UW-River 
Falls students and faculty 
have.  

Whether it’s the determi-
nation to perform better in 
the classroom, with your 
roommates or your job, that 
spark is there because it’s 
like setting a New Year’s 
resolution for yourself. 

The idea of starting on a 
blank slate is so appealing to 
people, that fresh start to get 
back on track with how you 
actually want to live and go 
about your day. 

As the weeks come and 
go, spring semester will be 
over before we know it and 
another portion of our busy 
life will take over with the 
summer weather.  For now 
we can hope for tempera-
tures above freezing in this 
Wisconsin weather and a 
semester that will go our 
way as far as the grade book 
goes. 

Whether today is a good 
day or a bad day, remember 
what your mother told you. 

Miranda is a junior majoring in 
journalism. She enjoys reading, writing, 
listening to music, and being active out-
doors. You can find Miranda working in 
Hagestad Hall for the Division of Technol-
ogy Services or Knowles Athletic Building 
as an athletic trainer. On the weekends, 
Miranda can be found hanging around 
coffee shops in Hudson, or with her friends 
in the River Falls area.

Miranda 
Hammel

Columnist

College stress takes 
hold early in semester

Trip to Ireland results 
in stolen wallet, kiss

There is 
something 

strange about 
this new 

semester; it 
hasn’t all sunken 
in yet that it is 

different. 

Find Freddy’s Feather
Be the first to find the lost Freddy the Falcon 

Feather in this issue of the Voice

And win two free movie tickets.

Email the Voice at editor@uwrfvoice.com

Follow the 
Voice on 

Twitter! For 
all of your 
sports, live 

student 
events and 

more!

@uwrfvoice 

Tune into WRFW
88.7 to:

Hear your friends on the 
radio

Listen to local news updates

Jam to your favorite music

Being the absolute 
charmer that I 

am, I immediately 
asked for a kiss.
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