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Active shooter scenario tests
UWRF campus preparednessCristy Brusoe

cristina.brusoe@uwrf.edu

The City of River Falls continued work on the
Cascade Avenue renovation over the summer by
completing preliminary design studies and
patching parts of the road until the actual con-
struction begins. 

“The physical work that was done over the
summer was merely patching of the street to
keep it reasonably drivable until the major recon-
struction can take place,” River Falls City
Engineer, Reid Wronski, said.

Along with that, a preliminary study was used
to design where exactly the road will be placed
and also determined that a marked crosswalk
was needed for a crossing between Cascade Ave.
and Spruce Street. 

The $245,000 used to prepare preliminary
plans for a Cascade redesign was approved by
the River Falls City Council on Nov. 11, 2008.
On March 23, 2007, River Falls hired the engi-
neering consulting firm Short Elliot Hendrickson
(SEH) for preliminary design services for
Cascade Avenue. 

“Preliminary design takes the concept plan
that was endorsed by UW-River Falls and
WisDot, and adopted by the City Council, and
puts engineering into it by obtaining surveys,
researching land records and refining geometric
design,” Wronski said.

As of now, the final design includes round-
abouts at three locations: Wasson Lane, Sixth
Street and Second Street. The section that runs
between Second and Sixth Street will consist of
a single lane running each direction, separated
by a median. There will be no parking allowed
on Cascade Ave. between this section.

According to the final plan laid out on the
River Falls city Web site, to compensate for the
removal of parking lots west of North Hall,
Cascade Ave. and Spring Street will be recon-
structed as a single lot. There will be a net loss of
two parking spaces after the renovation is com-
plete. However, the number of on-street spaces
interfering with traffic will be reduced from 232
to 48.

Mike Shanley, a UWRF student and com-
muter, believes the renovation will have no
affect on him. 

“Later on when I come to visit the campus it
will make it look very prestigious, but at the cost

Sally King/Student Voice
An active shooter scenario took place at UW-River Falls Monday Sept. 21. The University tested both the campus’ and the
city’s ability to respond to emergencies and a potential school shooting.

City strives toward
Cascade renovation

See Cascade page 3

Pool closed due to costly maintenance
Elwood Brehmer

elwood.brehmer@uwrf.edu

After 52 years of continuous use,
UW-River Falls officials decided
earlier this summer to close the
Karges Center pool indefinitely.

The pool was closed as a result of
continuing maintenance issues,
according to the University’s Web
site.

Ken Ecker, recently hired as the
new head of the Heath and Human
Performance Department, learned
of the pool closing shortly after
starting at UWRF.  

“I started here July 1, and I
learned that it was decided that the
pool would be closed until further
notice at a meeting that day,” he
said.

The cost of maintaining the pool

was the overriding factor in the
move to close it.

“The filtration problem in the
pool would cost $12,000 to fix,”
Ecker said.

Without the additional cost of
repairing damage, Ecker said yearly
maintenance costs for the pool
would be over $40,000 simply to
keep the facility running.  

“It’s like an old clunker,” Ecker
said. “Fixes are temporary and it
isn’t worth the new parts.”

For Bill Henderson, head coach
of the UWRF swim team, safety
became an issue with the Karges
pool.

“Rust is literally coming up from
the rebar and into the tile in the bot-
tom of the pool,” he said. “We start-
ed to worry the structure would just
collapse into the space below it.”

Eventually, UWRF officials
determined upkeep on the current
pool wasn’t cost effective.

“What we need is a new pool,”
Ecker said.

Initial brainstorming for a new
facility has begun, but no plans have
been put in place.

The current cost of the new HHP
facility that is in the works is $60
million Ecker said. A pool would
add nearly $13 million to that. 

“The new HHP building will be
designed in January,” Ecker said.
“A pool isn’t a part of the plan.”

UWRF officials have asked
Henderson for his opinion.

“The state is just not going to
approve [$13 million],” Henderson

Sally King/Student Voice
Numerous problems regarding maintenance have resulted in the
closing of the Karges pool.

Planning underway for Rodli Hall, Ramer Field upgrades
Christina Lindstrom

christina.lindstrom@uwrf.edu

UW-River Falls students, faculty and visi-
tors will soon be seeing some much-needed
and welcomed changes to facilities on cam-
pus.

David “Doc” Rodli, of Albert Lea, Minn.,
was appointed to the Board of Regents in
1959 and was president of the Board at the
time of his death in 1965. According to the
UWRF Web site, “Gov. Gaylord Nelson saw
the State Colleges as regional institutions and

broke with tradition when he appointed a
regent who was not a resident of the commu-
nity in which the college was located.” Regent
Rodli led a sort of movement to bring the jour-
nalism major to UWRF in 1962.  

Regent Rodli died of a heart attack at age
53. Rodli Commons was dedicated to him on
Nov. 17, 1968. After the completion of the
new University Center in 2007 and food serv-
ices was moved out, Rodli Commons was
renamed David Rodli Hall and sat vacant until
this year when Fast Copy was moved into the
lower level of the building. Fast Copy is

accessible by only one door, while the rest of
David Rodli Hall is inaccessible to those who
enter. Some of the space is used for general
storage. 

Senior Collin O’Brien feels it is a waste of
space.

“I think it should either be used for classes,
or somehow transformed into a dorm for all
the kids who get stuck into overflow hous-
ing,” he said. 

With the building sitting relatively vacant,
questions arose amongst students as to
whether it was costing the University a signif-

icant amount of money to do nothing with
David Rodli Hall. According to Director of
Facilities Management Mike Stifter, it’s not.

“The cost of the current utilities is general-
ly offset by Fast Copy,” he said. “Since the
building isn’t being used, there aren’t a lot of
lights being used, very little water, and not
nearly as much heat as if the entire building
were being used. It’s thousands of dollars
we’re spending compared to tens of thou-

See Upgrades page 3

See Pool page 3
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RIVER FALLS POLICE/UWRF
POLICE DEPARTMENT

Editor's note: Information for this section is taken  from River Falls Police and UW-River
Falls Police Department incident reports.

VOICE SHORTS
Commencement app deadline approaches

The deadline to apply for Fall Commencement is Friday,
September 25. Applications are available in the Registrar’s
Office, 105 North Hall. For more information contact the
Registrar’s Office at 425-3342. Information regarding gradua-
tion and commencement may be found at http://www.uwrf.
edu/commencement/.

English Dept. Conference shows student works
The UWRF English Department presents “An

Undergraduate Conference for Critical and Creative
Engagement,” Friday, Oct. 2, from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. in
Ballroom A of the University Center. Co-sponsored by the
UWRF English Department and the UWRF Literary Society,
the event gives students a chance to present and preform their
work in public. Award-winning author Scott Russell Sanders
is the keynote speaker this year, and he will give his speech at
noon in the Kinni Theater. For more information, contact Dr.
Michelle Parkinson at 425-3537 or michelle.
parkinson@uwrf.edu.

Art viewing comes to a close
The viewing of UWRF Art Department alum and photogra-

pher Brett Kallusky’s works closes October 2. Awarded a
Jerome Fellowship in 2002 for an Artist Residency in New
York Mills, MN, Kallusky went on to receive a Fulbright
Fellowship and Fulbright Travel Grant allowing him to study
Italy 2005 – 2006. Kallusky’s exhibit is located in Gallery 101
of the Kleinpell Fine Arts Building. For viewing hours or
additional information, contact the UWRF Art Department at
425-3266.

UWRF to host upcoming Study Abroad Fair
The Study Abroad Fair is Friday, October 6, from 10 a.m. to

2 p.m. in the Falcon’s Nest of the University Center. The Fair
gives students an opportunity to learn about the various pro-
grams offered at UWRF, other campuses and outside organi-
zations. Students will get a chance to interact with study tour
leaders, past participants and global connections staff.
Information on passports and financial assistance will also be
provided. For more information, contact Global Connections
at 425-4891.

UWRF graduate, professor
write Nugget Lake guidebook

Samantha Thielen

samantha.thielen@uwrf.edu

A UW-River Falls graduate and professor
have collaborated to create a guidebook
featuring Nugget Lake’s meteorite impact
structure. 

Geology Professor Bill Cordua worked
with Amy Nachbor, a spring 2009 geology
graduate, as a senior project. They per-
formed research, tested directions and
received help from editors and park staff in
creating the guidebook.

“It was an area I’d been doing research
on for a number of years,” Cordua said. “A
lot of people wanted me to take them out
and show them...[and] Amy was looking
for a senior project in the fall.” 

Nugget Lake Park is the impact site of an
asteroid from 450 million years ago,
according to the guidebook. Now it is a four
mile wide crater that is mostly covered with
sediment and growth. Most of the visible
evidence of the impact has been slowly cov-
ered up and eaten away by erosion, accord-
ing to the guidebook. 

“If you don’t have somebody pointing that out, people
would never see it or understand it. . . most people say it just
looks like farmland,” Cordua said.  

The guidebook gives a walking and driving tour of the geo-
logical features in the park, including stop-by-stop latitude and
longitudinal instructions with pictures and maps printed in
color. 

The specific locations, Nachbor said, were chosen to best
show the hiker and actual effects of the meteor. 

“The field sites were chosen based on the clarity of the geo-
logic features present, proximity to major trails and, whenev-
er possible, sites were picked that would allow visitors to actu-
ally touch the rocks they were learning about,” she said.

The guidebook is a casual tour of the park and avoids using
many scientific terms, Cordua said.

“This is for the general public; the family out on a hike or
the people interested in the natural history of the earth,”
Cordua said. “People can see just about everything walking or
on a short drive.”

The guidebook explains in detail the importance of the sci-

ence of geology.
“Geologists are the crime scene investigators of planet

Earth. By looking at the rocks and soils around us, geologists
begin to put together a picture of what the world we live in
looked like thousands, if not millions, of years ago,” accord-
ing to the guidebook.

Scott Schoepp, the park superintendent for Pierce County
Parks, assisted Cordua and Nachbor in creating the guidebook.

“[Schoepp] was really interested in the project and would
come out when he knew I was there and ask questions about
the project,” Nachbor said. “Quite a few of his questions actu-
ally helped me figure out how to present the information about
the park’s geology.”

The guidebook has been on sale at the park since this sum-
mer. “We’ve sold quite a few this summer,” Schoepp said in a
news release.

The guidebook is being sold for ten dollars at the park
office, and is currently in its second printing.”The proceeds go
to the park,” Cordua said. “Neither Amy or I make a penny off
it.”

Nugget Lake Park is located in Plum City, Wisc., off County
Road HH.

Photo by Jens Gunelson
Geology professor Bill Cordua and former student Amy Nachbor hold
the guidebook the two developed in conjunction over the summer.

CORRECTION:
Last week’s editorial, “University facilities struggle under
record enrollment,” misquoted the enrollment figures.
UWRF undergraduate enrollment has not increased 10% in
the last year, but increased 8% in the last two years,
increasing from roughly 6,000 to 6,500 students.

Annual contest creates
conservation incentive

Lindsey Rykal

lindsey.rykal@uwrf.edu

UW-River Falls residence halls will once
again compete in an annual energy conserva-
tion contest in efforts to reduce consumption
of electricity, water and steam in each hall. 

“For each category, the hall with the great-
est reduction is awarded a $250 prize, for
which the hall can use as they see fit,” Kristie
Feist, assistant director of community devel-
opment and education department of
Residence Life, said in an e-mail interview. 

Some halls have used these prizes in the
past for a hall catered banquet or to purchase
equipment like a Nintendo Wii for the hall
residents to check out, according to Feist

“I feel like energy usage and the control of
it is more of a habit or life style, either you do
it without realizing it, or you don’t,” Alyse
Good, Crabtree resident and former resident
assistant (RA), said. “To be honest, I pay less
attention to the contest as a resident than when
I was an RA. The contest itself is not that
extremely important to me even though sav-
ing energy is. [I do] simple things such as
shutting off lights and appliances that aren’t
needed [and] being conscious of how long my
shower is.”

The contest began in the spring of 2006 and
continues to be effective. 

“Total electrical savings [of last year’s con-
test] for all ten residence halls equaled almost
9 percent,” Feist said. “Four halls were able to
reduce their steam use and five were able to
reduce their water usage.”

Students can control their consumption by
using natural light instead of room lights,
shutting down computers, taking shorter
showers and filling the washer when they do

laundry, Feist said.  
“I’m not a leave-the-lights-on kind of girl

and I don’t take long showers,” Amanda
Kogle, a South Fork Suites resident, said.
“[My roommates and I] recycle anything we
can and I keep my windows and blinds closed
during the winter because I feel the windows
leak a lot of the heat.”

The contest will run from September
through March.

“We are going to try to do some creative
marketing in the halls to kick off the program
and also to highlight the campus sustainabili-
ty day on October 21,” Feist said.

UWRF is also taking sustainability initia-
tive by making other changes to improve
energy efficiency in the halls.  

“We try to update facilities each year and do
a little in every building to help make fixtures
more efficient,” Feist said. “We have installed
[water-saving] shower valves in Prucha Hall
and are still determining if that is a cost-effec-
tive program.”

Two years ago, the Residential Living
Committee and Student Senate voted to
increase the cost to live in the residence halls
to help cover the additional cost of purchasing
green blocks of energy.

Green energy blocks are generated from
non-carbon-based renewable sources such as
wind, hydro, solar and biomass. Green energy
helps to improve the environment by reducing
pollution and consumption of non-renewable
resources. 

“Personally [being conservative of my ener-
gy consumption] is all part of my upbring-
ing,” Kogle said. “It’s part of being responsi-
ble.”

ITS, FredNet merge,
consolidate into DoTS

Cristy Brusoe

cristina.brusoe@uwrf.edu

Over the summer, FredNet merged with IT
Services to form what is now known as the
Division of Technology Services (DoTS).
Chief Information Officer Steve Reed
described the merger as more efficient, cohe-
sive and a better utilization of employee
skillsets. 

The University conducted an IT review and
redesign project approximately four years
ago. Out of this project, the recommendation
to look at the merger of FredNet and IT
Services arose.

The past issues with the separation of these
two entities included duplication of services
and no single point of contact for students
[faculty] and staff. It is this single point of
contact “that enables Technology Services to
provide the best customer service,” Reed said.
“You’re getting a one-stop-shop type of serv-
ice where all questions students, faculty, staff
and the community have are getting the same
answers.”

Reed also believes that this merger creates a
more efficient work place, increased quality
of work and an increased response time. This,
in turn, creates a more cohesive service.

DoTS is organized into an administrative
group with four teams and currently employs
the same number of students. The teams are
broken down into Information Systems and
Services, Customer Technology Services,
Infrastructure and Security Technologies and
Teaching and Learning Technologies.

According to the DoTS Mission Statement,
“Division of Technology Services (DoTS)
will provide a coordinated, cohesive and inte-
grated service to the campus. DoTS will pro-
vide a single point of contact for problem res-

olution and service acquisition for campus
constituents. DoTS will provide its services to
the campus community with equality, effi-
ciency and a spirit of helpfulness.”

DoTS supports everything including
ResNet appointments, walk-ups and phone
calls. 

Customer Technology Support Team
Coordinator Emily Hagstrom said she thinks
that the students won’t see many changes
from previous years, and the merger is a step
in the right direction. 

“Having a centralized technology services
allows for the possibility of faster responses
and no confusion on who supports what piece
of technology on campus,” she said.

Technology Services sends out random
evaluations to customers once their issue has
either been resolved or closed. According to
Hagstrom, “there are some very different
opinions about the merger and changes, but
the overall reaction is positive.”

The merging process for the student staff
involved two weeks of training before the
semester began. Customer Technology
Support Team Coordinator Joe Kelly was one
of the leaders who worked over the summer to
create the training session. 

“... [We] worked over the summer to create
a training session that would best inform the
student staff on how the merger would work
and what they will be doing. We are all very
excited to learn what it will take to make this
merger a smooth transition for everyone,”
Kelly said.

The project planning portion of DoTS has
improved through the merger as well. 

“Project planning is a lot more effective, not
only from a staff efficiency, but also from a
fiscal efficiency,” Reed said.

September 12
-Kristen R. Kaminski was cited for retail theft at 1777 Paulson Rd.

September 16
-Jordan J. Schultz was cited for underage consumption at 107 E. Elm St.

September 20
-Bjorn J. Carlson, 18, was cited for possession of drug paraphernalia in Crabtree Hall.

Find more information and
polls online at the

Student Voice
Web site at:

www.uwrfvoice.com
New Web site coming soon!
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of convenience for all stu-
dents for a long time. I’m
glad that I’m not one of the
many students that will have
to fight to get to class,” he
said.

The actual reconstruction
of Cascade Ave. isn’t set to
begin until 2011 at the earli-
est. A major factor in deter-
mining when the construc-
tion will actually begin is the
agreement that must be
reached between the City of
River Falls, UWRF and
WisDot. This agreement will
consist of how exactly the
$5-8 million project will be
funded and covered.

According to the River
Falls city Web site, the final
report for the renovation
included an anticipated proj-
ect funding section which
stated that funds from
UWRF were expected to be
somewhere between
$700,000 and $3 million.
Those funds are expected to
come from the State of
Wisconsin’s general fund
and from the cost of parking
permits and fine revenue.

The construction will take
two summers, and during
that time there will be
detoured routes for com-

muters. Parts of Cascade
Ave. will be detoured for up
to six months during the
construction season, which
runs anywhere from April 1
to December 1. 

“The project will be bro-
ken down into two phases,
one spanning the distance
from May Hall to Centennial
Hall and another from Rodli
Hall to Moody’s dealership,”
UWRF Campus Planner
Dale Braun said.

Braun emphasized the
greatest positive effect of the
project as the road being
“safer” for students, staff,
bicyclists and those crossing
the street.  

“Safety was one of the
main purposes of doing the
project,” he said.

The next step in the reno-
vation is to have additional
public meetings where the
refined preliminary design
will be presented. 

“These meetings will be
taking place over the coming
two months. Notices will be
published in the River Falls
Journal, Student Voice and
on the City and University
Web sites,” Wronski said. 

The Cascade Ave. renova-
tion is set to be completed by
2013.

sands.”
The University hopes to utilize the

building soon, whether it is within this
next year or the next couple of years.
According to Stifter, there are many
ideas being considered, such as utilizing
the space for classrooms or labs, possi-
bly renting it out as an academic setting
for Chippewa Valley Technical College,
or for possible retail ventures such as a
hair salon or other business that would
cater to the student body. Officials are
waiting to make a conscious decision on
how to utilize the space after the results
of a feasibility study are known.  

The initial plan is to utilize the old
meeting rooms as soon as possible once
the restrooms are repaired. The next plan
is to use the building as a whole, possi-
bly for labs or classes. The University’s
concerns are how to fund any remodel-
ing, what the overall cost will be, how
long it will take and ultimately what
resources are needed for the long-term
operation of the building.  

Another change to come to UWRF is
the approximate $4 million renovation of
Ramer Field. UWRF, as well as UW
schools in Platteville, Eau Claire,
Oshkosh, Stout, Whitewater, LaCrosse
and Stevens Point, share their stadiums
with local high schools. However,
UWRF is the only one that has not
recently updated their stadium, the turf,
or both. 

Built in 1967, Ramer Field, in its cur-
rent condition, is in need of multiple
upgrades. The stadium project is planned

to be completed in
four phases starting
in 2010 and be
totally dependent
upon fund-raised
dollars. The plan
includes enclosing
the existing bleach-
ers, building a new
concession stand
and restrooms,
replacing the exist-
ing lights and mov-
ing them behind the
bleachers and
installing new land-
scaping around the
field. Athletic
Director Rick
Bowen said he is
passionate about the project.

“Go to the other schools we compete
against. While everybody else has made
improvements, we’ve sat on our hands,”
he said.  

Currently, the project has raised $1.3
million. Phase one, the installation of the
four energy efficient light poles, is
expected to be executed in 2010. Phase
two should follow in 2011, and phases
three and four will be completed as soon
as the money comes in. Synthetic turf is
replacing the natural grass at Ramer
Field to allow an increased amount of
activities to be held at the stadium, such
as intramural sports.  Sophomore Joel
Yogerst has mixed feelings about Ramer
in its current condition.

“Playing at Ramer is bittersweet,” he
said. “It is always nice to have a home
game, however, when compared to all

the other schools in our conference, it is
ancient.”

Sophomore Kyle Holmes feels the
renovated field would increase interest
in UWRF.

“I do feel it is in a dire need of a reno-
vation and should switch to field turf as
soon as possible, not only for the fact of
having a new stadium, but it would help
a tremendous amount with recruiting and
getting kids to come play at River Falls,”
he said. “Plus, it is a lot safer and you
can use it’s for multi-purpose such as
soccer with little maintenance.”

Junior Joe Ganske agrees UWRF
absolutely needs to renovate Ramer
Field.

“We probably have the worst field in
the conference,” he said. “The new field
will be a great addition to this already
great campus.” 

Upgrades: Rodli, Ramer share need for multiple changes

said. “I’m trying to think outside the
box and figure out how we can make
the facility happen.”

Until a new facility is built, phys-
ical education classes have to join
the swim team in using the River
Falls High School pool.  With the
absence of a facility on campus, the

swim team moved its practices, to
the RFHS pool.

“So far it’s worked out well,”
Henderson said.

Practice times were adjusted to
accommodate the move. At Karges,
swimmers were split into practice
times at 6 a.m., and 2 and 4 p.m. At
RFHS, those times are now 5:30
a.m., and 8 and 10 p.m.

The practice location changed, but
meet locations have not.

“We’ve been swimming our meets
[at RFHS] since it opened in 2002,”
Henderson said. 

The agreement has worked for
both sides.  

“We continue to receive positive
feedback from those at the high
school,” Henderson said.

The RFHS pool also has features
the Karges facility did not offer.
Henderson said the Karges pool
hadn’t been up to NCAA standards
for nearly its entire life. It only had
five lanes compared to the eight the
high school pool offers and lacked a
one-meter diving board that the
RFHS pool provides. 

“It was a real hit-and-miss situa-

tion,” Henderson said. “I had to tell
our divers to find their own facility
and train on their own time.”

Despite the uncertainty surround-
ing the future of the swim team’s
facilities, Henderson and his team
make do.

“It’s lemons and lemonade for
us,” he said. “I call us the little red
engine that could.” 

Sally King/Student Voice
Rodli Hall has underwent several changes in order to
complete necessary remodeling.

Cascade: Construction plans
soon to be implemented in 2011from page 1

from page 1

Pool: Students, swim team forced to share River Falls High pool
from page 1



Study abroad options
abundant, money possible

Last week, Alayne Hockman wrote a
wonderful piece about her study
abroad experience. 

As a new peer advisor for the Global
Connections office on campus, I would
like to take the time to follow up and
add to Alayne’s remarkable article.

The article, “International Programs
Offer Students Unmatched
Opportunity,” was a great introduction
for any student considering study
abroad as a future educational experi-
ence. 

The excitement that she expressed in
the article is something that other stu-
dents who have studied abroad also
feel, and those that have not, should
envy.

Over a year ago, I studied with the
Wisconsin in Scotland (WIS) program,
and like everyone else will tell you, it
was an amazing experience. 

Since my return, I have been dream-
ing of the day that I will return, not
only to Scotland, but also to the many
places I traveled. 

The entire experience has left me
speechless and in awe. You can only
learn so much by sitting in a class-
room. Imagine what is beyond those
four walls waiting for you!

As a new peer advisor for Global
Connections, I have the privilege of
promoting these wonderful opportuni-
ties to the rest of the student body.

The study abroad opportunities are
endless. From Spring Break, Summer
or J-Term, to a full semester (Fall or
Summer) or even a full year, the
Global Connections office is willing to
work with you so that this possibility
can become a reality.

As Alayne mentioned, finance is a
major issue for college students.
However, money issues should not be
holding you back.

Many assistance programs are out

there—scholarships, grants, loans.
There is always something available;
you just have to look for it. 

When I went on WIS last year, I
received a $800 grant just for being a
Wisconsin resident! Money should not
be the reason holding you back from
the experience.

Most of us just want to take the
classes we need, graduate and get a
job. However, it seems almost fair to
say that international programs have
become almost a requirement for any
real-world job. 

Employers look to see if you have
what it takes and that you are fully pre-
pared for the future. If you have
noticed, our country is made up of mil-
lions of people who are from other
countries. 

Employers want to know that you
are adaptable to different situations and
that you have been exposed to other
cultures, customs and perspectives dif-
ferent from your own. This experience
could be the one thing that puts you
ahead of everyone else.

As a shameless plug, I would like to
invite you all to check out the Study
Abroad Fair, which is going to be held
on Tuesday, October 6 from 10 a.m. to
2 p.m. in the Falcon’s Nest. 

The Study Abroad Fair is a great
opportunity for students to learn about
the various programs offered through
UWRF, other campuses and outside
organizations. Students will be able to
interact with study tour leaders, past
participants and Global Connections
staff. 

Furthermore, students will discover
information on passports, financial
assistance and answers to any ques-
tions they may have about studying
abroad! 

The Study Abroad Fair is a conven-
ient opportunity for students to explore
the many abroad possibilities that
exist!

However, if you can’t visit us then,
stop by our office (102 Hagestad).

We’d love to help make your dreams
of study abroad a reality!

Ashley Iehl, 
Global Connections Peer Advisor

Student disappointed by
columnist’s complaints

I just wanted to thank Kristen Blake
for writing such a compelling column
in the September 18th, 2009 edition of
the Student Voice. Not very many peo-
ple can take up half a page on such an
important issue as people complaining
about various events. 

Are you one of those people who see
the glass as half empty? Maybe you
should open your eyes and get your
hearing checked, because there are
people on campus who write thank-you
notes to professors who have made an
impact on his or her life. 

Also, when I hold a door open, any-
where on campus, most people will at
least say “thanks,” if not flash a smile
while doing so. 

As a final note, you should take
some of your own advice, which can
be found in your article. Examples
include:

1. “Most anything is more useful
than bitching. Whining gets you
nowhere.”

2. “Temper tantrums and the silent
treatment won’t get you anywhere if
(you’re) trying to instill change.”

From my observation, the majority
of your column was you complaining
about people complaining. 

My hat is off to you for having the
guts to want to have that in a public
paper, but next time, skip the drama
queen act and find a topic that won’t
waste anyone’s time.

Hope you start seeing the brighter
side of life.

Katrina Konrad,
student
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“The advertising manager and business board of
the Student Voice reserve the right to refuse any
advertisement in the case of possible liability or
offensive content. The Student Voice does not
knowingly accept advertisements that discriminate
on the basis of sex, race, creed, religion, color, dis-
ability, military status or sexual orientation, nor
does it knowingly print ads that violate any
University, campus, local, state or federal laws.”

The Student Voice advertising policy was devel-
oped by the Student Voice’s Business Board, a
body comprised of the Editor, Assistant Editor,
Business Manager and Advertising Manager. The
purpose of said policy is to have working criteria
for accepting or denying incoming advertising
requests. Without it, the advertising manager
would have to decide on a case-by-case basis
which ads are appropriate to run. The Student
Voice undergoes a personnel changeover every
semester. Because of that, the personal ethics,
biases and belief structures of the advertising man-
ager change every semester. By placing the burden
of decision squarely on the ad manager, the crite-
ria for acceptable ads is constantly in flux. This
could lead to inconsistency in what ads the paper
accepts, eroding the paper’s professional integrity.

In the coming weeks, the Student Voice will be
running some ads that could be perceived as offen-
sive or controversial, most notably in the tobacco
and abortion sectors. It is important for readers to
understand that the advertising that appears in the
paper in no way reflects the personal beliefs or
ideologies of the Voice staff. Ads, and opinion
columns, for that matter, have nothing to do with
the political stance of the paper or its employees.

The advertising policy was developed intention-
ally to be very broad in terms of what the paper
accepts for advertising. The Student Voice has a
policy of enacting as little censorship as possible,
and that idiom has extended to advertising content,
as well. By accepting all ads, unless they have
libelous or offensive content, the Voice is practic-
ing non-discrimination. It is also important to note
that the money the Voice will receive from accept-
ing an ad has no bearing on whether or not that ad
is accepted. 

There exists a wall between advertising and the
news content of the paper. There will never come
a time when the news content of the Student Voice
is driven by the advertisers, or the ad content. The
Voice has an ad policy in place to ensure consis-
tency across the board, and to maintain non-dis-
crimination towards what ads we accept.

By Jon Lyksett

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Voice ad policy
seeks impartiality

Character is lost when self entertainment erodes
Wood sorrel. It looks kind of like

clover, only droopier and with
yellow flowers. I’ve been yanking it
out of my vegetable garden and mow-
ing over it in my lawn. One day I dis-
covered you could eat it—zesty and
kind of lemony, I showed it to my
grandpa when he said,
“Oh yeah, we used to
eat this all the time
when we were kids.”  

Well that’s cool! Old
people know all kinds
of cool things. So why
didn’t my grandpa ever
bother to show me that
you could eat these
things out of your
lawn? Maybe because when I was a
child I had an endless supply of peanut
butter and crackers in the kitchen and
would never need to eat parts of my
yard.

I don’t know how to make a whistle
out of a willow stick or a rubber band
gun like my grandpa does. But I do
know how to order a plastic whistle or
Nerf gun online.

Maybe grandpa never showed me

how to make a whistle because he
knew I wouldn’t be entertained by one.
It would have taken three seconds for
me to get bored, then I would have
whined that I wanted to play with my
deluxe Barbie convertible with work-
ing windshield wipers, lights, candy

dispenser and turbo-
hyper-overdrive. 

It makes me sad to
think that the ability to
entertain ourselves
vanished with the mass
producing of sing-and-
play-along princess
sets, learn to count
with Elmo talking
books and box sets of

Barney on DVD. There just isn’t any
character in that.

Knowing how to entertain yourself,
being creative, and making discoveries
may be one of the best character-build-
ing skills in life. 

But once parents got lazy and figured
out that Disney movies kept their kids
quiet, clean and safe, I feel that desire
for learning has become a lost value.

Leave kids to their own devices and

they’ll figure out what the inside of
acorns look like, the consistency of
rock-ground mushrooms, how to build
a sturdy fort with bed sheets, 53 differ-
ent uses for laundry baskets and the
tensile strength of grass.  

Old people know this kind of stuff.
I guess my point is that just because
the knowledge the old people in your
life have is about something you will
never use doesn’t mean it’s useless.

My mother (not that she’s old)
picked a flower from her garden and
showed me how to pull certain parts of
the petals and stems in a way that dis-
assembled the blossom into a doll-
sized tea set complete with cups,
spoons, and forks. The only thing miss-
ing was the tea and cake. 

Today, whenever I see this flower I
pick it and show my friends the same
trick my mom showed me. They’re
always pretty impressed. Listen to old
people.

Kristen is a marketing communications major with a

journalism minor. She pronounces her name “Curse-
ten” ... as if you were to swear to the thenth power.

Kristen
Blake
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Media manufacture swine flu
anxiety into unnecessary hype

voicesSTUDENT

“I’m kind of nervous about it because some
of the guys on o ur football team had 

symptoms of it ... just using basic hygiene.”

Kyle Holmes,
junior

“No, I’m not scared. I’m getting the shot 
wash my hands a lot.”

Bailey Boron,
freshman

“No, not really scared. I’m getting a
shot and I use hand sanitizer a lot.”

Ellie Wiechman,
freshman

Taylor Evans,
sophomore

Student Voices compiled by Christie Lauer.

Tryston Beyrer,
junior

“No, I try to refrain from spending much
time around sick people; wash my hands,

get more sleep.”

“Not really, I’m making sure that 
I’m washing my hands often and 
monitoring my own health.”

Are you afraid of H1N1?
What are you doing to protect

yourself from it?

It seems that people should ask themselves the
question “What else should I be scared of?”

every time they turn on their local television news,
or even browse through the latest edition of “The
New York Times.” 

This last spring was no differ-
ent with the emergence of the
H1N1 virus, more commonly
known as the dreaded “swine
flu.”   

Major media vehicles wasted
no time getting the word about
how devastating the relatively
unknown flu could be. “Yahoo!”
went all out by running a head-
line “Is Swine Flu the Big One?
Experts Have Long Feared an Epidemic that
Would Kill Millions.”  

Now, there is a fine line between creating
awareness and generating unnecessary hype. So
the question is, where exactly does the attempt to
educate the public about something like the swine
flu become too excessive?    

Unknown to many, there are cases of swine flu
in the U.S., as well as around the
world, each and every year. As of
September 18th, the CDC (Center
for Disease Control) reports that
there have been 4570 hospitaliza-
tions from swine flu in 2008-2009,
with under 1000 deaths. The CDC
also reports that on average, 36,000
people die from seasonal influenza
in the U.S. alone each year.   

Seemingly, which of these facts
should be more alarming? The
average person should be able to
understand that anyone who is
already in poor health, elderly, etc.
should be concerned about some-
thing like the swine flu, but why
not be equally concerned about the
seasonal flu, common cold, or
pneumonia? 

That’s where this excessive media coverage
becomes a catalyst for national anxiety and fear.
People do need to be informed and reminded,
especially with the upcoming winter months, to
take precautions on staying healthy, but they do
not need to be told day in and day
out to look over their shoulder
because they could be next. 

Unbeknownst to people, the
swine flu is very treatable, and
basically as dangerous, if not less
so, than the seasonal flu.   

That’s where this concept gets
pushed way beyond the fear of the
spread of swine flu.  The idea of
“if it bleeds, it leads” is often an
accusation of news organizations
all over the nation. Referring back
to the article on “Yahoo!,” why,
when at the time, there were only
10-15 cases of the swine flu, would
a major media source post an arti-

cle that is basically meant to cause a widespread
panic?   

Hypothetically, one can expect the same
response with an article titled “Well, You’re All
Probably Going to Die.” 

Some people have to wonder if
they would just be better off quar-
antining themselves in their house-
holds as to avoid all of the danger-
ous things in this world. 

Why doesn’t the public hear
about the advances that are being
made in our hospitals around the
country to further prevent and treat
diseases like cancer, diabetes and
heart disease? Why isn’t the obesity

epidemic at the top of Google searches, and Swine
Flu is almost at number one?  

The point of all this is not to say that the nation
is being thrown into an unnecessary frenzy, but
rather to address the clear implications of pes-
simism and the avoidable build-up of certain sto-
ries that circulate in out media.  

Over the past ten years, there have been plenty
of “scares,” beyond health issues,
that got excessive coverage. Some
of these include SARS, the Avian
Bird Flu, HPV and other honorable
mentions. 

It makes sense to build up stories
like these from the media’s point of
view, because if you just simply
inform the public that something
“exists,” they aren’t going to turn
many heads since it’s not exciting
or dangerous. 

So in order to get exposure and
circulation of a story, they need to
make it seem like a major threat.
Now, is this to say that if some-
thing like the swine flu does
become an epidemic that it would-
n’t be devastating? The answer is

absolutely not. 
The world can be a dangerous place, but to live

in fear isn’t really living at all.  
The main idea can be summed up as originality.

All too often when forming an opinion, a person
will hear about a recent event, and take someone

else’s words, and formulate it as
their own. 

If everyone is saying that the
swine flu is a serious threat, and
you have no idea what it is,
chances are that person will consid-
er it a serious problem. 

One of the greatest things about
this country is that someone can
believe whatever they want, so the
best thing to do would be to take
advantage of that. Don’t fall victim
to the swine flu anxiety.

Matt is a senior majoring in marketing commu-

nications. He loves playing piano in his free time
and often frequents area Bed and Breakfasts,
playing piano tunes for customers.

Matt
Torkleson

Head colds stem from
imagination, weak will
Okay, well, it’s week three and a

half and everyone’s already sick.
Good for you, especially if you’re a
freshman who “isn’t ready for real
class work to start.” I imagine there’s
more than one of you out there right
now not going to class because you
had the sniffles. I don’t get sick much,
and though I’ve been sneezing my ass
off—and that’s it!—all day, I don’t
plan on letting it get me
down. I can see through
the media BS that is
reporting on H1N1, and
it doesn’t scare me at
all. 

It’s all a load of fear
induced, maniac freak-
age, and I’m not back-
ing down. The only rea-
son, and I mean ONLY
reason ,I’ll attempt to
get a flu shot is because
it’s free. I’ll usually try
anything once—espe-
cially if it’s free. Yes,
that includes swine flu
because it’s free, but the
problem is getting my
hands on that stuff ...
can’t seem to find any
of it anywhere. 

Can you imagine the
horrors our government
would have to deal with if we had to
pay for health care AND swine flu?
Now that might be something worth
writing about next week ... Anyway. I
won’t get the flu because I haven’t had
it since I was in middle school, and
even that was coupled with a particu-
larly nasty side of
Salmonella poisoning. 

I indulge in some
not-so-healthy methods
to college life like eat-
ing raweggs (only on
rare, overly aggressive
days), drinking cheap
beer out of a thirty
pack, choosing a cho-
lesterol-fattened candy
bar over a banana, but I do know how
to take care of myself. 

Every time I feel a cramp in my
stomach, an ache against my lower
back, or a sweat breaking out on my
forehead I take precautious measures
to stop whatever’s rummaging through
my body.

Ninety percent of the time it’s my
imagination, but that doesn’t stop me
from chugging two liters of boiling
bleach, injecting pure alcohol into my
Femoral artery, practicing Tai-chi for
three hours, then taking a nap. 

One time the doctor told me I had
something I care not to remember, and
that I only had three weeks to live. Did
that stop me from productivity? I think
not—I gave myself a temporary blood
transfusion.   

When my body was fully drained, I
sifted through my infected blood in
search of hostile, unnecessary and
harmful bacteria cells, ridding them

from me forever. 
When I was fin-

ished, I un-transfused
my blood from the
wolverine blood I
replaced mine with
and was back to nor-
mal. If that’s not a suc-
cess story, then I don’t
know what is. 

On a side note, I
don’t think I ridded
myself of all the
wolverine blood, and
have noticed my hair
taking striking resem-
blance to Hugh
Jackman’s.  

Here’s the deal: the
media is blowing this
way out of proportion.
Just look at the symp-
toms of the swine
flu—God forbid you

get it and have to quarantine yourself
under warm blankets all while dealing
with diarrhea, vomiting, headaches,
sore throat and grouchiness. Hmm ...
they sound A LOT like the regular,
annual flu! 

What’s this year’s real flu season
going to bring us? Or
is this the flu season?
Did last year’s flu sea-
son have a furlough
year to stimulate the
flu’s economy, only
then at the last second
decide to work twice
as hard this year? God
damnit. This is just
ridiculous. 

Yeah. It’s the regular flu that came
from pigs. Big deal. Get your ass to
class. I don’t think you want to spend
the rest of your life living in fear of
disease and cleanliness when everyone
who’s reading this has probably had
the flu multiple times and survived.
Go and flourish in crowded classrooms
and take a chance every now and
again. 

Brad is double majoring in digital TV & film and cre-
ative writing. He enjoys challenging people to games
of  full-contact checkers.

Brad
Brookins

Just look at the
symptoms of the
swine flu—God 
forbid you get it

and have to 
quarantine yourself

under warm 
blankets all while

dealing with 
diarrhea, vomiting,

headaches, sore
throat and 

grouchiness. Hmm
... they sound 

A LOT like the 
regular, annual flu!

Now, there is a 
fine line between 

creating awareness
and generating

unnecessary hype.
... where exactly
does the attempt 

to educate the 
public about 

something like the
swine flu become

too excessive?

When you chomp into a bar of
chocolate, gulp down a coffee,

or sip some sophisticated tea, how
many times do you think about where
it came from?  More likely, you’re
thinking of your next class, your irri-
tating hunger or your un-tied
shoelace. And that’s fine, you’re
obviously a very normal student that
should avoid the stairs until you tie
that knot a little tighter next time. In
reality, industry in these foods such
as chocolate, coffee, and tea is sur-
prisingly bitter.  

When I hear “blood diamonds” I
can’t help it when Leonardo DiCaprio
leaps across my mind
before the horror of it
hits me. Yet when I
hear “blood choco-
late,” I don’t have a
handsome buffer ...
just the stark reality of
malnourished children
brimming with tears
and bearing the scars
of abuse.  

There are an estimated 6,000
unpaid child workers with no family
ties in the chocolate industry today,
and the number is growing. Most are
located in rural areas surrounding the
west of Africa and the Ivory Coast.  

Child trafficking rings kidnap chil-
dren or buy them from impoverished
families for an average of $35 US
dollars. For the price of a tank of gas,
these children are thrown into a life
of hard slave labor.  

Blood chocolate is encouraged by
big cocoa corporations such as
Hershey’s, M&M/Mars and Nestle.
With greed leading decisions, big cor-
porations such as those mentioned are
buying cocoa from a seller that pur-
chases their cocoa from several small

farms (too small to sell directly to
Hershey’s and the others) for less
money than it takes to
grow the crop then
combines the cocoa
beans into one large
lot.   

This forces farmers
to be continually work-
ing themselves into
debt. As a way to stay
afloat, some farmers
look to child labor for
a cheap alternative to
adult paid workers.  If
these large, popular companies were

to buy Fair Trade,
these farmers
would instead rise
out of debt, pur-
chase proper equip-
ment and develop
their communities.  

These children
would not live in
fear but rather
attend school, eat

properly, and stay with their families.  
A Fair Trade

symbol represents
that certified com-
pany’s dedication
to fairly-pur-
chased goods. The
farmers were paid
justly; there was
no trace of child
labor, and the
quality of the
products high. The
seal is usually dis-
played on the
wrapper or carton.  

Dagoba, Ithaca
and Divine choco-
lates are all Fair Trade and can be

found at the Whole Earth Grocery
Co-op located on Mainstreet here in

River Falls. There
you can also find
Fair Trade coffee and
tea.

It’s easy to shrug
some of this grave
detail off since it’s
not in America, not
right in front of our
face.   

Instead, we see a
delicious chocolate
bar with a familiar

name. Yet we cannot really agree that
that moment of sweetness is worth an
eight-year-old’s starving frame, can
we?  

While I focus on the matter of
Blood Chocolate in this column, we
cannot ignore the similar tragedy cof-
fee bean and tea growers also face.   

There’s something we can do to
help make things right, to make
things safe, to make ourselves stop
cringing at the blood products in the
convenience store. Just don’t buy it.

Buy Fair Trade items
instead.

The feeling you get is
completely worth the
effort.  The next time I
gulp my coffee, you bet-
ter believe its Fair Trade.
And you can bet that
chocolate bar is too. And
my tea time is as Fair as
it can get. Trust me. It’s
a cause to know about.
Be aware. 

Laura is a junior majoring in
marketing communications and
communication studies. She
enjoys the smell of gasoline.

Laura
Krawczyk

Child trafficking
rings kidnap 

children or buy
them from 

improvished 
families for an

average of 
$35 US dollars.

A Fair Trade 
symbol represents

that certified 
companies’

dedication to fairly
purchased goods.
The farmers were
paid justly; there

was no trace of child
labor, ant the quality
of the products high.

Fair Trade products prohibit child labor

Over the past 
ten years, there

have been plenty 
of “scares,” 

beyond health
issues, that got

excessive coverage.
... SARS, the Avian
Bird Flu, HPV and

other honorable
mentions.
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Twins playoff push looking similar to 2006

If you were to look closely at
this year’s A.L. Central race, you
might find how similar it is to
the 2006 season. It all starts with
the team the Twins are chasing,
the Detroit Tigers. 

Detroit led the division for
most of the year, only to lose it
in the final game of the season.
This year the Tigers have led the
division for most of the year and
are starting to falter losing nine
of their last 14 games, letting the
Twins come from being seven
games back from the division
lead to only two and a half. 

Catching a division opponent
late in the season isn’t anything
new for the Twins. In
both ‘06 and ‘08 the
Twins started off the sea-
son slow and heated up
after the All-Star Break.
Last year, the Twins
reeled in the Chicago
White Sox late in the
season and tied on the
last day of the regular
season, only to the lose
the tiebreaker.

Also, the Twins are no
stranger to winning the
division since Ron
Gardenhire was hired in
2002. They won the divi-
sion four of the seven
years he has been manag-
er. If the Twins were to
catch the Tigers this year
it would be his fifth divi-
sion title with the Twins
and first since the 2006
season.

This year, the Twins and the
Tigers have easy schedules the
rest of the way, but play one
more series against one another.
It is a four-game series that is
played at Comerica Park in
Detroit. It looks to be the decid-
ing series on who wins the A.L.
Central.

The story developing between
these two teams is quite differ-
ent. While I mentioned earlier
about the Tigers suddenly going
cold - losing nine of their last
fourteen games - the Twins have
heated up, winning eight of their
last nine games and took two out
of three games against the Tigers
last weekend at the Metrodome
in Minneapolis.

The division winner in the A.L.
Central will most likely have to
play the A.L. East division win-
ner - the New York Yankees, who
clinched their division title on
Tuesday this week. The Twins
and Tigers did not fare well

against the Yankees this year; the
Tigers went 1-6 while Twins
went 0-7.

A little over a week of regular
season baseball is left. What we
know is the division winner will
have the worst record of all the
division winners in both the
American League and National
League. What we also know is
no team has ran away with the
division this year and it is the
only legit pennant race this year,
as the rest of the divisions and
wild card race look to be locked
up and ready to go for playoffs in
October. What we don’t know is
who wants the division more -
the division-leading Tigers, who
haven’t won the division in 22
years, or the chaser, the Twins,
who have been in this position
before three times in the last four
years. 

Falcons volleyball experiences tough start to conference season
Blaze Fugina

blaze.fugina@uwrf.edu

The UW-River Falls volleyball team
started the season on a difficult note,
opening at home against a top-five
ranked team, UW-Oshkosh, at the
Karges Center
Sept. 18th.

The Falcons
lost all three
sets; however,
they finished all
three of the sets
within six
points of the
Titans.

“We played really well,” Falcons
Head Coach Patti Ford said.
“[Oshkosh] is third in the nation and
picked to win the conference.”

The Titans were ranked third in the
nation by the Division III volleyball
coaches’ poll.

The Falcons and the Titans experi-
enced a close back-and-forth battle in
the first set. After being down most of
the set, the Falcons tied the score at
23-23. The two teams exchanged leads
for the remainder of the set before the
Titans won the set at 30-28.

The Titans won the second game 25-
19, the biggest final score out of the
three sets played on Friday.

The third set, like the first, included
many lead changes between the two
teams. The set score was tied at 24-24
before Oshkosh won the last two
points to finish the match 26-24.

The crowd of roughly 200 fans stuck
around for the entire game to witness
the back and forth points between the
two teams.

Senior Kelsey Scheele led the
Falcons with 12 kills overall; the team
had a total of 36 kills compared to the
Titans 27. Freshman Danielle
Gibbemeyer and senior Gina DeRosa
also had eight kills each.

Kills in volleyball are returns that
directly result in points.

Both teams finished with four aces
and nine blocks. Sofia Sanchez lead
the Titans with 12 kills.

With the win, Oshkosh improved
their season record to 13-0, while the
Falcons dropped their record to 2-9.

The Falcon volleyball team is rela-
tively inexperienced, with few veteran
seniors.

“We have a very young team, with
quite a few freshmen,” Ford said.
“Andria [Vetsch], Kelsey [Scheele]
and Gina [DeRosa] are our [only]
three seniors.”

With all of the young players on the
team, the future is “extremely bright,”

Ford said.
The Falcons

look to do
much of the
same they did
in this game
the rest of the
season.

“Our goals
are to compete
as hard as we

can in every match,” Ford said. “That
will convert to wins.”

The Falcons continued their confer-
ence play against UW-Whitewater
Sept. 19, a team ranked ninth in the
nation. The Falcons upset the
Warhawks in four sets.

“Oshkosh is
third in the
nation and

picked to win the 
conference.”

Patti Ford,
volleyball coach

“We have a
very young
team, with
quite a few 
freshmen.”
Patti Ford,

volleyball coach

Derek
Johnson

For play-by-play, analysis and 
previews, listen to WRFW Sports on

Pure Radio 88.7 or online at 
pureradio887.com

STANDINGS

For complete stats check out UWRF Sports Information
Web site at www.uwrf.edu/sports

FFoooottbbaallll
WWIIAACC SSttaannddiinnggss WW LL
La Crosse (2-0) 0 0
Oshkosh (2-0) 0 0
Stout (2-0) 0 0
Whitewater (2-0) 0 0
Eau Claire (2-1) 0 0
Platteville (2-1) 0 0
River Falls (1-1) 0 0
Stevens Point (1-1) 0 0

VVoolllleeyybbaallll
WWIIAACC SSttaannddiinnggss WW LL
Oshkosh (14-0) 2 0
Stevens Point (5-8) 1 0
Platteville (5-5) 2 1
Eau Claire (10-2) 1 1
Whitewater (9-3) 1 1
Superior (8-6) 1 1
River Falls (3-9) 1 1
Stout (8-5) 0 2
La Crosse (2-9) 0 2

SSoocccceerr
WWIIAACC SSttaannddiinnggss WW LL TT
Stevens Point (5-1-0) 3 0 0
Eau Claire (4-2-1) 2 0 0
Platteville (4-3-2) 1 0 1
Oshkosh (3-3-1) 1 1 1
Whitewater (4-3-0) 1 0 0
River Falls (4-3-1) 1 2 0
La Crosse (2-3-1) 1 2 0
Stout (0-7-0) 0 2 0
Superior (0-7-0) 0 3 0

TTeennnniiss
WWIIAACC SSttaannddiinnggss WW LL
Whitewater (6-0) 2 0
Oshkosh (2-0) 1 0
La Crosse (6-1) 1 0
Eau Claire (3-1) 0 0
River Falls (4-1) 0 1
Stevens Point (7-3) 0 1
Stout (3-5) 0 2  

CCrroossss CCoouunnttrryy
WWIIAACC SSttaannddiinnggss WW LL
No cross country standings available.

GGoollff
WWIIAACC SSttaannddiinnggss WW LL
No golf standings available.

Sally King/Student Voice
Outside hitter Danielle Gibbemeyer attacks the ball against the tough Oshkosh net
defense. Senior middle hitter Gina DeRosa (5) and freshman setter Mackenzie
Suda (13) prepare with tight hitting coverage.

Derek is a journalism major. His interests include: play-
ing/watching sports and writing music. Derek also
spends his time broadcasting sports for WRFW.

             



Americans have under-
gone a paradigm shift.
Whether
willingly or
not, we no
longer look
at big city
sky-rises
with starry-
eyed won-
der,
relishing in
the fact that
US big business is provid-
ing a utopian breeding
ground of economic pros-
perity and power. Instead
we see cesspools of corpo-
rate greed, money launder-
ing and multi-million
dollar white collar theft. So
what do we do as a jaded
American populace whose
schema has replaced cor-
porate with cartel? We
make a comedy about it...

Matt Damon plays Mark
Whitacre, a four-eyed
biochem grad from Cor-
nell, and an up-and-coming
VP at Illinois-based
agribusiness firm Archer
Daniels Midland. But
Mark is also the highest
ranking exec to ever have
blown the whistle on an in-
ternational corporate fraud
case. In between hocking
the corn byproduct Lysine
and hustling food additives
to his children at dinner,
Mark becomes implicated
in his company’s global
price-fixing scam. Reluc-
tantly (at first) agreeing to
help the FBI, Mark quickly
enters into his own game
of fraud, attempting to
pawn ADM and the FBI
around his own self-delu-
sional chessboard as he
bumblingly embezzles $11
million. He sees himself
the next James Bond, even
calling himself 0014 - he
claims to be twice as smart
as 007.

Director Steven Soder-
bergh expertly whittles
down a 3-year quagmire

into a concise 100 minutes,
cutting down to exposing

Whitacre’s
double-
dealing far
quicker
than the
feds did.
But “The
Informant!”
is not con-
tent with
being sim-

ply another biopic. Soder-
bergh creates a film that is
simultaneously true to the
actual events it was in-
spired by, but also a care-
fully constructed cognitive
experiment. The narrative
is purposely sprinkled with
a seemingly random string
of stream-of-consciousness
voice overs from Whitacre,
both providing a rare win-
dow into his mind and ex-
posing that his mind has
long since checked out.

“I’m the good guy in all
of this,” Whitacre repeat-
edly tells Agents Shepherd
(Scott Bakula) and Hern-
don (Joel McHale). The
joke is that Whitacre actu-
ally believes it, twisting
such a convoluted tangle of
lies, not only to himself but
everyone around him, he
nearly chokes himself.
Even ignorant housewife
Ginger (Melanie Lynskey)
falls prey, choosing to turn
a blind-eye towards her
husband’s deception and
desperation.

Damon’s performance is
nothing short of deranged,
and I mean that in the best
way possible. Between the
mild midwestern accent,
the upper-lip hair and rug,
and the 30-pounds-heavier
beer gut, you’ll forget
you’re watching a
blimped-up Bourne, and
really believe in the per-
formance. Damon presents
a real human on screen, not
a stylized Hollywood inter-
pretation. Both he and

Soderbergh play this one
pretty close to the chest,
never attempting to over-
shadow the deadly serious
subject matter with laugh-
out-loud lunacy.

You’ll laugh at “The In-
formant!” to be sure, but
it’s the kind of laughter
that serves only to stifle
tears. The jokes aren’t the
kind suited for water
cooler retelling, but serve
as stinging reminders of
the post-Enron world we
now live in. Perhaps the
cruelest irony of the film -
and it’s the joke that has
me laughing the hardest -
is that not only did
Whitacre serve a sentence
three times longer than the
criminal execs he exposed,
but less than three years
after his release for corpo-
rate embezzlement and
fraud, he became the COO
and President of an inter-
national corporation. I
guess crime in America
does pay...

When London-based singer Mika released his debut
album, “Life in Cartoon Motion,” in 2007, it was imme-
diately recognized as a creation never to
be equaled, let alone exceeded - a flam-
boyantly over-the-top celebration of joy-
ousness that would make Lady Gaga
blush. Though it was the fifth best-selling
album in the world during that year, few
records in recent memory have been
greeted by such a spew of vitriolic hate. 

“When you look like a diseased Leo
Sayer, life is hard enough,” wrote critic
Gareth Dobson for Drowned In Sound. “You don’t need
to release an LP stacked to the rafters with benign saccha-
rine filth that your coyote-ish features become a welcome
distraction.” “Seriously, fuck Mika in the eye with a
knife,” said another. Yikes. 

Unfortunately, all of this malicious venom probably
has less to do with the singer’s trademark effeminate
power pop ballads (which, admittedly, will make many
people’s stomach’s turn) and more about his sexuality, a
subject he refuses to address directly. 

Unable to stay outside of the spotlight for long, Mika
has returned for round two, with his sophomore effort,

“The Boy Who Knew Too Much.” This new release once
again draws upon the likes of Freddy Mercury, Elton

John and the Pet Shop Boys. Despite turn-
ing down the volume a few notches for his
second release, the sight of the British pop
crown is inching ever closer to the singer’s
crosshairs. Although it’s a bit less fun, it’s
more organized and mature, moving be-
yond carefree childhood musings and into
the conflicted world of adolescence. 

Born in Beirut, the 25-year-old pos-
sesses one of the most extraordinary vocal

ranges on the planet-rumored to span as many as five oc-
taves. At its highest, one must wonder if Mika injects he-
lium into his vocal cords before each recording session.
He wastes no time putting it to use on the first track, “We
Are Golden.” Effortlessly jumping between a remarkable,
ear-piercing falsetto and buttery-smooth tenor, it’s clear
that Mika is back - as extravagant, colorful and charming
as ever. 

To describe the average Mika track as infectiously
catchy would be a gross understatement. The track
“Rain,” an audacious pop melody, juxtaposes a bubbly
beat and childlike, high-pitched vocals with a downtrod-

den, frustrated lyrical offering. “This ordinary mind is
broken / You did it and you don’t even know,” he calmly
bemoans. 

There are few genuinely interesting spots on this
album, but Mika’s magical talent speaks for itself. “Boy
Toy,” featuring classical infusions as well as a piano/flute
sampling that sounds like it was lifted straight from a
Fantasia, is a somewhat touching adult fairy tale. And, of
course, there is his frequent tendency to switch between
his usual howling deliveries and a more conversational
style-almost like rap verse, where he speaks to listeners
directly instead of singing at them.

Listening to a Mika album from start to finish is akin to
eating candy. Listening to thirteen tracks or gobbling
down three bags of Skittles will both result in a much-
needed visit to the dentist. However, in most cases the
disco-pop choruses he belts out are simply too irresistible
to stay away. 

After seeing this film
I’ve got to admit to you all,
this has
been just a
little trick-
ier than I
anticipated.
While the
just right/in
between
stage
worked
beautifully
for Goldie Locks and her
minor case of breaking and
entering, it unfortunately
has not carried over into
review writing so swim-
mingly. Needless to say,
I’ll do my best to try and
capture your attention with
an “ehh” movie.

Our viewing pleasure for
this week was dropped into
the hands of Matt Damon
as “The Informant!”
Sounds ominous, doesn’t
it? Intriguing perhaps?
Maybe even beguiling to
the senses of sight and
sound? One could only
wish. Unfortunately, what
started as a curious story-
line turned around into a
rather long-winded, albeit,
funny version of narcissist

Michael Clayton. A true
story, Matt Damon portrays

Mark
Whitacre-
embezzler,
compulsive
liar, and an
all-around
easy going
family man
who gets all
too caught
up in the

Enron-esque behavior of
the corporate manufacturer
he works for. When asked
by the FBI to turn inform-
ant and put the company
away, Whitacre is all too
eager and willing to help
bring injustice to its knees.
However, after years of
planning, taping and col-
lecting evidence, the case
against the company is put
into jeopardy
when
Whitacre’s
own mistakes
catch up with
him. The re-
sult is a feel-
ing of
madness and
frustration, seeming to
make the audience ask the
question: will it ever end?
Fortunately for us, unlike
Mark, it does. 

While Soderbergh does
have a knack for finding
humor in almost any sub-
ject (corporate greed in-
cluded), the film itself
doesn’t have enough to
carry it through to hilarious
proportions. Damon has a
strong role and fits the
character well, perfecting
the “I’m just a nice guy
trying to do right thing for
the family” type, but
lingers in that annoying
oddball category that
makes you as the audience
just want to say, “leave me
alone already!” In addition,
Damon also narrates for
his character throughout
the movie, enabling the

viewer to listen in on
Mark’s personal thoughts
and to gain understanding
of the way he justifies cer-
tain actions over others.
Though this component of
the film was one initially I
took to be a nuisance, I
now would have to dis-
agree, thanks to my fellow
reviewer Ken Weigend,
who pointed out that it is
helpful in developing
Whitacre’s thought process
throughout the film. In this
respect I do feel that
Soderbergh and Damon
worked well to give the au-
dience the real guy with
real issues perspective.
Apart from Whitacre and
his two FBI handlers I
don’t feel that the other
characters seemed helpful,
but unimportant, only in

the story so
as to throw in
moments of
sanity to
baance out
Whitacre
himself.

While this
certainly

won’t be a favorite piece of
mine by Soderbergh, I do
give him credit for taking
on a story that in normal
perspectives, many of us
wouldn’t find funny, and
turning it into a comical
life-run-amuck feature.
With that being said, I will
advise you all that if you’re
dying to see it, wait and
put it in your Netflix queue
because chances are you
might not think those
eights buck you spent were
worth it after all.

Student Voice 7ETCETERASeptember 25, 2009

Corporate crime film pays off

Ken
Weigend

Katie
Heaton

Andy
Phelps

Andy is an English major with a journalism minor. He enjoys gambling and Ko-
rean soap opera. He possesses a deeply-rooted dislike for Nickelback.

Flamboyant artist matures with new album

“...the film itself

doesn’t have

enough to carry it

through to hilari-

ous proportions.”
Ken Weigend is a senior marketing
communications and journalism dou-
ble major. His minor in film studies
gives him the authority to aritrarily
assigen star rankings to represent
film quality.

Katie Heaton is a junior with a major
in psychology and a minor in wome’s
studies. Dreams of Hollywood star-
dom fell to earth when Audrey Hep-
burn hit the scene, but still hopes for
that seccond marriage to George
Clooney.

Aaron Billingsley

aaron.billingsley@uwrf.edu

The Student Association Student Senate of UW-River
Falls will be holding new elections on Sept. 28 and 29 for
their remaining seats this fall semester. With such a low
turnout though, there is not even a need for the elections.

Applications and petitions to be part of the Student Senate
were due Friday, September 18. With little to no advertising
though, not many people even knew about the elections be-
fore the deadline for applications.

Student Senate President Josh Brock was disappointed
with this years turn-out for the elections. “We definitely had
a lack in advertising on our part but I also think general stu-
dent interest in the Student Senate has gone down quite a
bit.” he said.

Before the deadline, only one position on senate still re-
mained - the representative for the College of Arts and Sci-
ences (CAS), which must be a student of CAS. The senate

is also looking for four first year senators, a student enrolled
in their first year at UWRF, and three at-large senators,
which can be any other student wishing to join the Student
Senate, Brock said.

“It’s difficult to get the word out so early in the semester
when a lot of people still don’t even know we have a student
senate,” Shared Governance Director Patrick Okan, who is
also head of the elections committee, said. “We sent out
campus-wide emails and wanted to put something in the
Student Voice and WRFW but the campus media starts too
late and we need to fill these seats as soon as possible.”

The turnout for these elections only brought in one peti-
tion for a first year senator and all three for at large senators.
Even though the elections have not past yet these four stu-
dents are pretty much guaranteed to be on senate, Brock
said.

Okan and a committee of students working with him are
responsible for organizing the Senate elections and making
sure they run smoothly.

According to the Student Senate election rules, “The
Elections Committee will be composed of no less than two
and no more than six currently enrolled students that are not
running for election to Student Association Student Senate,
and or Student Association Student Senate President or Stu-
dent Association Student Senate Vice President. The Exec-
utive Committee will select the Elections Committee
members.”

The elections committee must follow certain bylaws, oth-
erwise they can be terminated or not recognized as being
part of the committee and therefore not paid for their work.

“All members of the Elections Committee will receive a
stipend of seventy-five dollars for their time. The Ethics
Committee may decide not to pay the members of the Elec-
tions Committee if they find that the committee has not done
what they are required to do” according to the Student Sen-
ate election rules.

The senate elections for president and vice president will
be held next semeseter in April.

Senate elections set for Sept. 28, 29
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UWRF Rodeo celebrates 45 years
Angela Lutz

angela.nadeau@uwrf.edu

On September 18 and 19,

UW-River Falls celebrated the

45-year anniversary of the An-

nual Falcon Frontier Days

Rodeo, put on by the Rodeo

Club. The stands were packed

with cheering fans as they

watched events such as bare-

back bronc riding, saddle

bronc riding, breakaway rop-

ing, calf roping, team roping,

steer roping, steer wrestling,

goat tying, barrel racing and

bull riding.

“The rodeo is put on by the

rodeo club team and club

members which is the only

rodeo in our region that is ran

by the students. We take great

pride in this and strive to pro-

vide the best entertainment

possible for our community

members along with faculty

and fellow students who give

us a great deal of support

throughout the year,” said

Dana Kaye, vice president of

the Rodeo Club.  

The ground vibrates and

gusts of sand sweep into the air

from the horses’ hooves as they

thunder around the lit up outdoor

arena located on Lab Farm 1. An-

ticipation is felt in the crowd as

they scream “Yee haw,” applaud-

ing the courageous college com-

petitors from UWRF, South

Dakota State, Dickinson State

University and Black Hills State

University. 

The announcer, who is also

riding a horse, encourages the au-

dience shouting “What do you

think, River Falls?” during the

events. The upbeat music, coun-

try tunes and rodeo clown also

work to rouse the crowd of cow-

boy hats and silver spurs. 

The bucking broncs’ eyes bulge wildly as they ram into

the thick metal fences overpowering the blaring speakers,

stirring the crowd as they watch potential close calls, like

when a male rider is dashboarded over the front end of his

horse.        

The fierce bulls snort while drool streams from their

mouths. They stomp their ton of weight into the sand while

narrowing in on their chosen target, whether it be the

chained metal fence

or even the an-

nouncer. The audi-

ence watches every

move clapping and

shouting in excite-

ment for what is to

become of the bulls

dangerous and unpre-

dictable behavior. 

“The rodeo was a

huge success again

this year,” said Pro-

fessor Nathan O’Con-

nor, advisor of the

Rodeo Club. “The

community has al-

ways been a strong

supporter of the Falcon Frontier Days Rodeo. Attendance

this year was close to 3,000 spectators, which is compara-

ble to years past.”

“This year’s rodeo went very smoothly to ones in the

past. Our crowds were outstanding supporters both days.

Overall, I had a great time,” said Ashley Horsch, president

of the Rodeo Club.

“The one thing that stood out this year was the hard work

and dedication that our UW-RF students demonstrated in

preparing for the rodeo. 99 percent of the work that goes

on to conduct this event comes from student volunteers. I

was extremely proud of their effort this year,” said O’Con-

nor. 

Families are also encouraged to

get involved in the rodeo. “This

year we dedicated Saturday per-

formances to families. We had mut-

ton bustin’(kids ride sheep and try

to stay on as long as they can),” said

Horsch. The Rodeo Club also put on

a kids event called the “boot scram-

ble” where they mix up the chil-

dren’s shoes and the first three boys

and girls to retrieve

their original shoes

win a prize.  

The UWRF Rodeo History began in 1964

by David Stafford who organized the UWRF

Rodeo Club. According to the college rodeo

history, in less than one year, the club in-

cluded over 50 members and the plan began

for the First Annual Falcon Frontier Days

Rodeo. Every year following, the Rodeo

Club has worked hard to put on college

rodeos for the fans in the River Falls area.  

Accord-

ing to Kaye,

“The River

Falls Rodeo

Team will

be traveling

to Iowa, North Dakota,

South Dakota and Ne-

braska throughout this ac-

ademic year to compete at

other schools that are

hosting college rodeos, in

hopes of becoming a bet-

ter athlete and making it

to the College National

Finals Rodeo in June held

in Casper, Wyoming.”

The difference 
between a career 
and a purpose is 
about 8,000 miles.

Learn more about the Peace Corps.
Attend an information session.

800.424.8580 | www.peacecorps.gov
Life is calling. How far will you go?

Monday, October 5th

4:00 p.m.
Global Connections
102 Hagestad Hall

   
     
     

Sally King/Student Voice
Images from the 2009 Falcon Frontier Days Rodeo.
There were three shows in the event, which cele-
brated it’s 45th anniversary this year. The event
was sponsored by the UW-River Falls Rodeo Club,
and is the only rodeo in the upper Midwest region
that is run by students. 

“The rodeo... is the only rodeo in

our region that is ran by the 

students. We take great pride in

this and strive to provide the best

entertainment possible for our

community members along with

faculty and fellow students who

give us a great deal of support

throughout the year.”

Dana Kaye,

Rodeo Club vice president

Listen to

WRFW

FM 88.7

pureradio887.com

‘Find
Freddy’s
Feather’

is returning
next week!

“The rodeo was a huge success again

this year”

Nathan O’Connor,

advisor of the Rodeo Club
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