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While 130 chancellors and
presidents of colleges and
universities across America
have signed a public state-
ment that declares that the 21
age drinking laws are not
working to curb binge drink-
ing, Interim Chancellor
Connie Foster has decided not
to sign. 

Foster made her decision
after she consulted with UW-
River Falls staff that did not
support putting UWRF’s
name on the initiative. A new
chancellor might want to look
at the issue again, but Foster
said that for now she sided
with the experts.

Since it has surfaced this
past summer, the Amethyst
Initiative—named after the
gemstone that the Greeks
thought was the antidote to
the negative effects of intoxi-
cation—has created a storm
of debates in the media sur-
rounding the possibility of
lowering the drinking age to
18.

The initiative does not state
that it wants to lower the
drinking age. Rather, it “sup-
ports informed and unimped-
ed debate,” according to a
statement on the initiative’s
Web site.

Before signing, Wisconsin’s
only acting president listed on
the initiative, president of
Ripon College David Joyce,

consulted with his senior
staff.

“The central issue with the
21 law is that it is inconsistent
with the other ages of ‘public
trust.’You can get married, go
to war, vote and pay taxes for
three years before you can
legally have a beer,” Ripon’s
Director of Media and Public
Relations Cody Pinkston said
on behalf of the college in an
e-mail. “It’s similar in some
ways to prohibition - rather
than work out a tenable solu-
tion to a problem, you make it
illegal. All we’re saying is,
there must be a better way.
Let’s sit down and figure it
out.”

Joyce said from his perspec-
tive the different age of con-
sent sends a terrible mixed
message to young adults
today.

“What age do we say, ‘you
are an adult?’” Joyce said in a
telephone interview. “The
logic is there...let’s find a
common age and make it
work based on research.”

An important issue to note is
that a leading critic of the
Amethyst Initiative, Mothers
Against Drunk Driving, calls
into question whether or not
the leaders who sign the ini-
tiative enforce the 21 age
laws on their campuses.  

Joyce was quick to state that
they were dead wrong and, in
fact, Ripon College has

University chancellors,
presidents across U.S.
debate drinking age
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Last semester’s deliberative
polling recently presented
results which show what UW-
River Falls students think
about the University’s plan
for “going off the grid” by
2012. 

A total of 62 students com-
pleted the survey by either
attending the workshop or
taking it online and were pro-
vided with a briefing booklet
for each. The survey consist-
ed of fact-based questions to
find out how much students
knew about the issues at hand
and opinion-based questions
regarding global warming, the
University’s alternatives to
complete the challenge and
how to pay for the plan.

“Agree” or “strongly agree”
were selected by 95 percent of
students who took the survey
for the funding option for the
plan to lobby the state for
funds, according to the
results.

Another option for raising
student’s tuition received 65
percent of the students in
favor. 

“I was surprised to see that
students were actually in
favor of increasing their
tuition,” David Trechter,
director of the survey
research center and chair of
the UWRF agricultural eco-
nomics department, said.

Receiving compensation
from carbon reduction offset
credits for funding is a possi-

bility. The state, in conjunc-
tion with lending, may also
give incentive money for
renewable energy programs
within institutions, Trechter
said.

“I am an advocate for
renewable energy,” student
Brady Wendt said. “I would
be willing to pay an extra
$100 for the school’s plan.”

According to the survey, 94
percent of the participating
students agree that UWRF
should replace older equip-
ment on campus. Aside from
the new semi-sustainable
University Center and the
remodeling of Kleinpell Fine
Arts’ ventilation system,
facilities management has
been running tests regarding
wood burning in the smoke-
stack as opposed to coal. 

“The problem with that is
we’re burning fossil fuel by
bringing the woodchips there
when you add that to our car-
bon footprint,” Trechter said.
“Electricity is one-fourth of
the campus’ energy use and
the other part of that is heat-
ing and cooling. We’ve ran
tests and there are issues.”

This winter, they will con-
tinue the testing of burning
wood biomass at the heating
plant. If the tests prove to be
successful, they will replace
the burning of coal and natu-
ral gas with the wood bio-
mass, a local and renewable
source of energy for the cam-
pus heating needs.

Blake Gandrud
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A donation of $400,000 was made to
the UW System by an alumnus that
passed away and is to be evenly split
between UW-Madison’s department of
Bacteriology and UW-River Falls’
College of Agriculture, Food and
Environmental Sciences.

The alumnus, Lester Baribo, was a
1943 graduate of UWRF who majored in
agricultural education. He went on to
complete a Ph.D in bacteriology at UW-
Madison and the majority of his profes-
sional work was with the Weyerhaeuser
Corporation, a U.S. company involved
in the forestry industry and the produc-
tion of related products, according to
their Web site.

“For our College, this is certainly one
of the largest donations that we’ve ever
received,” CAFES Dean Dale
Gallenberg said.

Since the indication was that the
money should be for general support of
educational programs in agriculture, the
College has flexibility in deciding how
to best allocate the funds.  

“You hope that there aren’t too many
strings attached [to donations], that you
can use them towards your priorities,”
Budget Director Kristen Hendrickson
said.

The money is likely to be spread out in
a number of projects, some of which will
be fully funded, while others only par-
tially with the balance from other
sources. 

The projects likely to be fully fundable
include classroom renovation in the colt
barn, redoing study and gathering places
in the Ag Science building and the pur-
chase of a number of laptop computers.
Projects that could be partially funded
include agricultural engineering lab ren-
ovation and a water lab that could be

used by several departments.
Rachel Bartel, a senior agricultural

business major, said that she agrees with
redoing study areas in the Ag Science
building.  

“The ag lounge [a study area across
from room 116] is always pretty full,
loud and hard to study in,” Bartel said. 

The list of projects had already been
formulated in the form of an annual
budget request, but after the Baribo
donation Gallenberg consulted with the
associate dean and department chairs
and pulled out items from the budget
request that could be funded by the
donation.

“We’re taking the funding needs that
we have, that we’ve submitted to the
University, and said, ‘Here are our high-
est priorities,’” Gallenberg said.

Hendrickson gave an approximation of
the impact that
$200,000 would have
on meeting the priori-
ties of the College.

“Let’s say they sub-
mitted 20 requests, they
are going to be able to
fund ten of them
through this gift,”
Hendrickson said.  

Normally it could take
years to meet that many
requests and only one or two would be
realistically funded by the annual budg-
et.

Budget requests are submitted annual-
ly to the budget office and then various
committees on campus review them. The
committees critique and comment on the
proposals and then pass them to the
chancellor’s cabinet, which adds further
input, before the proposals end up in the
hands of the executive cabinet.    

There is also student input and repre-
sentation through the various commit-
tees, such as on the Information and

Instructional Council (IITC), which has
eight openings for students (only two of
which are filled), according to their offi-
cial Web site. The Student Senate makes
all of the student appointments to budget
review committees and an important
qualification for students seeking a posi-
tion on a committee is simply an interest
to be on it.

“We usually have a hard time filling
the spots,” Hendrickson said.

The largest donation that the
University as a whole has received was
last year when Lucile Spriggs, a 1938
graduate who majored in history and
English, left $1 million to the University
for scholarships.  

Although alumni and other external
support is only a small portion of the
overall budget, it is becoming increas-
ingly important to the University

because of
declining state
support.  

“What we
would like to
think is that
state and feder-
al support is
used to conduct
base programs,
and other exter-
nal support

allows us to do some new and neat and
exciting things,” Gallenberg said.
“Increasingly, we’re having to rely on
other support to fund our base programs
as well.”

The UWRF Foundation is working to
start a campaign that will seek donations
from alumni and others that can help the
University.

“I think we’ve seen more of these types
of gifts lately,” Hendrickson said.
“Hopefully if we put together a cam-
paign, we’ll see even more of them.”

Alumnus leaves $400,000 to UW SystemUWRF aims to run on all
renewable energy by 2012

UWRF in perfect (Lip) Sync

Sally King/Student Voice
Members of Dance Theater peform in the annual Lip Sync competition, “Livin’ La Vida Loca,” Wednesday at 7
p.m. in the North Hall auditorium. The Lip Sync competition is part of UW-River Falls’ homecoming festivities
every year, where student organizations, Greek life and residence halls all compete against each other. See Amethyst page 3
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River Falls host to homecoming parade   
The annual Homecoming Parade will take place Saturday

at 10:30 a.m. The parade route begins on the north end of
Main Street, go through downtown River Falls and end at the
UWRF University Center. The parade will feature the UWRF
marching band, student organization made floats and, of
course, students.

Homecoming football game between Falcons and Pointers  
The annual Homecoming game will take place between the

Falcons and the UW-Stevens Point Pointers Saturday at 1
p.m. at Ramer Field. Admission to the game is free for stu-
dents with ID.

Family Day event returns to campus
Family Day 2008 is coming on Oct. 11. Hosted by First-

Year Experience, it is a great way for students, families, fac-
ulty and staff to have quality time together while enjoying
beautiful UW-River Falls and participating in events all day
long. Activities include Falcon athletic events, showings of
“Wall-E,” ice skating, a performance by ComedySportz,
observatory showing and a scavenger hunt. The cost is $12
per family member. Registered UWRF students and children
under five are free. 

Coffee with the Times highlights dangers of serfdom
The UW-River Falls Coffee with the Times discussion

series features topics from international investments to iden-
tity theft. All sessions, which are free and open to the public,
will be held in the Chalmer Davee Library breezeway and
last approximately 50 minutes. The upcoming Coffee with
the Times is "The Individual vs. The Collective: Avoiding the
Road of Serfdom," with speaker Brian Huffman, UWRF pro-
fessor in management and marketing. It will be held 11 a.m.
Oct. 9. 

Enrollment increase causes crowding
Lindsey Rykal

lindsey.rykal@uwrf.edu

For the past three years, overcrowding
in the residence halls has been an ongo-
ing problem. There are approximately
200 overflow spaces that were converted
into rooms for students, and 130 students
are still assigned to them.

This results in study
lounges turning into rooms
for up to six people, and res-
ident assistants, who previ-
ously had the luxury of hav-
ing their own rooms, are
now being forced to share.  
It is estimated that 20 stu-
dents will leave campus as a
result of the overcrowding
in the dorms.

"Students decide to com-
mute or go to a different
school once they find out,"
Jason Neuhaus, residential
life west area coordinator,
said.

Students are placed in
study lounges located on
each floor until they are
moved into permanent hous-
ing. Lounges may start out with six peo-
ple living in them, but typically three or
four students stay for the entire semester. 

Students are placed into permanent
housing once rooms become available
due to other students leaving.  

"Probably five to ten percent of stu-
dents move off campus, transfer or get
suspended within the first semester,"

Neuhaus said. 
RAs are also experiencing inconven-

ience because of the overflow. In the
past, RAs were given their own rooms,
but for the last three years they have
been required to share with other stu-
dents.  The rooms are assigned based on
ranking of how long they have been an

RA and their age.  
"RAs value their personal space 10

times more because you are always,
always in a fish bowl," Johnson Hall RA
Alyse Good said.  "I didn't mind having
a roommate last year, but I really appre-
ciate having my own room this year." 

Students are hesitant about being
placed with RAs as well. 

They tend to have negative stigmas
towards the RAs, Good said.

"I was really reluctant on how living
with a RA would affect meeting people,
but it didn't make me change my mind
about coming here. It was different liv-
ing with an RA at first," Elizabeth Moos,
Good's roommate last year said. 

Moos was a transfer stu-
dent and placed into tempo-
rary housing last year.
For the students it is also
hard because they get to
know everyone on their
wing and have to move to
completely different build-
ing once they are placed in a
permanent room, Good said.  

Roommates given to RAs
can be placed into perma-
nent housing before classes
begin first semester, other-
wise it takes about a month.
Once a room opens up for
the student the RA has to
decide if they want to con-
tinue with a roommate.   

"Luckily Alyse became
close, to the point where I
had the option to move out,

but the both of us decided that we want-
ed to stay with each other," Moos said.

According to Kristie Feist , residential
life assistant director-community devel-
opment and education, said plans are
being made to build an addition to South
Fork Suites adding 240 beds to help with
the overflow issue. The addition is
expected to be completed by 2011.

Campus to provide additional resources for bikers
Tim Stanislav

timothy.stanislav@uwrf.edu

An increase in bicycles on the UW-River Falls campus has
caught the attention of the University and has resulted in allo-
cation of funding for new bike facilities. 

Within six months the University plans to incorporate addi-
tional "improved" bike racks
for student bikers. Along
with the new racks, paths on
campus will be widened to
improve traffic flow,
Assistant Director of
Grounds Maintenance
Manny Kenney said. 

The University will be try-
ing a "pilot" program at the
beginning of fall semester.
Students will be assigned
bike lockers to store their
bikes during the winter,
Julie Phelps, assistant direc-
tor of residence life, facili-
ties and administrative serv-
ices, said.  

$15,000 was spent last
year replacing the old bike
racks with the newer, stur-
dier U-style racks. The new
racks more effectively
accommodate bikers as they allow for easier tethering to the
bike frame. The new racks cost $500 each and the money is
allocated from the school's state budget money. The University
plans on adding new racks to Karges and Hagested before win-
ter, Kenney said.

A new pilot program going into effect next semester will
allow ten student bikers a unique opportunity.  The program
will allow ten bikers to store their bikes in hard fiberglass bike
lockers. The program aims at discovering whether students
would use the lockers. If the program is successful the
University may create permanent bike lockers that could be
rented to students on a semester basis, Phelps said.

The campus will be increasing the width of select paths
around campus as well. The main arterial east to west path,

which runs from South Fork Suites in front of the University
Center and ends at the west end of campus near Hagested, is
of primary concern. The paths will be widened from eight to
12 feet to better accommodate bike and pedestrian traffic,
Kenney said.

"The paths can get congested but pathing is decent consider-
ing that the University can't tell people where to walk," student

biker Tim Drallmeier said.
"The lighting on campus is
good. It's dark coming from
the north until I get on cam-
pus."  

The grounds-keeping staff
clears off pathways on cam-
pus when they become
obstructed by weather. The
paths are cleared on a "set of
priority" system, Kenney
said. The emergency vehicle
routes are cleared first, then
the primary east to west
path, and out from there.
The paths should be cleared
by the time classes start in
anything but heavy snow-
storms, Kenney said.

Biking is an integral part
of the campus and greater
community and is a healthy
activity.

"I believe bikes on campus are important and very practical
as long as people use them practically, safely and respectfully,
on or off campus," Public Safety Director Richard Trende,
said.  "A few safety precautions bikers should consider are:
learn hand signals and use them, wear appropriate reflections
and lighting along with rear view mirrors and helmet, think
and ride defensively.". 

Biking is an excellent way to achieve the 30 minutes of phys-
ical activity we require each day, Alice Reilly-Myklebust,
director of student health services, said.

The financial burden to the University is minimal compared
to the benefits, Trende said.  

"I feel empowered when I'm riding," Teresa Aviles, a student
biker said, "I'm not pumping gas, I'm pumping my heart."

Renae Bergh/Student Voice
Grant Everett, a freshman living in Hathorn Hall, is one of
the five residents living in this study lounge.

September 19
- Daniel C. Rodewald, 21, was cited for attempting to buy
beer with a fake ID at Dick’s Hometown Liquor, 1141 S.
Main St. 
- Jacob D. Didier, 19, was cited for open container and
underage consumption on the 700 block of South Main
Street. 
- Alise K. Holst, 19, was cited $249 for underage consump-
tion at Hathorn Hall. 
- Kayla M. Bachmann, 18, was cited $249 for underage con-
sumption at Hathorn Hall.
- Alysha Alden, 19, was cited $249 for underage consump-
tion at Hathorn Hall.
- Timothy F. Dick, 18, was cited $249 for underage con-
sumption at Hathorn Hall.

September 20
- Benjamin S. Anderson, 28, was cited for operating a motor
vehicle while intoxicated and possession of drug parapherna-
lia on the 600 block of South Main Street. 
- Nathanial J. Kasper, 20, was cited for underage consump-
tion. 
- Dillon M. Benda, 19, was cited for theft of a breakfast
sandwich from the Holiday at 302 S. Main St. 
- Knut H. Friisoe, 19, was cited $501 for a third underage
consumption offense at McMillan Hall. 
- Russell T. Sawyer, 19, was cited $501 for a third underage
consumption offense at Karges Center. 

September 21
- Taylor J. Young, 20, Joshua A. Gales, 21 and Michael F.
Vanselow, 20, were cited for disorderly conduct at 603 S.
Main St. 
- Bradley J. Rhode, 21, was cited for a seatbelt violation. 

September 22
-Racist graffiti was discoverd on a bulletin board in the Ag
Science building.

September 24
- Yissell Asencio, 18, was arrested at the University Center
for theft of food and for violating a trespassing order given to
her earlier in the day. 

September 26
- Matthew S. Krause, 27, a bartender at Bo’s and Mine, was
cited for being open after hours at 110 S. Main St. 
- Kyle R. Swanson, 19, was cited $249 for underage con-
sumption at Crabtree Hall. 
- Korbin L. Burke, 17, was cited $249 for underage con-
sumption at Crabtree Hall. 

September 28
- Jessica Aasand, 19, was cited $249 for underage consump-
tion at Grimm Hall. 

Naomi Vogel

naomi.vogel@uwrf.edu

The UW-River Falls art department has recently done their
part in making the UWRF campus greener by getting an
electric glass furnace for their glass blowing classes that
replaced their old gas model.  The new furnace came in this
summer at a cost of $40,000.

Art student Jackson Schwartz described the new furnace as
“a really well built, nice piece of equipment.”

“It is easier for the students to use,” Jim Engebretson, pro-
fessor of the glass blowing classes, said. “It holds larger
amounts of glass, melts the glass quicker, can be insulated
twice as much as the old one and has a larger opening which
makes it easier to get the glass out.”  

The new electric furnace is not only greener and easier
than the old gas furnace, but safer as well. Even though the
new furnace is safer, students are still required to take proper
safety procedures, such as not wearing synthetic clothing and
always working with a partner. 

“No combustion, no flame, no fire,” Engebretson said. 
Not only was the old furnace not environmentally friendly,

but it was also cracking and contaminated with all the differ-
ent glass pieces inside, student Pauly Cudd said.  

The new furnace can be fixed easier and more affordably if
multiple things were to go wrong, while the old furnace
would have had to be replaced entirely. The heating elements
and the crucible can be replaced if they break.

“It was worth every penny,” Cudd said.  
Cudd explained how the old furnace was affecting stu-

dent’s education because it limited what they were able to do.
He wrote a letter, which was signed by students in the glass
blowing classes, to the Dean of Education in the art depart-
ment requesting a new furnace. The result of his letter was
the new safer, greener furnace. 

“The new furnace ensures that River Falls will have equip-
ment for a long time,” Engebretson said.  

In the past the art department built their own glass furnaces
that would usually only last five years, Engebretson said.The
art department stopped building their own equipment approx-
imately 12 years ago. 

The glass blowing classes are located in the Kleinpell Fine
Arts building. There are both cold and hot glass studios.
Students can be seen working on their glass blowing projects
outside of class. There are two glass blowing classes offered
at UWRF, Intro to Glass (Art 229) and Studio Glass (Art
329). Both classes are taught by Jim Engebretson. A student
does not need to be an art major or have any prerequisites in
order to take Intro to Glass.

When asked if the students enjoyed the new furnace,
“Yes,” Engebretson said. “They seem to be in love.” 

Sally King/Student Voice
Bike overcrowding has caused the campus to reevaluate
bike storage systems across campus.

A greener glass furnace 
installed at UW-River Falls
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Committee to select new chancellor by Dec. 23
Paul Stanton

paul.stanton@uwrf.edu

This past summer established a significant transitional peri-
od for the faculty and students of UW-River Falls, with former
Chancellor Don Betz accepting a job offer to become president
of Northeastern State University in Tahlequah, Okla. and
Interim Chancellor Connie Foster stepping into the role as
UWRF’s leader while a search and screen committee seeks a
permanent chancellor.    

“For this...year of change and transition in senior leadership,
I ask you to remember that we are all in this together. The
changes in senior leadership require us to let go of what was
once and move onward,” Foster said in the Aug. 25 UWRF
Public Affairs press release.

Jim Madsen, physics professor and chair of the chancellor’s
search and screen committee, as well as his fellow Search and
Screen Committee (SSC) members have begun gathering

applications and determining deadlines for the hiring process.  
“We have just started to get applications ...but have set Oct.

17 as the day applications need to be in to receive full consid-
eration,” Madsen said.  

To receive full consideration as chancellor the candidate
must first submit a letter of interest, a list of references and a
resume to the SSC. After the SSC reviews all of the applica-
tions, they pick the 12 most promising candidates who are then
interviewed individually. Next, the SSC picks five candidates
to bring on campus. The SSC writes a narrative describing the
strengths and weaknesses of each candidate, which is present-
ed to UW System President Kevin Reilly.  

Reilly then interviews each candidate individually in
Madison and makes a recommendation to the Board of
Regents, who officially approve the hire.

“Our goal is to have a chancellor named on Dec. 23, 2008.
This is when the UW Board of Regents meet in Madison,”
Madsen said.  

As UWRF students and faculty members wait to hear who is
named chancellor, one student questions the responsibilities of
a chancellor.  

“I feel that many of the students, especially the underclass-
man at UWRF, don’t even know who the current chancellor is
or what their job consists of,” Brianne Frawley, a junior at
UWRF, said.  

According to UWRF’s Web site, the chancellor is the high-
est administrative position on the UWRF campus and reports
directly to the president of the UW System. They are respon-
sible for the allocation of resources on campus and ultimately
set budget priorities. 

“I hope whoever is selected as the new chancellor of UWRF,
that they be a strong leader, and willing to put the student’s
needs first and foremost,” Frawley said.  

That is one suggestion UWRF will look to make happen as
Dec. 23 approaches.

stepped up its enforcement of 21 age
laws by tightening restrictions. 

Alice Reilly-Myklebust, director of
student health and counseling services,
and Kevin Syverson, health education
coordinator, both lent their expert advice
to Foster.

Lowering the amount of drinking on
campus by consistently enforcing the
policies and laws and encouraging par-
ents to talk to their kids before sending
them to college is Reilly-Myklebust and
Syverson’s main concern.

“If we can bring the [binge drinking]
rates down, we can change the norm on
campus,” Syverson said.  

Reilly-Myklebust said that she believes
the Amethyst Initiative is wrong when it
says that the current 21 age law is not
working. 

“Looking at the Amethyst Initiative
issue from a health standpoint, by look-
ing at the data, research and best prac-
tices, it is clear that the 21-year-old
drinking laws have saved lives and that
the [21 age] laws do work” Reilly-
Mycklebust said.

History
Wisconsin lowered both the voting age

and the drinking age to 18 in March
1972. Under pressure from the influ-
ences at the time, Wisconsin then raised
the drinking age to 19 in 1984. That
same year President Ronald Reagan

signed the federal government legisla-
tion that would withhold 10 percent of
federal highway aids from any state that
did not adopt 21 as the national mini-
mum legal drinking age by October
1986. The stated purpose of the federal
law was to reduce drunk driving of 18 to
20-year-olds. Wisconsin came into com-
pliance September 1984 and has main-
tained the 21 age laws.

Dick Trende, director of public safety,
called Foster’s decision very wise.

“Unlike University [presidents and
chancellors], I’ve worked in the trench-
es,” he said. 

Trende, the former Hudson chief of
police, has been a patrol officer since
1972 and saw the effects of lowering the
drinking age. In Hudson, he said he
noticed more alcohol-induced fighting
and crashes between the ages of 18 and
20. Bar closing fights were considerably
more frequent when the drinking age
was lower, Trende said.                    

He described a ripple effect that the
college chancellors and presidents in
agreement with the initiative are not tak-
ing into account. The decision to lower
the drinking age would not only affect
campuses, it would spread to high
schools and communities at large. He
said he sees education, stringent laws
and aggressive enforcement as the deter-
rents to binge drinking.

“[21 age laws are] a challenge, but it is
enforceable,” Trende said.

Perspective
Japan’s 20-year-old drinking age is

close to the United States’ legal drinking
age, but Japan’s system is much more
relaxed. Although the number has gone
down, vending machines filled with
alcohol can be used from 5 a.m. to 10
p.m., Japan native Mizuki Katsuyama
said in an e-mail interview. 

The 22-year-old speech communica-
tion major has been in the United States
for a year and said that she was surprised
and slightly bothered how strict America
is when it comes to checking IDs - she
has to bring her passport into bars. 

Reactions
Other students on campus varied in

their reactions to the idea of lowering the
drinking age. One student in favor of
lowering the drinking age is 21-year-old
Heidi Foster.

“When you’re 18 you’re legally an
adult, but you still have to wait another
three years to drink so [the disparages]
make drinking seem more of a big deal,”
the communications studies senior said.

Thomas Sluciak, 20, a computer sci-
ence sophomore, said he can see both
sides of the issue, but said he does not
think it would be a good idea to lower
the drinking age. 

“Anybody who underage drinks binge
drinks,” Sluciak said. “I think younger
people would start drinking because it’s
more available.”

“If the wind survey is posi-
tive and the heating plant test
firing is successful we have a
very good chance of meeting
the very aggressive 2012
goal,” Facilities Manager Tim
Thum said.

Until the time comes when
the University installs one or
more commercial wind tur-
bines, 40 percent of the elec-
tricity used on campus is pur-
chased as renewable block
electricity, according to
Thum.

Renewable energy is pur-
chased by the Wisconsin
Public Power Inc. (WPPI).
One block is the equivalent to
300 kilowatt-hours (kWh).
When purchased, an addition-
al $3 is added to the monthly
energy bill for every block.
By purchasing one 300-kWh
block of renewable energy
each month for a year, cus-
tomers will reduce green-
house gas emissions by over
8,000 pounds annually.

A different survey was con-
ducted in February by the
UWRF Survey Research
Center of Western
Wisconsin’s public institu-

tions and their renewable
energy ideas and use. Results
showed that three out of 88
organizations that responded
(including universities,
school districts, hospitals and
municipalities) have goals for
renewable energy use. These
three included Barron and
Eau Claire Counties and the
UWRF campus. 

WPPI is the energy provider
for River Falls and offers
renewable energy programs
and services. The majority of
the other institutions of
Western Wisconsin have com-
panies such as Xcel Energy,
which does not provide any
such program that allows for
the purchase of renewable
energy blocks.

“Some did not have goals
have renewable energy man-
dates and still purchase ener-
gy blocks. And this is just a
starting point. We would like
to find out about private insti-
tutions and households,”
Shelly Hadley, research spe-
cialist and lead author of the
survey report, said. “It’s an
apparent high priority of the
city.”

Amethyst: Initiative draws mixed reactions from UWRF students, staff
from page 1

Energy: University plans to install
commercial wind turbines in future

from page 1
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On Sept. 22, racial graffiti was discovered by a
professor on a bulletin board in the Agriculture
Science building. This event is disturbing in a
number of ways. 

When it was discovered, UW-River Falls Public
Safety was notified and an e-mail was sent out to
all faculty and staff. Students, however, were kept
out of the loop. 

The Student Voice feels that by not notifying
students, the University was trying to hide the
problem. The University wants to protect their
image, but the student body cannot change any-
thing if they do not know what is going on within
their own campus. 

The faculty and staff should address the prob-
lem directly instead of hiding it and acting like it
does not exist. 

The irony of this is that students are required to
take courses in “American cultural diversity” and
“global perspectives,” yet racism is obviously still
occurring at UWRF. 

There are a variety of courses that fulfill these
requirements but their names suggest they do not
exactly get to the heart of the issue of racism,
including Playwrights of Color (CSTA 230),
American Autobiography (ENGL/WMST 235),
World Cinema (ENGL/FILM/INTS 442), World
Food and Population (AGEC 250) and
International Business (MNGT 355). 

Students can take courses like these, get a good
grade, have peace of mind and feel good about
themselves for being “diverse.” 

By University standards that is enough, but
apparently the message is not getting across. 
The problem might also be traced to students
being desensitized to racial issues because of
racist jokes and stereotypes being thrown around
so casually. 

All someone needs to do to see an example of
this is to watch Chris Rock or Carlos Mencia,
where they base their entire performance on per-
petuating stereotypes of their own races. 

There is a sign on the border of River Falls that
says “visit our an inclusive campus” and another
one right next to it that says “we are building an
inclusive community.” 

Maybe UWRF is not at the point of being
“inclusive” yet, and should go back and join the
rest of the community in the “building” phase.

Racist act raises
concern at UWRF

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Student requests
others to be aware

Typically, I don’t think
someone who saves me hun-
dreds of dollars per year as a
dictator. Textbook Services
(TS) is a wonderful resource
on this campus and I would
say nothing to discredit their
extremely efficient and
money-saving operation.   

Every semester I’m left
with a feeling that can only
be described by Geico  com-
mercials: I just saved a bunch
of money on textbooks by
attending UW-River Falls. 

Working as a manager at
McDonald’s for five years
has taught me that when
employees make mistakes
it’s an “inconvenience” to the
customer. However, when
customers lose common
decency when complaining
to the employees, the incon-
venience is promoted to a
“problem.”

I had an extremely similar
occurrence last year. I
explained that I was willing
to pay, but I believed that
there was a mistake. The
response I received was (I
paraphrase), “Your book
appears damaged, but there
must have been a miscom-
munication. Thank you for
being understanding and we
will wave the fine.”

I do agree with your warn-

ing to freshman. Except, we
shouldn’t beware, but be
aware. Yes, be aware of the
rules given to you the day
you check out your books Be
aware of your attempt to fix
the problem and not the
blame. Be aware of how for-
tunate you are to have
Textbook Services at this
University.

Jordan Harshman,
Student

Explanation given, 
apology offered

Most students, I think,
understand that Textbook
Services (TS) saves them a
lot of money on textbooks
each semester. While stu-
dents who attend universities
which require them to pur-
chase their textbooks can
easily spend $500 per semes-
ter on textbooks, full-time
students at UW-River Falls
currently pay  a $71.65 rental
fee each semester. This enti-
tles our students to check out
primary and supplementary
texts for their undergraduate
classes. 

The textbook rental system
that we have at UWRF is a
great system, but  requires
our students to accept
responsibility for returning
textbooks on time and for
making sure to avoid loss or

damage to their textbooks
during the time they are
using them. 

With this in mind, we give
each student a one page copy
of our policies at the time
they check out textbooks.
Had Eric read and observed
the policies stated on this
piece of paper, he would not
have been charged either of
the fines that he speaks about
in his column. 

We don't enjoy charging or
collecting fines, but it is one
of the few ways that we have
to ensure that students
observe our policies so the
needs and rights of other stu-
dents are not compromised. 

Many times, not returning
textbooks from dropped
classes does result in another
student not having access to
a textbook. This happens
often during  the start of each
semester and it is a serious
problem for TS and students.  

Failure to return textbooks
from dropped classes also
often results in TS having to
purchase an additional copy
of the text and, with many
texts costing well over $100,
this is a significant expense
that is ultimately paid for by
all students. 

We require that all text-
books from dropped classes
be returned within four cal-
endar days of the date that
the class was dropped. In this
sense, we are like many other

rental systems.  
For example, the car rental

company does not have to
prove that someone else
actually needs the car before
they charge you extra when
you return it late. All they
have to show is that it can
result in additional expense
for them and inconvenience
for their customers.

I must admit, though, that I
did make a mistake in charg-
ing Eric a fine for the dam-
aged book that he also
referred to in his column. I
take full responsibility for
this mistake and apologize
for the inconvenience and
expense this has caused Eric.
I will be sending Eric a
refund for the amount of the
fine that he paid for the dam-
aged text. Or, he may come
to TS and accept the refund
and my apology in person.

TS  policies are not written
in stone. I am currently form-
ing a Textbook Services
Advisory Committee for this
academic year. This commit-
tee is the best forum for dis-
cussions about TS policies. It
meets once a month. We need
five students and two faculty
members to serve on this
committee. If anyone is inter-
ested in serving on this com-
mittee, please contact me. 

Virgil Monroe, 
Textbook Services 

Manager

Shady politicians are still able to capture fans
Iwas sitting in an unnamed worthless

class a few weeks ago as a discus-
sion about the current election arose
with the not so objec-
tive professor being
the moderator. 

Sometimes I get tired
of fighting the good
fight, but not this day. I
heard the most defini-
tive statement about
college students and
politics ever uttered. 
“I personally am a fan
of Obama,” the anonymous student
declared. 

I initially was less than surprised.
What? A college classroom and I’m
surrounded by libs? No way. But then I
digressed into a pondering daze of
what a “fan” of Obama actually is. 

Obama began his political career by
being elected into the Illinois State
Senate by having his opponent, and
once mentor, thrown off the ballot
because of a technicality. Obama, who
claims to be an agent of change, began
his career by using old Chicago shady
politics to get elected. That doesn’t
really seem like change, but let’s keep
going.

In that Illinois State Senate, Obama
voted “present” on 129 different pieces

of legislation, refusing to take a “yes”
or “no” stand in an act to avoid scruti-
ny. Former New York City Mayor

Rudy Giuliani jabbed
at Obama during his
speech at the
Republican National
Convention that he was
unaware of a “present”
vote after 9/11, and the
point is dead on. As
president, the guy
couldn’t hide behind a
“present” vote on

tough bills, which makes me a little
nervous. 

Obama, who has been
in the U.S. Senate for
three years, claims to be
a leader who can reach
across the aisle and
encourage bi-partisan
legislation.   

But, according to the National
Journal, which annually analyzes U.S.
Senators’ voting records to compile a
list of the most liberal and conservative
senators, Barack Obama is the most
liberal senator in the U.S. Senate. 

That’s not according to me, or some
conservative talking head, that’s
according to his voting record—the
guy is just another liberal spewing the

archaic left-wing talking points.
I wish my editor would give me

enough words to continue with the
analysis, but he is a tyrant and I must
get to my point, not that any of you
Obama socialists are still reading. 

After everything I’ve looked at, I too
am a fan of Obama. If a man can get
so far by doing so little, he’s amazing.   

Obviously I don’t support him
because I’m not a socialist welfare
recipient cheering for wealthy success-
ful people to pay for my laziness, but I
am sure a fan. I’m a fan of Obama like
I’m a fan of Rage Against the
Machine. I know it’s stupid, but it

sounds great. 
But I also know this:

no one cares about the
issues in this election. 
With all the blogs and
forums online with
idiots spewing all of

their opinions, political columns feel
like white noise. Nowhere is this more
true than on a college campus. 

This election year, I promise to not
bore you with political rhetoric as
often as I bore you with mindless rants
about other stuff.

Caleb is a journalism major. He enjoys debating
about politics and the NFL draft.

Caleb
Stevens

I’m a fan of 
Obama like I’m a

fan of Rage Against
the Machine.
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When I ran for class presi-
dent in the third grade, I

won. The runner-up became
my vice-president. 

Our differences were what
made us a great team as we
worked hard together to repre-
sent our class of 30 students
and to sell the most heart-
shaped lollipop Valentine-
grams than any other classroom
that year.

I often think about what our
grand country would be like if
this system was used for the
president of the United States. 

I imagine a well-rounded
decision making team that
includes both parties’ ideals.   
Everyone thinks their own
opinion is the right answer.
What if there was a way to
incorporate all of the ideals,
although opposite, into one? A
probable clashing of heavens, I
assume.

The first presidential
debate between our candi-
dates, Republican John
McCain and Democrat
Barack Obama, was held
Sept. 26. All day long people
asked me what time it was
scheduled to air, if I planned
to tune in and asked if
McCain would show. 

People planned ahead to
leave their dinner parties pre-
maturely to watch the debate
on TV. After parties popped
open the beer bottles in
rejoicing their candidate that
won the debate. 

Although the viewership
was slightly below what was
for the Bush-Kerry debate in
2004, and about half of the
viewership of the Super
Bowl, it still raked in a 33.2
household rating. 

Why did so many tune in
for this debate and why do
people find it important?
Because it is our two candi-
dates arguing in front of us
about matters that concern us
and they want your vote to
be our freaking leader.

For the first time ever I
can really look at both candi-
dates and pick at them with
things I like and don’t like. 

I like McCain’s experience
and ideas on foreign policy. I
don’t like McCain’s lack of
confidence or his choice of
vice president. 

I like Obama’s ideas on
health care, college tuition,
the war in Iraq and educa-
tion, but having so much

faith in hope is somewhat use-
less.

McCain started off shaky
with his pathetic move regard-
ing the current financial crisis.  
First he wanted to postpone the
debate because
his role as sen-
ator called him
back to
Washington.
When he was
proved wrong
he had to show
his face at the
big fight.  

This brings
me back to the third grade
again. The kid chickens out for
the big fight he wasn’t cut out
for in the first place. 

His excuse is that the teacher
needed help cleaning up the
classroom (suck-up). But the
teacher already cleaned up the
mess and kicks the kid back

onto the playground to meet his
opponent at the flag pole for
the duel. 

Obviously, Obama won the
debate. He proved confident in
his role as a leader and brought

forth his ideas
and views that
seemed logical
and successful.  

McCain was
shot by Obama
with his own
wrong-doings
and his nerves
got the best of
him. 

I want a proud president that
will fix the country’s problems
and do it with confidence, con-
sideration and encouragement
from his fellow citizens.

Teresa is a journalism major and geogra-
phy minor. She enjoys kangaroo burgers
and creating pretty maps.

The irony of the economic struggle
with Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac

(F&F) is not lost on me. 
Fannie Mae was formulated by

Franklin D. Roosevelt in the New Deal
to help pull the United States out of the
Great Depression. Now Fannie and her
brother are the cause of the greatest eco-
nomic disaster since, well, the Great
Depression! This disaster is coming to
the forefront during the most heated and
polarizing election in recent memory. 

I am most interested in the constant
finger pointing by both the Democratic
and Republican parties. Obviously they
can’t both be correct. I hear many argu-
ments over whether this problem was
over regulation or
deregulation of F&F. 

Conservatives tend
to deregulate, and lib-
erals tend to regulate.
Surely our problems
with F&F are caused
by deregulation,
right? Bush is presi-
dent. Therefore, Bush
messed up the econo-
my, right? If F&F were better regulated,
the plethora of bad loans would not have
been approved or packaged together to
be sold and outsourced, right? Wrong.

Unfortunately, the actual catalyst for
today’s crisis was the Community
Reinvestment Act (CRA) which was
enacted by a Democratic majority during
Carter’s presidency.  

The CRA allowed for
federally backed loans
intended to boost the
number of homeowners,
and push loans forward
that would have other-
wise been rejected by
any legitimate financial
institution. This bill was
enacted because an
imbalanced number of
loans were rejected,
specifically African
American applicants. 

The CRA called for the intentional
oversight of information that would
show whether or not an individual or
family could actually make payments on
their mortgage. 

Essentially, F&F were forced to
approve loans they would have other-
wise turned down according to regula-
tion (not deregulation) written into law
by Democrats. 

There were several attempts to stop
this nightmare. The most notable attempt
was a senate bill co-authored by John
McCain, tongue-twistingly entitled the
Federal Housing Enterprise Regulatory
Reform Act of 2005(S. 190). S. 190 was
filibustered by the then Democratic
minority, which meant that S. 190 need-
ed 60 percent of the votes to pass.    

Unsurprisingly, the Democrats voted
along party lines, which successfully
killed this bill. This is absolute proof

that today’s crisis is
undeniably the fault
of the Democrats.

Fortunately for
Barack Obama, most
American voters have
attention spans that
are precisely equiva-
lent to the duration of
a single news brief.  

It’s the economy,
stupid. I have offered verifiable facts on
this matter. Right now it could be our
student loans, credit cards or home mort-
gages at stake.   

Barney Frank, chairman of the House
Financial Services Committee, is now
famously quoted for saying in 2003,
“These two entities, Fannie Mae and
Freddie Mac, are not facing any kind of

financial crisis.” 
Not long after the

bailout failed, Nancy
Pelosi said, “$700 bil-
lion. A staggering num-
ber ... but only a part of
the cost of the failed
Bush economic policies
to our country.”

I am most offended by
the fact that this infor-
mation was so readily
available to me, and still

these Democrats have the gall to lie
right to my face.

Muriel is majoring in history with a philosophy empha-
sis. She is a mother of two, and a community disorga-
nizer. She is happiest when she is debating, smoking
and singing.

Iwas going to write this column about the $700
billion bailout that was rejected by the U.S.

House of Representatives on Sept. 29.
I was truly considering it, but then I started

wondering why, and I came to the conclusion
that many of the students here at UW-River
Falls couldn’t care less about any sort of eco-
nomic deals, packages or stimuli if it means no
money in their pockets.    

This brings me to my point: even though eli-
gible student voters are playing a large role in
this election, few of our wants or needs are
being met or considered. Perhaps you are sitting
here reading this right now and wondering just
what sort of wants or needs I am talking about,
and that is my question to you.

What do you want? 
When I go about my day-to-day business here

on campus I see and talk to a lot of different
people. Some of you may know
me and some of you may not,
but there is almost always a
common theme.  

People in our generation seem
to be lost. Maybe it’s just my
perception of the way things are,
but when I look back to a time
like the 1960s I see a strong rev-
olutionary spirit, a sort of uni-
fied direction. 

Granted it wasn’t the direction that everyone
wanted, but at least people were thinking—at
least they cared. It’s like that black and white
photo we have all seen in the University Center
of the hippy looking guy sitting alone across
from what looks to be North Hall holding up the
peace sign. 

To me he represents a time long past, a time
when students believed in their own personal
power and left nothing to the powers that be. 

For this one man to take time out of his busy
life to peacefully protest against a war nobody
understood was truly monumental. He is not
representing just himself, or just a group, but an
entire idea—a whole movement dedicated to the
idea that peace was possible.

For the past few years there has been a high
level of political apathy. Today this is changing,
though there are still too many people who just
do not care. Understand this: these upcoming
elections have the potential to change a great
deal about our country and we as students
deserve to have our voices heard. 

I’m not just talking about voting. Yes, voting
is great and important, but it is not the only part
of the democratic process which matters. 

Call up your senators or congressmen. Learn
their names and their agendas. Let them know
what you think. Hell, write them a letter or e-

mail if you don’t feel like talk-
ing to them. 

Believe it or not, what these
people say and do matters to
you. It matters to me. It matters
to your parents, your friends
and all of the future generations
after you.   

As both presidential candi-
dates are saying, a time of
change is upon us. It doesn’t

matter if you’re a conservative, a liberal, a
socialist or an anarchist. It truly does not matter
what you believe. 

The fact of the matter is that years of political
partisanship, apathy and corruption have torn
this country apart. Pick up a book, make a sign
and say something to somebody.

Zach generally spends his time forming opinions, though when
he is not doing that, he is trying his damndest to destroy them.

voicesSTUDENT

“No, I was working, but I’ll be reading
the cliff notes tonight”

Ashlee Stewart,
junior

“No. I was working.The person I asked    
to record it forgot to do it.”

Nikki Galvan,
sophomore

“Yeah, I have an interest in how the
country is going and I was interested

tosee what each candidate said.”

Patrick Okan,
freshman

Cindy Bendix,
junior

Student Voices compiled by Jon Lyksett.

Takayuki Kitano,
senior

“No, I was studying.”

“Yes. I have not  made my decision yet. I
watched to see who I would agree with.”

Did you watch the presidential
debate? Why or why not?

Muriel
Montgomery

Zach
Hauser

Teresa
Aviles

Do you realize how
scary this year has

been so far? 
We’re in the middle of

the direst financial crisis
since the Great
Depression. The govern-
ment is on the verge of
spending $700 billion to
bail out Wall Street. Just
last week gasoline prices
rocketed by $25 in one
day to $130 per barrel—
the largest single-day rise
in oil
prices
ever. A
rowdy
gang of
hurricane
hooligans
led by Ike
and
Gustav
battered
our southern coasts and
destroyed American
homes and American
lives. 

And those squirt-gun
fights in Iraq and
Afghanistan—they’re still
going on too, right? Oh
yeah, that whole mission
was accomplished way
back in 2003. I forgot.

It’s easy to hide from
all that reality if you fill
your schedule with tiny
things to agonize over.

Homework, tests,
employment, a credit
card, bills to pay—all
these things serve to
make our worlds tiny,
familiar and manageable.   

We feel safe enough to
ignore the larger issues
that don’t seem to affect
us. But if you look
around hard enough, you
might see some of the
consequences of these
global catastrophes. 

For instance, I recently
discovered that Wendy’s
has snatched from its cus-
tomer’s hungry and quiv-
ering hands that which
makes it so special: the
99 cent, 5-piece chicken
nugget. 

This disastrous ploy has
cast a dreadful pall on
Wendy’s value menu as
well as the entire fast
food industry. The
replacement menu items,

the 4-
piece or
6-piece
nugget,
are sim-
ply insuf-
ficient.   

Crude
oil may
fluctuate
in price

daily, but I refuse to
accept the fact that crude
nuggets are a similarly
unstable economic
resource. 

Are these troublesome
trends to persist exponen-
tially into the distant
future?
Will we
someday
kill our
depend-
ence on
oil? Will
we some-
day pay
$750 for
five
chicken
nuggets?
It seems
we are heading down a
bleak path.

With gas rising in price
faster than movie theater
tickets, transporting one-
self economically has
become a priority. 

The town of River Falls
is great for illustrating the
growing popularity of
The Scooter. This petite
motorized transport was
once viewed as the most
emasculating of all per-
sonal transit solutions
(besides perhaps a pink
Huffy with streamers and
a Hello Kitty bell). 

But The Scooter pro-
vides quick, convenient
and cheap transportation,
so it’s not surprising that
we see them around more
and more. 

It’s just too bad they
aren’t cool or trendy yet.
Until they are, I’ll contin-
ue to transport myself
using these two hairy,
tubular, fleshy objects
that are growing quite
inconveniently right
beneath my torso. 

LEGS! That’s what
they’re called! Legs. 

I’m hopeful. You see,
I’m a man of the future—
I dream of a glorious time
when we no longer
depend on crude nuggets

or the tire-
some trap-
pings of a
physical
body.

Someday,
we’ll live
our whole
lives on
the inter-
net, eating
virtual
chicken
nuggets,

riding virtual scooters
around virtual River
Falls. Spending virtual
money and fighting virtu-
al wars. We will have no
more reality to hide from.
Awesome!

Joe
Hager

Democrats receive accusations
for America’s economic struggle

Fortunately for
Barack Obama, 
most American 

voters have attention
spans that are 

precisely equivalent
to the duration of a
single news brief.

First presidential debate reminds
columnist of elementary school

Students fail to care about what matters

Simple observation illustrates
financial blunder affecting us

And those squirt-
gun fights in Iraq
and Afganistan—
they’re still going

on too, right? 
Oh yeah, that

whole mission was 
accomplished way

back in 2003. 
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With a loss to Northwestern College (Minn.)
41-34 on Sept. 20 and a win against Alma
College (Mich.) 25-20 on Sept. 27, the Falcon
football team will head into WIAC play with
a 1-2 record.

UW-River Falls lost a close game against
NWC in which two turnovers in the first half
might have cost them the game. 

After scoring on their first two possessions,
UWRF had the ball on their own 10 yard line.
Falcon quarterback Storm Harmon threw a
pass to his left on a bubble screen, but the pass
was too far behind and not caught by wide
receiver John Bratcher.

NWC recovered the ball on the Falcons
eight and punched in a touchdown two plays
later.

“We have to limit our turnovers,” Harmon
said. “That one put them in good field posi-
tion.”

Throughout the first half, UWRF ran a lot of
bubble screens because the NWC defense was
plugging the middle after several long runs by
running back Joel Yogerst, who had runs of 36
and 50 yards in the first quarter to set up
Falcon touchdowns. Yogerst finished with 96
yards on six attempts and two touchdowns.

Another costly turnover came from an inter-
ception thrown by Harmon at the conclusion
of the first half.

UWRF drove the ball deep into NWC terri-
tory. Instead of going for the field goal, the
Falcons tried to get six more points, but
Harmon’s pass was picked off by NWC defen-
sive back Luke Delain.

“NWC is a team that has great players at the
wide receiver and quarterback positions,”
UWRF Head Coach John O’Grady said.

“We knew coming in how dangerous they
could be,” he said. “Very concerned about
their skilled players.”

NWC quarterback Zach Tarter had three
touchdown passes, one of them coming on a

74-yard connection to receiver Kyle
Thomforde.

“That was the duo we were most concerned
about,” O’Grady said. “We had man-to-man
coverage on him (Thomforde) and zone on
everybody else.”

That was the last of many scores in the first
quarter, which ended 21-19 in favor of the
Falcons.

NWC had the only points in the second quar-
ter and closed out the half with a 26-19 lead.
UWRF took the lead back midway through
the third quarter as Greg Klingelhuts ran in a
touchdown from four yards out. The Falcons
failed their two-point conversion, but still had
a 27-26 lead going into the final quarter.

NWC scored two touchdowns which ended
up being enough, but UWRF almost tied the
score in the closing seconds of the game.

After NWC’s second touchdown of the quar-
ter, which gave them a 41-27 lead, UWRF
drove 80 yards and capped off the final two
with a Yogerst touchdown run, his second of
the game. 

With 3:51 remaining and down seven,
UWRF opted to kick it to NWC. With more
than a minute to play, NWC had fourth-and-
inches at their own 40 and were going to go
for it to try to run out the rest of the clock.
However, a false start penalty pushed them
back five yards and they were forced to punt. 

With under a  minute, UWRF had the ball on
its own 35 and Harmon went to work. After
several short completions, he threw a 39-yard
fade to Michael Zweifel and was pushed out-
of-bounds at the NWC four.

On second down Harmon tried to connect
with Zweifel in the corner of the end zone.
Zweifel caught the ball, but the referee said he
did not get his foot in bounds

“It was a close play,” O’Grady said. “If he
did get his foot down, he got part of his toe
down and that was it.”   

“I was just hoping to see them (referees)
throw their hands up in the air,” Harmon said.

On the final play, with four seconds left,

Harmon took the snap and looked left for
Zweifel, but NWC brought its safety over for
help.

Harmon then missed an open receiver in the
middle of the end zone as he was hit as he
threw the ball and NWC won the shoot out 41-
34.

“I didn’t know if I got hit when I threw it,
because everything happened so fast,”
Harmon said. “I was expecting the receiver to
sit in the middle, but he kept on moving and I
missed him.”

After the initial read, it
would have been a hard
play for Harmon to com-
plete, O’Grady said.

“He looked at his first
read and saw he was
covered, then pro-
gressed through the rest
of his reads and the rush
got to him and he had to
make a throw to his
right,” O’Grady said. “A
tough play to make.”

In the end, it was NWC’s explosive offense
that hurt the Falcons.

“We gave up too many big plays against
them,” O’Grady said. “We switched our
defense to be more conservative to not give up
those plays, but they did anyways.”

The Tarter-Thomforde connection put up
160 receiving yards and two scores.

“Most of the big plays involved those two,”
O’Grady said. “It was disappointing that we
allowed those to happen.” 

Zweifel led all receivers with 162 yards
receiving and one touchdown. 

Harmon finished with 264 yards passing,
one touchdown and one interception.

UWRF was able to shake the memories of
a crushing loss and beat Alma on the road 25-
20.

“It was a close one the whole way through,”
O’Grady said.

Alma took the opening drive for a score on

a Mackenzie McGrady to Jeremy Stephens
touchdown pass. 

UWRF countered with a 14 play, 80-yard
drive of its own, holding the ball for 6:49. The
extra point failed and the first quarter ended 7-
6 in favor of Alma.

After a Jesse Finer field goal, the teams
exchanged touchdown runs, which included
Harmon’s second touchdown run of the year
from the three-yard line and the first half
ended with UWRF leading 16-13.

After a Finer field goal, McGrady ran in a
touchdown from the
UWRF three to give Alma
a 20-19 lead going into the
fourth.

“He’s a big, tough quar-
terback who isn’t afraid to
get hit,” O’Grady said of
McGrady. “Very talented
player.”

Early in the fourth, soph-
omore running back Matt
Pollock put the Falcons

ahead for good with an 11-yard touchdown
run, which ended up being the final scoring
drive for both teams.

“It’s a very pleasing win,” O’Grady said. 
When the Falcons got ahead in the fourth, it
was the defense that stepped up to hold onto
the slim lead.

“The defense played tremendous football,”
O’Grady said. “They played the way we want-
ed them to play. We controlled the clock on
offense and that’s how this team needs to play
to win.” 

With the victory, O’Grady now has 99 career
coaching wins as Falcon head coach. If
UWRF wins its homecoming game against
UW-Stevens Point on Oct. 4, it would be win
100 for O’Grady.

“It doesn’t mean much than I’m getting to be
an old man,” O’Grady said. “If it happens I
will be happy for my team.”

Falcons enter conference play 1-2

Renae Bergh/Student Voice
Falcon quarterback Storm Harmon throws a pass during the game against Northwestern College Sept. 20 at Ramer Field. After a winning match-up at Alma College
(Mich.) Sept. 27, the football team enters WIAC conference play with a 1-2 record. The Falcons will play their homecoming game against UW-Stevens Point Oct. 4.

ESPN sucks. 
There, I said it. I know this will anger many of you who

religiously tune in to SportsCenter, First Take, Around the
Horn, Pardon the Interruption and all the rest of ESPN’s
programming.

Everything that made ESPN good in
their early days has been replaced by obnox-
ious anchors and analysts, human interest
stories and coverage of fascinating events
like the rock, paper, scissors world champi-
onship instead of, you know, sports high-
lights.  

Now the airwaves are filled up with the
likes of Skip Bayless and Stephen A. Smith
shouting their opinions at you. I do realize
this column is me shouting (writing) my
opinion at you, but I’m not responsible for national sports
coverage either. 

ESPN is, and they abuse the privilege by shoving the
Boston Red Sox, New England Patriots, New York Yankees

and Los Angeles Lakers down our throats at every possible
opportunity, and largely ignoring anything that doesn’t hap-
pen near an ocean. 

It baffles me how many people I meet around here who
swear by ESPN, even when the Midwestern teams they fol-

low are pushed aside for up-to-the-minute
coverage of what Alex Rodriguez had for
lunch. 

ESPN has forgotten about sports journal-
ism and moved on to sports marketing,
appealing to the lowest common denomina-
tor of sports fans and airing whatever they
think will get the best ratings. 

SportsCenter, their flagship show, often
starts off with ten minutes of highlights
from the New England teams, followed by

five more minutes of analysis of said teams. I can grudging-
ly accept the coastal biases, since ESPN is based in Bristol,
Conn., but as soon as they cut to the analysts, I’m thinking
they could be showing highlights from other games with

this time.
I’m perfectly capable of forming my own opinions about

sports and I don’t need to be told what to think by washed
up athletes-turned-anchors and whiny analysts like the
aforementioned Bayless. 

I also don’t need to see 20-minute human interest seg-
ments, hot dog eating contests, spelling bees and the World
Series of Darts.  

What I do need is to see more of the actual games being
played, to aid in my opinion-forming abilities. 

Maybe I would be better off just learning to love Manny
Ramirez, Tom Brady and Kobe Bryant, but all I know is
that a little part of me dies inside every time I contribute to
ESPN’s ratings when I watch Baseball Tonight to see their
15 seconds of Minnesota Twins coverage. 

Ben is a senior journalism major and is the assistant editor of the Student

Voice. He is obsessed with baseball  and is a die-hard Minnesota Twins fan. 

ESPN shows bias, wastes time

Ben
Brewster

“They played the way we
wanted them to play. We

controlled the clock on the
offense and that’s how this

team needs to play to
win.”

John O’Grady,
UWRF head football coach
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Junior cross country run-
ner Becca Jordahl broke her
previous record at the Griak
Invitational en route to
defending her title while the
men’s team placed two run-
ners in the top 15 Sept. 27.

“Based from last year we
had a huge improvement in
time from everybody,” co-
Women’s Coach Scott
Sekelsky said. “Overall I’m
really happy and, of course,
with Becca winning for the
second year in a row, it was
nice to see she could hang
with and outkick a national
champ in the one mile.”

Jordahl finished with a
time of 21:59.9, beating
Marie Borner from Bethel
University by less than two
seconds in the 6,000-meter
race. The women’s team,
however, was unable to
place another runner in the
top 80 and finished 19 out
of 36 teams and fifth out of
the seven WIAC teams that
ran.

“I thought we did really
well; we had four runners
packed together well and our
fifth, sixth and seventh runners
all moved up a lot today,” captain
Leah Korf said. “The WIAC is a
tough conference, but I think
we’ve got a shot to be a competi-
tor.”

The men’s team, ranked ninth in
the Div. III Midwest region, fin-
ished seventh out of 31 teams
with all five scoring runners plac-
ing in the top 81. Junior Chad
Ernst led UW-River Falls finish-
ing 11th overall, running the
8,000 meter course in 26:08.
Senior Jason Phillippi finished
just one second slower, placing
14th.

“I feel pretty pleased that we
did this well,” Ernst said.
“Overall, it’s nice to get up there
and have a teammate, Jason
Phillippi, right behind me too, so

that’s nice to see.”
The men’s team finished fourth

among WIAC teams at the meet
with 221 points. UW-La Crosse
won the meet with 52 points and
is ranked first in the Midwest
region and third in the national
poll. UWRF received two votes
in the national poll, the first time
in the program’s history that it
has received votes. 

“It’s a great meet for the men to
see where we’re at against the
ranked teams in the nation,” Head
Coach Keven Syverson said. “I
think overall the team responded
well; we’ve never run particular-
ly well here. It’s the first time
we’ve had award winners here
[for the men] in...well I don’t
know if we’ve ever had award
winners here.”

The seventh place finish for the
men is 11 places better than the

18th place in 2007 at the Griak.
Prior to the race, Syverson said
that the men’s team was really
looking to finish in the top ten
and if they ran really well they
could get in the top seven.
Syverson attributes that finish to
a pair of strong runners up front.

“You need a front runner,”
Syverson said. “That’s what the
men have been lacking: a nice
one-two punch.”

Syverson assessed the WIAC
with realistic expectations, noting
that La Crosse, UW-Stevens
Point and UW-Oshkosh were the
top three teams, but also saying
that it is wide open after that.

“We want to see where we fit
into that mix. It’s going to be real
tight in there,” Syverson said.
“We’re closer than we’ve been in
a while. To be in that mix is a real
positive step for our program.”

STANDINGS
FFoooottbbaallll
WWIIAACC SSttaannddiinnggss WW LL
UW-Whitewater (3-0) 1 0
UW-Stevens Point (3-0) 0 0
UW-Oshkosh (2-0) 0 0
UW-Platteville (2-1) 0 0
UW-Stout(2-1) 0 0
UW-River Falls(1-2) 0 0
UW-La Crosse(0-3) 0 0
UW-Eau Claire(2-1) 0 1

VVoolllleeyybbaallll
WWIIAACC SSttaannddiinnggss WW LL
UW-Oshkosh(18-1) 3 0
UW-Eau Claire(10-9) 2 0
UW-La Crosse(14-5) 2 1
UW-Whitewater(13-5) 2 1
UW-Platteville(10-7) 2 1
UW-River Falls(8-10) 0 2
UW-Stevens Point(8-11) 0 2
UW-Superior(6-9) 0 2
UW-Stout(3-14) 0 2

SSoocccceerr
WWIIAACC SSttaannddiinnggss WW LL TT
UW-Eau Claire(9-0-2) 3 0 0
UW-Stout(4-4-2) 2 1 1
UW-Stevens Point(7-2-0) 2 0 0
UW-La Crosse(5-3-1) 2 1 0
UW-Platteville(6-3-1) 2 2 0
UW-Oshkosh(5-2-2) 1 0 1
UW-Whitewater(4-5-0) 1 2 0
UW-Superior(2-8-1) 0 3 0
UW-River Falls(2-8-0) 0 4 0

TTeennnniiss
WWIIAACC SSttaannddiinnggss WW LL
UW-Whitewater(4-1) 2 0
UW-La Crosse(5-1) 1 0
UW-Eau Claire(6-3) 2 1
UW-Oshkosh(7-3) 2 2
UW-River Falls(7-2) 1 2
UW-Stevens Point(5-3) 1 2
UW-Stout(1-4) 0 2  

Falcons finish strong at Griak 

Sarah Schneider/Student Voice
The Falcon cross country teams run during a practice Oct. 1. The
Falcons competed at the Griak Invitational Sept. 27.

Jordahl, Harmon named WIAC athletes of the week
Falcon cross country runner Becca Jordahl and football quarterback Storm

Harmon have been named WIAC athletes of the week according to league
Sports Information Director, Matt Stanek. Jordahl, a junior from Pocatello,
Idaho, set a course record in winning the prestigious Griak Invitational race on
Saturday at the University of Minnesota. Jordahl was the top finisher with a
time of 21:59 over the 6,000-meter course. Nearly 500 runners competed in the
race. This is Jordahl’s second win at the Griak. The Falcons will run at the
Blugold Open Friday at 4 p.m., and some members of the team will run at the
Pre-Nationals meet in Hanover, Ind. 

Harmon, a senior from Altoona, Wis., led the Falcon offense to a productive
day in the team’s 25-20 win at Alma College on Saturday. UWRF opens WIAC
play on Saturday hosting UW-Stevens Point at Ramer Field. Kick off is set for 1
p.m.

Falcons host THINK PINK match Oct. 8
The Falcon volleyball team will host its inaugural “THINK PINK” match on

Wednesday, Oct. 8 at 7 p.m. in Karges Center to raise both money and aware-
ness for breast cancer. The first 200 fans in the door, wearing PINK attire, will
receive a free Falcons volleyball t-shirt. The Falcons will collect donations for
the Susan B. Komen Foundation through the “Dig for the Cure” campaign.
Fans, businesses and family members may pledge amounts for every dig the
Falcons record against UW-Eau Claire that night, or they can make flat dona-
tions. Each of the Falcon players has a goal of collecting $500 for the cause. All
proceeds collected will be donated on behalf of the WIAC to the Komen
Foundation in Madison. During the match, the Falcons will wear pink warm-up
shirts, pink shoelaces and pink hair ribbons and will set up a Breast Cancer
Awareness booth and tribute outside of Karges.

Falcon tennis takes two
The Falcons extended their winning streak to three with two 8-1 wins over

Ripon and Hamline Saturday afternoon at home. The Falcons, now 7-2 overall
and 1-2 in the WIAC, will host UW-Eau Claire in a WIAC match Wednesday at
3:30 p.m.

Sports Wrap courtesy of 
UW-River Falls Sports Information

SPORTS WRAP
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CLASSIFIEDS
To learn more aout classified or 

display ad rates, contact the 
business office. You can also view them online at

www.uwrfvoice.com

Student Voice Business Office
410 S. Third Street, 304 North Hall

River Falls, WI 54022
Phone: (715) 425-3118

Email: advertising@uwrfvoice.com

Employment

GYMNASTICS COACHES

Rising Stars Gymnastics in Oakdale is seeking responsi-
ble coaches and office staff for early-late evening week-
days and Saturday morning until early afternoon. 

Please email resumes to Elena at team@risingstars-
gym.com or fax to 651-731-1215.

8" SUB SANDWICHES

#1 PEPE®
Real applewood smoked ham and provolone cheese
garnished with lettuce, tomato, and mayo.

#2 BIG JOHN®
Medium rare choice roast beef, topped with
yummy mayo, lettuce, and tomato.

#3 TOTALLY TUNA®
Fresh housemade tuna, mixed with celery, onions,
and our tasty sauce, then topped with alfalfa sprouts,
cucumber, lettuce, and tomato. (My tuna rocks!)

#4 TURKEY TOM®
Fresh sliced turkey breast, topped with lettuce,
tomato, alfalfa sprouts, and mayo. (The original)

#5 VITO®
The original Italian sub with genoa salami, provolone,
capicola, onion, lettuce, tomato, & a real tasty Italian
vinaigrette. (Hot peppers by request)

#6 VEGETARIAN
Layers of provolone cheese separated by real 
avocado spread, alfalfa sprouts, sliced cucumber, 
lettuce, tomato, and mayo. (Truly a gourmet sub not 
for vegetarians only . . . . . . . . . . . peace dude!)

J.J.B.L.T.®
Bacon, lettuce, tomato, & mayo.
(The only better BLT is mama's BLT)

#7 GOURMET SMOKED HAM CLUB
A full 1/4 pound of real applewood smoked ham,
provolone cheese, lettuce, tomato, & real mayo!

#8 BILLY CLUB®
Choice roast beef, smoked ham, provolone cheese,
Dijon mustard, lettuce, tomato, & mayo.

#9 ITALIAN NIGHT CLUB®
Real genoa salami, Italian capicola, smoked ham,
and provolone cheese all topped with lettuce, tomato,
onion, mayo, and our homemade Italian vinaigrette.
(You hav'ta order hot peppers, just ask!)

#10 HUNTER’S CLUB®
A full 1/4 pound of fresh sliced medium rare
roast beef, provolone, lettuce, tomato, & mayo.

#11 COUNTRY CLUB®
Fresh sliced turkey breast, applewood smoked ham,
provolone, and tons of lettuce, tomato, and mayo!
(A very traditional, yet always exceptional classic!)

#12 BEACH CLUB®
Fresh baked turkey breast, provolone cheese, avocado
spread, sliced cucumber, sprouts, lettuce, tomato, and
mayo! (It's the real deal, and it ain't even California.)

#13 GOURMET VEGGIE CLUB®
Double provolone, real avocado spread, sliced
cucumber, alfalfa sprouts, lettuce, tomato, & mayo.
(Try it on my 7-grain whole wheat bread. This veggie
sandwich is world class!)

#14 BOOTLEGGER CLUB®
Roast beef, turkey breast, lettuce, tomato, & mayo.
An American classic, certainly not invented by J.J. but
definitely tweaked and fine-tuned to perfection!

#15 CLUB TUNA®
The same as our #3 Totally Tuna except this one has
a lot more. Fresh housemade tuna salad, provolone,
sprouts, cucumber, lettuce, & tomato.

#16 CLUB LULU®
Fresh sliced turkey breast, bacon, lettuce, tomato,
& mayo. (JJ's original turkey & bacon club)

#17 ULTIMATE PORKER™
Real applewood smoked ham and bacon with lettuce,
tomato & mayo, what could be better!

© 1 9 8 5 ,  2 0 0 2 ,  2 0 0 3 ,  2 0 0 4 ,  2 0 0 7 ,  2 0 0 8   J I M M Y  J O H N ’ S  F R A N C H I S E ,  L L C    A L L  R I G H T S  R E S E R V E D .  We  R e s e r v e  T h e  R i g h t  To  M a k e  A n y  M e n u  C h a n g e s .

All of my tasty sub sandwiches are a full 8 inches of
homemade French bread, fresh veggies and the finest
meats & cheese I can buy! And if it matters to you,
we slice everything fresh everyday in this store, right
here where you can see it. (No mystery meat here!)

GIANT club sandwiches
My club sandwiches have twice the meat or cheese, try it
on my fresh baked thick sliced 7-grain bread or my famous
homemade french bread!

This sandwich was invented by
Jimmy John's brother Huey. It's huge
enough to feed the hungriest of all
humans! Tons of genoa salami, sliced
smoked ham, capicola, roast beef,
turkey & provolone, jammed into
one of our homemade French buns
then smothered with onions, mayo,
lettuce, tomato, & our homemade
Italian dressing.

THE J.J.
GARGANTUAN®

Established in Charleston, IL
in 1983 to add to students GPA
and general dating ability.

ok, so my subs really aren't gourmet and 
we're not french either. my subs just taste 
a little better, that's all! I wanted to
call it jimmy john's tasty sandwiches, but
my mom told me to stick with gourmet. 
She thinks whatever I do is gourmet, but
i don't think either of us knows what it
means. so let's stick with tasty!

BOX LUNCHES, PLATTERS, PARTIES!

JJ UNWICHJJ UNWICH®®

Same ingredients and price of the
sub or club without the bread.

Low Carb Lettuce Wrap

PLAIN SLIMS®

Any Sub minus the veggies and sauce

slim 1 Ham & cheese
slim 2 Roast Beef
slim 3 Tuna salad
slim 4 Turkey breast
slim 5 Salami, capicola, cheese
slim 6 Double provolone

DELIVERY ORDERS will include a delivery
charge of 25¢ per item (+/–10¢).

++JIMMYJOHNS.COM ++

JIMMY TO GO®

CATERING

Soda Pop

Giant chocolate chip or oatmeal raisin cookie

Real potato chips or jumbo kosher dill pickle

Extra load of meat

Extra cheese or extra avocado spread

Hot Peppers

+

+

+

+

+

+

+ sides +

freebies (subs & clubs only)

Onion, lettuce, alfalfa sprouts, tomato, mayo, sliced
cucumber, Dijon mustard, oil & vinegar, and oregano.

Corporate Headquarters Champaign, IL

TO FIND THE LOCATION NEAREST YOU VISIT JIMMYJOHNS.COM

WE DELIVER! 7 DAYS A WEEK

"YOUR MOM WANTS YOU TO EAT AT JIMMY JOHN'S!"®

New Facebook receives negative attention
Adrianne Patterson

adrianne.patterson@uwrf.edu

Unless you have been hibernating under a big rock in the
Pacific Ocean or have recently deleted your Facebook profile
due to the lack of homework getting accomplished, you are
already well aware of the recent disapproving attention the
new facelift Facebook has received.

As of Sept. 10, the new version of Facebook became the one
and only option for users, sparking negative Facebook groups,
online petitions and media attention.

According to Mark Zuckerberg, founder of Facebook, the
new change was needed to accommodate the growing and
evolving site.

"In the last four years, we've built new products that help
people share more, such as photos, videos, groups, events,
wall posts, status updates and so on,"
Zuckerberg said in his Facebook blog. "As
people share more, sometimes we need to
change the site to accommodate how much
information people are posting." 

Zuckerberg expresses to Facebook users
that adapting to change takes time and it is
difficult, but the new version was created
to simplify all the applications and features
on the site.

On July 21, the Facebook Profiles
Preview site announced the launch of the
new version of Facebook. Users were
given the option of changing to the new
version and were encouraged to "get accustomed to it" and to
express their overall reaction.

According to Zuckerberg, more than 40 million people tried
the new version of Facebook and 30 million continued using
it. This gave creators of Facebook more than enough proof to
make the new version the only version.  

"I personally saw the option to change to the new style of
Facebook, but I felt there was really not a need to switch. A
drastic change for millions of users is a risk that just screams
drama," Kristi Kelly, a UW-River Falls senior, said.

On Sept. 10, when the new version became permanent, it left
60 percent of users still unfamiliar with the new Facebook,
leading to negative attention in news media, blog sites and
Facebook groups, all fighting for the return of the old version.

"When I first saw the previews for the new layout, I knew I
didn't like it right away. Even after I played around with it for
a while I still didn't like it," Scott Sanders, sophomore of
Austin Peay University located in Clarksville, Tenn., said via
e-mail.

After the new version was introduced, Sanders created the
Facebook group "Petition Against the 'New Facebook.'" The
group reached over one million members in five days and cur-
rently sits at 1,648,474 members.

Sanders' group, in particular, has received media attention
from at least three national news sites about the rapidly
increasing membership.

"I have received much more attention than I had expected. It

started out as dozens of messages and friend requests every
day. Soon after, it moved on to small blog sites and then radio
stations. Once the group reached the near million mark, I had
spoken to Associated Press and BBC. At 1.5 million members,
I spoke to someone doing a bit for iReport on CNN," Sanders
said.

According to BBC, more than one million Facebook users
have joined an anti-new version group, promoting their disap-
proving feelings towards the recent change.  

Jaxon Gruber, a student from Newark Academy in
Livingston, N.J., is the creator of yet another Facebook group
against the change. "The new Facebook is shit. 500,000
against the new Facebook!" currently has 5,902 members and
is growing every day.

"I created the anti-new version Facebook group because I felt
it might've had a fighting chance against the permanent publi-

cation and I wanted to make sure that I was-
n't alone in my beliefs. I just felt like the
users of Facebook were already content
with the old version," Gruber said in an e-
mail interview. 

Along with Facebook users across the
country expressing their pessimistic emo-
tions by joining Facebook groups, UWRF
senior Betsy Straub said she shares the
same reaction.

"I just don't get why the change was nec-
essary. Facebook is popular because of the
users, and if the users are not happy with
something, that should be respected. I just

feel like I am left with no options and that angers me," Straub
said.

As growing anger and dissatisfaction continues to be
expressed, the overall progress toward change is unknown.

"At most, I'd like to accomplish with this group is to con-
vince Facebook to leave the option to revert back to the old
layout," Sanders said. "If that does not happen there are still
some changes they could make to the new layout to make it a
bit more appealing to more users."

Zuckerberg responded to the reaction of the new version and
assures users that their opinions are being heard and are
respected.

"Facebook is a work in progress. We constantly try to
improve things and we understand that our work isn't perfect.
We appreciate the thousands of you who have written in to
give us feedback," Zuckerberg said on the Facebook blog.
"Even if you're joining a group to express things you don't like
about the new design, you're giving us important feedback and
you're sharing your voice, which is what Facebook is all
about."

The next step, if there is to be one, is indefinite. Zuckerberg
has not made any recent comments about altering the new ver-
sion and the angry Facebook users have not stepped down
from their pedestal.

"I know that Facebook users like me are angry, but I truly do
not see users getting rid of their profile because of the change,"
Straub said. "It looks like we just might have lost this battle."

Kelly Richison

kelly.richison@uwrf.edu

Students from the UW-River Falls chapter of Building
Tomorrow continue their fundraising efforts and will travel
to Uganda in January 2009, where they will help to build a
school. 

Student Affairs coordinator Amy Lloyd said that the
UWRF chapter of Building Tomorrow was started in 2006
during the crisis brought on by Hurricane Katrina. Students
heard about the organization and wanted to get involved.
Lloyd said that the chapter has raised $8,500 so far. The
chapter’s goal is to raise $12,000, which is enough money
to build two classrooms in a school. It costs $32,000 to
build a school and each is built in the uniform layout estab-
lished by the organization.

Lloyd will be traveling with the group of six students dur-
ing the trip. She said that the group would leave on Jan. 2,
2009, and will return on Jan.17, 2009. The group is sched-
uled to travel first to Washington D.C. where they will meet
up with other Building Tomorrow chapters before continu-
ing on to Uganda. During the trip students will help with
the construction of a school and will be staying with vari-
ous host families they have been matched up with, Lloyd
said. Also on the itinerary is a safari where students will
have the opportunity to explore the surrounding area. 

A similar trip to Uganda was planned for last year, but
violence in Kenya prevented the group from leaving
Washington D.C. and the trip was cancelled from there.

Building Tomorrow is a non profit organization that was
started in 2005 by George Srour, who was an intern for the
United Nations in Uganda. During his internship, Srour saw
that there were children in Uganda who needed help. He
established the very first Building Tomorrow chapter at the
College of William and Mary. The chapter launched its
“Christmas in Kampala Campaign” which raised nearly
$45,000. The organization was able to build its first school
in Uganda in 2006. The organization now consists of 15
chapters at colleges and universities around the country.
The goal of Building Tomorrow is to build ten schools in
Uganda by 2010, according to the organization’s Web site.

The UWRF chapter of Building Tomorrow has a number
of different fundraisers in place to continue its’ efforts. A
pancake breakfast was held on Sept. 20, which raised $850,
Alicia Hurkman, the student manager of the chapter, said in
an Internet interview 

The chapter has a number of different fundraisers in place
to continue its efforts.

“To raise the necessary funds our chapter sells handmade
Ugandan necklaces, stationery, photobooks and buttons,”
she said. 

In October, the chapter will hold its annual Big Event,
which will consist of various activities and performances. 

“We will be holding the 3rd annual Big Event on Oct. 11
with Family Day,” Hurkman said.

The day will begin with the Little Event, which is a kid’s
carnival that will start at 10 a.m. and will run until 2 p.m.
The Big Event will begin later in the evening at 7 p.m. with
a performance by Comedy Sportz, which will take place in
the University Center Ballroom. 

The Big Event will end with a performance by the step
company, Step Afrika at 8:30 p.m. in North Hall. All of the
activities and entertainment of the Big and Little Events are
free and open to the public. 

UWRF Students raise funds,
provide support in Uganda

“Facebook is popular
because of the users,

and if the users are not
happy with something,

that should be 
respected.”
Betsy Straub,
UWRF senior



There is a unique sense that many
bands possess, but for better or
worse, many of those bands feel the
need to add extra ingredients or
change it up from album to album.
This is not the case for the Long
Island quartet Bayside, who on Sept.
30, managed to release not one, but
two albums. Bayside has a unique
mix-mash of dark, depressing, emo
lyrics. They have solos that drown
you into an oblivion of your own
mind, and right when you think the

song is about finished, you’re hit
directly in the face with a line from
Anthony Raneri’s indistinguishable
larynx that leaves you wondering.

Although this unique sound has
stood strong throughout the years, 
it’s the album where Bayside final-

ly decided to do something a little
different. Take everything aside
from Raneri’s vocals and wipe it out
of your mind, because this album at
first has you thinking outside the
Bayside box.
Their fourth stu-
dio release,
“Shudder” is a
breath of fresh
air; the light at
the end of the
tunnel in comparison to Bayside’s
previous releases.   “Shudder” man-
ages to provide the listener with a
thriving burst of optimism, whereas

prior releases left listeners contem-
plating life’s next move. “Shudder”
is nothing like its predecessors— it
doesn’t possess the tightrope line
equilibrium of lyrics that drown you
into the sorrows of your life or bring
you to the point of near resentment.

Raneri’s vocals are raw and more
singalong-like then ever. There are
many points on the album where
there is as healthy blend between
Jack O’Shea (lead guitar/backup

vocals) and Nick
Ghanbarian (bass/backing
vocals). The first track,
“Boy,” demonstrates this
perfectly. Towards the end
of the track all three vocal-
ists are bringing the listen-

er back to the old days while belting
out an anthem, this time one of opti-
mistic value. The album quickly
moves into a fast paced Raneri dom-

inated track, “The Ghost of St.
Valentine.”   Every Bayside album
has one track
where you think
to yourself, if
they receive
radio playing
time, they’re
going to be
huge. “No One
Understands” is that track. It opens
with Raneri proclaiming how to live
life to the fullest as he always seems
to, but not cheesey like most famous
quotes you copy and paste onto your
Facebook. He has a way of melding
true-life experience and melodic
harmonies to motivate listeners.
This track hits it right on the head
with how it feels when no one truly
understands you or your actions.
Raneri and company have recorded
a record not for the faint at heart.

They don’t directly have a set age
group of listeners like many bands.

This band is perfect for
college scholars like
yourself—it’s an album
that is geared towards
those of us still finding
our place and meaning in
this world.    

The album closes with
what many classify as Bayside’s
most profound and memorable
work: their acoustics. The closing
track, “Moceanu” brings you back
to square one, to what Bayside does
best. “Shudder” is an album that
takes Bayside in the right direc-
tion;,even if it’s down a path they’ve
truly never gone down. It makes me
even more excited for their next
release! 
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Ken is a senior journalism major with a
film studies minor. He has aspirations to

write film reviews as a career. His
favorite genres are drama and comedy.

A.J. is a senior  journalism student
who has been reviewing movies for

almost 10 years. He digs horror
movies and documentaries the most.

Erik
Wood

Campus archives relocating, expanding
Collin Pote

collin.pote@uwrf.edu

Plans to move the area research center and
University archives have been put into motion
as Head Archivist Alyson Jones and Dale
Braun of campus planning will consult an
architect over the next several weeks.

The new archives are going to be located in
the Davee Library basement where textbook
services used to be. If all goes well, demoli-
tions and renovations will begin March 2009.
According to Jones, planners need to nail
down the particulars before anything can start.  

According to campus planner Dale Braun,
the motivation behind the move is the need of
a new server room for UW-River Falls’ infor-
mation technology services. It was deemed
that the current archive room would be the

ideal location. This necessity is what actually
moved textbook services to Hagestad Hall and
made its former location vacant in the first
place. Braun also commented on how the new
space will be beneficial for the archives say-
ing “The nature of archives is they always
grow.”

The extra space afforded by the new location
is expected to bring multiple improvements to
the archives, the most basic being more room
to effectively maintain and easily organize
archive materials. Other improvements
include designated spaces to better host class-
es and new areas to display artifacts the
archives have accrued over the years such as a
World War I uniform, rare books, china and
even a Freddy Falcon outfit from the 1970s.  

There are also plans to install a new HVAC
system to better control air conditions in order
to create the ideal atmosphere for preserving

some of the more delicate items in the collec-
tion.

The archives are currently located in the far
back of the Library’s first floor. Jones
acknowledged that the current location of the
facility is likely a contributing factor to the
archives not getting too much traffic from the
student body.  

“Not too many people know we’re here, but
when they find us, they usually never want to
leave,” Jones said.

Unlike the small room tucked in the back of
the first floor, the new archives will be in a
more prominent area in the Library.  

“I hope because of this new location that
more students accidentally discover us,” Jones
said.

The River Falls area research center and
University archives is one of fourteen such
facilities found throughout the state of

Wisconsin. The function of the facility is
twofold. The first is to offer students and the
public access to its collection of items such as
newspapers, photographs, public records,
manuscripts and other such documentation.
The archives collect data from Burnett, Polk,
St. Croix and Pierce Counties.  

The second, a function that has been per-
formed since 1874, is to collect historical
records of UWRF. This includes yearbooks,
course catalogs, departmental and administra-
tive records, master theses and other similar
documents.

During the move to the new room, the
archives are expected to go through two or
three different renovations. The expected
month of completion is September 2009.

‘Eagle Eye’ fails to live up to expectations

There was a time when
American cinema was a gold
mine of opportunity — film-
dom’s fountain of youth. But
now, as the well of fresh ideas
begins to dry up, we as view-
ers are left with little more
than recycled bits of yester-
year filmmaking repackaged
into CGI-glorified digital lit-
ter.   The prevailing notion of
cookie-cutter filmmakers is to
distract our attention so we
won’t see the magician’s
sleight-of-hand as the wool is
pulled deftly over our eyes,
blinding us
to the truth
that the
once ever-
p r e s e n t
spark of
originality
has flick-
ered out,
and that an
i n d u s t r y
once ripe with fresh ideas has
gone sour.

“Eagle Eye” is a blatant vio-
lator. The politically directed
script sounds more like a Ron
Paul campaign speech than
Hollywood fiction. It reveals
itself as nothing more than a
homicidal computer action
flick clone peppered with
warnings off governmental
control. Films such as
“Colossus” and “2001,” mas-
terpieces that first presented
the idea of man against
machine, committed an origi-
nal sin, opening up Pandora’s
Box and unleashing a torrent
of insignificant copycats.

Jerry Shaw (Shia LaBeouf)
is a college drop-out. His job
at Copy Cabana is taking him
nowhere but he refuses help

even from his parents. His
life is a one-way train for
destitute when he arrives
home to his cramped apart-
ment to find it packed with
enough terrorist weaponry
to make Osama blush.
Quickly arrested by the FBI,
Jerry escapes with the help
of a mysterious female

caller; one who can control
every electronic device
around him.

Rachel Halloman (Michelle
Monaghan) is a depressed
single mother struggling with
her dead-end job and dead-
beat ex-husband. The only
thing she has going for her is
her son, Sam. But when a
mysterious female caller rings
with a list of demands and a
threat against Sam’s life,
Rachel is forced to play
along.

Both Jerry and Rachel are
thrust into a
digital game of
follow the
leader, as the
pair must trust
this strange
caller over their
own instincts.

Director D.J.
Caruso starts

off his deadly game of cat and
mouse intriguingly enough.
The pitch-perfect initial sus-
pense is further buoyed by a
manic film style resembling
the cinematic offspring of
Michael Mann and Ridley
Scott.

But this stylistic flair can’t
save a botched script - once
it’s revealed that this is just
another man vs. computer
gone haywire story, any
ounce of intrigue is ripped
away, violently. From there, it
becomes a film of attrition,
attempting to weaken your
resistance to its absurd
“Stealth”-wannabe story arc
by blasting you with increas-
ingly frantic action frag-
ments.

But “Eagle Eye” doesn’t

stop there. By the end credits,
you'll feel insulted by poor
pacing, the juvenile storyline
(complete with the easy-way-
out ending) and enough
shameless product placement
to make NASCAR jealous.

“Eagle Eye” starts out with
a bang, races too quickly
towards a non-existent peak
but blows its load way too
early. The politically heavy
ending note tries to sucker
viewers with the guise of
thought-provoking drama but
I’m not biting - “Eagle Eye”
is nothing more than a cine-
matic child trying to be
accepted in an adult’s world.

The 1970s were rife with
paranoid thrillers. Stuff like
“The Conversation” and
“The Parallax View” were
all about the proliferation of
technology in society and
how maybe — just maybe
— someone was using it to
spy on you right now. What
the new DreamWorks
release “Eagle Eye” does is
take all those movies, roll

them into one, then inject a
dose of 100% pure goofy
into the mix. But for all its
wild and unbelievable
traits, “Eagle Eye” gets the
job done, ending one of
the driest movie months
ever with a heck of a bang.

Jerry Shaw (Shia
LaBeouf) is, to say the

least, having a bad day. He
comes home from his broth-
er’s funeral to find his bank
a c c o u n t
flush with a
boatload of
cash and
his apart-
m e n t
packed to
the gills
w i t h

e n o u g h
weaponry to wipe out a
small nation. Jerry is
swiftly taken into federal
custody, but pulling the
strings from behind the
scenes is an unknown
woman who has the
uncanny ability to see and
hear our bewildered hero
at all times. Following a
daring escape, Jerry is
thrust into action with
Rachel (Michelle
Monaghan), a single mom
whose son is being used
by the mystery woman as
a bargaining chip to
ensure her cooperation.
Together, the two are at
the mercy of the
omnipresent villainess,
racing to evade govern-
ment agents and trying to
live long enough to figure
out what’s really going on.

Let me say right now
that “Eagle Eye” builds
itself up to a point at
which no matter how sur-
prising or shocking key
revelations are, they’ll
never amount to the film’s
own self-induced hype.

But while a lot of what hap-
pens is about as easy to
swallow as a pill the size of
Guam, that’s not to say that

“Eagle Eye” isn’t a success-
ful thriller. Sure, you’ll be
left going, “What the...?” on
a few occasions, but what
slice of pulse-pounding sus-
pense doesn’t have a hand-
ful of moments like that?
They just seem to be partic-
ularly abundant throughout
“Eagle Eye,” which, no
matter how ridiculous it
gets, always keeps you
guessing as to where it’s

going to
go next.

I’ve
seen a
lot of
h a t e
directed
towards
b u r -
geoning

star Shia LaBeouf, but I
have to admit that the kid’s
work here is nothing short
of solid. It helps that he fits
his everyman role to a tee;
he’s not parading around as
a wannabe tough guy, keep-
ing Jerry grounded as a
slacker who’s in way over
his head. Nevertheless, the
guy handles himself well in
the numerous, “Bourne
Identity”-style action
sequences, ranging from a
downtown car chase to the
rather Hitchcockian climax.
Billy Bob Thornton also has
lots of fun as a smarmy gov-
ernment agent.

The ludicrous nature
“Eagle Eye” brings to the
table may be a bit too much
for some. But for others
such as myself, it’ll come
across as an early fall treat
— a big, loud and very
entertaining picture to pre-
pare us for the onslaught of
the serious-minded awards
season.

Ken
Weigend

A.J.
Hakari

Bayside album is a ‘breath of fresh air’

“...starts out with a
bang, races too

quickly towards a
non-existent peak
but blows its load

way too early.”

“... no matter how 
surprising or shocking

key revelations are,
they’ll never amount
to the film’s own self

induced hype.”

Movie ratings are based on a scale from one to five. A film
that scores five stars is worth seeing. A film that scores one

star is horribly acted or directed, with no substance.

“‘Shudder’ man-
ages to provide the

listener with a
thriving burst of

optimism...”

“Raneri’s vocals
are raw and more

sing-along like
then ever.”
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PAID FOR BY OBAMA FOR AMERICA

REGISTER NOW. WHY WAIT UNTIL ELECTION DAY? CALL 877-OBAMA-WI.
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