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UW-River Falls student found dead

Hayden Bosch
hayden.bosch@my.uwrf.edu

Chancellor Dean Van Galen an-
nounced in an email to the campus
community that UW-River Falls
junior Robert “Bobby” Sontag was
found dead along the Kinnickinnic
River Monday, May 4.

Sontag was last seen at 2 a.m. on
Friday, May 1, and was not reported
missing until Sunday afternoon.

An investigation swiftly began
after he was reported to be miss-
ing on May 3, and around noon on
Monday, May 4, officials scoured
the banks of Lake George as well
as the Kinnickinnic River, in which
Sontag’s body was eventually dis-
covered and recovered.

According to a phone interview
with River Falls Police Department
Chief of Police Roger Leque, Son-
tag was initially identified by a wal-
let found containing his ID which
was discovered on the body.

Sontag was a 20-year-old student
from Shafer, Minnesota. He was
majoring in dairy science at UWRF.

Before his death, he was last seen
around the 400 block of South Main
Street (around the area of the local
Dairy Queen and Junior’s Bar &
Restaurant).

He and a friend were walking
home after a night of drinking and
they went their separate ways. Two
days later, at roughly 3 p.m., Sontag
was reported missing to the River
Falls Police Department.

Sontag had a past that involved
underage drinking. In November of
2012, a police report revealed that
he had been caught and fined for
drinking in the then-open Prucha
Hall.

According to Leque, police are
investigating how Sontag came to
possess alcohol despite being un-
derage.

“This is a tragic situation, I want
to emphasize that,” Leque said.
“But because he was underage, we
are looking to find out how he got
alcohol and from where.”

Carmella Everhart

carmella.everhart@my.uwrf.edu

An overwhelming number of
people donated money to support
the #Falcon5K, the first all-day, on-
line fundraiser at UW-River Falls,
hosted on May 1 by the UWRF
Foundation committee.

The goal was to raise $5,000
through online donations in just one
day.

By the end of the day, the #Fal-
con5SK received 167 gifts and raised
$18,585 in just 12 hours.

All the donations go toward the
Falcon Annual Fund, which sup-
ports UWRF strategic initiatives
such as academic programs, class-
room and laboratory instruction,
and grants to improve the stu-
dent experience, according to the
UWREF website.

UWRF Foundation Annual Giv-
ing Coordinator Sarah French said
that the money raised will directly
benefit the university in numerous
ways.

“Those are dollars that we can
spend today. That’s what we really
wanted with this was to raise money
for that unrestricted fund because
those are funds that we can use to-
day,” French said. “It will have a di-
rect impact on the campus.”

None of the contributions will be
used for regular operating purposes
of the university or the Foundation,
according to the UWRF website.

The idea for the event spawned
from other universities’ successes

Authorities are attempting to as-
certain which bars Sontag visited
prior to his disappearance. Leque
declined to discuss exactly how
much alcohol was found to be in
Sontag’s body, but did acknowledge
that it was there.

Sontag’s death is one of several
which have occurred in the past
under similar circumstances in the
Midwest. Reports of students drink-
ing and drowning have been re-
ported at numerous universities in-
cluding UW-Eau Claire and UW-La
Crosse, the University of Minnesota
and St. Cloud State.

“There is no information to indi-
cate that would be the case,” Leque
said in regards to a question about
the possibility of the case being a
homicide.

Funeral arrangements already
have been made. The funeral will be
held at 11 a.m. on Wednesday, May
13, at the Chisago Lake Lutheran

with online fundraisers.

In the past, the UWRF Founda-
tion hosted other types of fundrais-
ers but never attempted to raise a
certain amount of money in a single
day like this.

The event was developed by
French as a way to promote sup-
port for UWREF. It was hosted com-
pletely online with the help of social
networks.

The goal was to raise
$5,000 through online

donations in just one day.

By the end of the day, the

#Falcon5K received 167
gifts and raised $18,585

in just 12 hours.

French said a goal of doing an on-
line fundraiser was to reach young
alumni (graduates of UWREF in the
last decade) because they’re the
fastest growing and biggest popula-
tion of alumni and online is the best
way to reach out to them.

“We really wanted to engage with
those young alums and keep them
engaged with their campus and their
alma mater and just thought this
might be a fun way to do it,” French
said.

“Power hours” were spread out
throughout the day to encourage
more people to donate and win
prizes.

According to the #Falcon5K

Church in Lindstrom, Minnesota.
The visitation will be from 4-8 p.m.
on Tuesday, May 12, at the Grand-
strand Funeral Home in Lindstrom.

According to a family member,
shirts are also being sold to com-
memorate Sontag. Each shirt costs
$15--$10 of which will be given
to the Sontag family. They may be
viewed and purchased at http://bit.
ly/1Rev49T.

For people strongly affected by
Sontag’s death, UWRF Student
Health and Counseling Services
may be accessed for free at Hages-
tad Hall. Counseling Services can
also be reached by phone at 425-
3884.

Sontag is preceded in death by his
uncle Robert S. Bahnemann. He is
survived by his parents Steven and
Lisa; siblings Jill, Sara and Mark;
and grandparents Richard and Shir-
ley Sontag, and Milton and Mary
Ann Bahnemann.

website, people could give multiple
times throughout the day to maxi-
mize the potential to win prizes and

give more.

The minimum amount for each
gift was $5.

Donations were matched or

doubled during power hours and
donors’ names were entered to win
prizes such as an iTunes gift card, a
Falcon sweatshirt, tickets for two to
the VIP Room at Ramer Field for
a 2015 Falcon football game and
other gifts.

During each specific power hour,
every donation was matched by
many sponsors, including First
National Bank, the UWRF Alum-
ni Association, and Foundation
board member Greg Wheelock and
spouse, Donnette, according to the
#Falcon5K website.

Research and Engagement Spe-
cialist Jennifer Moore said the gen-
erous giving was exciting for a new
event, especially during a financial-
ly challenging time.

“We had great results. People
giving multiple times throughout
the day and definitely exceeding our
expectations and just really making
it very fulfilling for us,” Moore said.

According the UWRF website,
campus employees contributed 42
percent of the gifts, with an aver-
age UWRF employee donation of
$40.50. The statistic shows the ded-
ication that employees have to the
campus.

“It was huge; it was really great
to see faculty support,” French said.

Photos courtesy of River Falls Police Department
UW-River Falls junior student Robert “Bobby” Sontag was found dead along the Kinnickinnic River on May 4.

Photo courtesy of the “Bobby Sontag Strong” fund
T-shirts can be purchased to help the Sontag family.

#Falcon5K fundraiser exceeds lofty expectations

Carmella Everhart/Student Voice

Research and Engagement Specialist Jennifer Moore and UWRF Foun-
dation Annual Giving Coordinator Sarah French celebrate their suc-

cess coordinating the #Falcon5K.

Moore said that 25 percent of the
day’s donors were young alumni
and there were even some new
donors, which Moore said was re-
warding to see names of people
they knew while they were students
at UWRF and are now able to give
back to their institution.

“It was one of those opportunities
where teaming up together, being
able to use social media, being able
to use, you know, the other medi-
ums that we hadn’t explored before
for a fundraising tool was really
great for us,” Moore said.

After receiving feedback through-
out the event and learning from this
experience, Moore said that this is
definitely the future of annual giv-
ing.

“I think this is really the mark
right now for the direction that an-
nual giving is going in terms of on-
line giving and really focusing on
making a day of having an obtain-
able goal that people can be a part
of,” Moore said.

French said they definitely want
to do a similar event next year.
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News briefs:

UWRF spring commencement

date set for Saturday, May 16

An expected 682 bachelor’s and 80 master’s students will
participate in commencement ceremonies at UW-River Falls
on Saturday, May 16. Total graduation applications total 941,
but not all chose to participate in the ceremony.

Two ceremonies will be held at the Knowles Center. The
first begins at 9:30 a.m., and includes graduates from the Col-
lege of Agriculture, Food and Environmental Sciences, the
College of Business and Economics and the College of Gradu-
ate Studies. The 2 p.m. ceremony includes graduates from the
College of Arts and Sciences and the College of Education and
Professional Studies.

Chancellor Dean Van Galen will preside over both ceremo-
nies and confer degrees. Graduating senior Hannah Vanden
Wymelenberg, a music education major from De Pere, Wis-
consin, will sing the national anthem and the UWRF pledge
song at both ceremonies.

UW System Regent John Behling, Faculty Senate Chair
David Rainville and Student Senate President Anthony Sum-
nicht will all offer congratulatory messages to the candidates.
Animal and food science Professor Gary Onan, the 2015 Dis-
tinguished Teacher, and John Butler, the 2015 Distinguished
Alumnus, will be recognized during the ceremony.

For more information, contact the UWRF Registrar’s Office
at 425-3342.

Two students receive Ranee

May Dairy Internship Awards

The UW-River Falls animal and food science department
has selected Leah Granlund of Blair, Wisconsin, and Mariana
Scoqui Guimaraes of Sao Jose do Rio Pardo, Brazil, for the
Ranee May Dairy Internship Award.

Ranee May, who retired from UWRF as Dairy Plant man-
ager in 2011, in conjunction with the animal and food science
department, established a fund to support students undertak-
ing academic internships in the UWRF Dairy Plant.

Granlund is a dairy science major with a food processing
technology minor and will be a senior in the fall. She has con-
siderable experience with dairy cattle which when coupled
with this internship will give her a top-to-bottom industry
perspective as she seeks employment as a quality assurance
manager for a dairy plant upon graduation.

Scoqui Guimaraes is a senior at the University of Campinas
spending a year at UWRF as a member of the Brazilian Sci-
entific Mobility Program. She is pursuing a food engineering
major at her home institution and hopes to adapt U.S. dairy
technology to many unique processing situations that arise in
her home country.

Both students will identify learning outcomes for their in-
ternship experience, and gather, analyze, and interpret data
addressing some real-world dairy manufacturing problem un-
der the guidance of Michelle Farner, current manager of the
UWREF Dairy Plant.

The students will acquire a minimum of 400 hours of in-
plant training and work experience focused primarily on
cheese and ice cream manufacture. Dairy industry manufac-
turers have consistently indicated a substantial need for previ-
ous hands-on experience among the individuals they hire into
middle-management positions within their plants.

Emeritus Faculty Associate May remains very active in
the Midwest dairy industry. She conducts numerous training
workshops regarding the manufacturing and food safety as-
pects of dairy processing and is highly regarded as a consul-
tant by dairy plants throughout the region.

For more information, email gary.onan@uwrf.edu or call
425-3704.

UWRF named a top university
for professional sales education

UW-River Falls has been recognized, once again, by the
Sales Education Foundation (SEF) as one of the “Top Univer-
sities for Professional Sales Education” for 2015.

Programs acknowledged in this way are noted by SEF as the
best schools for preparing students for careers in professional
selling and helping to elevate the sales profession.

Now in its second year, the professional sales program in
the College of Business and Economics at UWRF includes
a newly-constructed state-of-the-art Sales Lab in South Hall
that features video and audio recording technology for use in
the classroom as well as a Center for Sales Excellence.

Ten students are currently enrolled in the business admin-
istration-marketing major, professional sales emphasis, and
42 students this past year have taken relationship selling, the

sales course that has been offered thus far.

SEF emphasizes that sales education is essential for
the success of all business students. While employment
rates remain flat for recent college graduates, top sales
programs average 92 percent job placement for their stu-
dents (within three months of graduation).

Research shows that approximately 50 percent of all gradu-
ates with a business degree will enter the workforce in a sales-
oriented role. Sales graduates report their career satisfaction
at over 77 percent. Starting salaries for professional sales rep-
resentatives average over $56,000. Students from sales pro-
grams average 2.8 job offers before graduation.

For information on partnership opportunities with the
UWREF professional sales program, contact Kilic at 425-3335
or ozcan.kilic@uwrf.edu. To learn more about SEF, visit
www.salesfoundation.org.

UWREF students shine at UW
System URCA Symposium

Two UW-River Falls undergraduates received outstanding
presentation awards at the 14th annual UW System Sym-
posium for Undergraduate Research and Creative Activity
(URCA) held in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, on April 24.

Senior Ryan Ruegsegger of Monticello, Wisconsin, re-
ceived an outstanding presentation award for his project,
“China’s Dairyman,” and Senior Joshua Gustafson of Minoc-
qua, Wisconsin, received an outstanding presentation award
for his short film, “How to Horror: The Differences between
American and Japanese Horror.”

Both Ruegsegger and Gustafson developed their projects
through a course-embedded research assignment in Associ-
ate Professor Lissa Schneider-Rebozo’s global perspectives
“Modern East Asian Literature and Cinema” course.

There were more than 650 undergraduate presentations at
the symposium this year (breaking the prior UW System re-
cord of 450) and only 15 awards were given.

For more information, call Schneider-Rebozo, UWRF di-
rector of Undergraduate Research, Scholarly and Creative Ac-
tivity, and associate professor of English, at 425-3903 or email
elizabeth.schneider-rebozo@uwrf.edu.

UWRF alumnus named
Distinguished Agriculturalist

Jim Holte, president of the Wisconsin Farm Bureau Fed-
eration (WFBF), was honored as the 2015 Wisconsin Dis-
tinguished Agriculturalist by the UW-River Falls College of
Agriculture, Food and Environmental Sciences (CAFES) at
its 49th Annual Scholarship and Awards Banquet on April 23.

Holte is serving his third term as president of the WFBF and
was recently elected to the American Farm Bureau Federation
Board of Directors.

His involvement with the WFBF began with the young
farmer program, which led to a stint as county board president
and eventually to his election to the WFBF Board of Directors
in 1995, representing Northwestern Wisconsin.

Holte formerly chaired the Wisconsin Livestock Siting Re-
view Board, served on the boards for Growmark, Inc. and
Leadership Wisconsin, and served as a citizen board member
for the Wisconsin Department of Agriculture, Trade and Con-
sumer Protection. He is also a past president of the Wisconsin
Beef Council, a graduate of the Wisconsin Rural Leadership
Program and in 2005 he was named a Wisconsin Master Ag-
riculturist.

Holte owns Riv-r-vale Farms in Elk Mound, Wisconsin,
where he raises 350 to 400 head of beef cattle and grows corn,
soybeans and alfalfa on 460 acres. His great-grandfather set-
tled in the area in 1884. Locally, he served 18 years on the Elk
Mound School Board and remains active at the Good Shep-
herd Lutheran Church.

“Jim’s background and experience in agriculture, combined
with his service to others in the industry, as well as his local
community and beyond, make him an outstanding recipient
for this award,” said Dale Gallenberg, Dean of CAFES, during
the award presentation.

At the Scholarship and Awards Banquet, Holte, a 1975
UWREF graduate, shared with the many current students in the
attendance. Holte was presented with a framed copy of the
charcoal sketch of his portrait that now resides in the Agri-
culture Hall of Fame in the Ag Sci building on campus, along
with the other honorees.

The Wisconsin Distinguished Agriculturalist Award was es-
tablished in 1970 to recognize individuals who have provided
leadership, service and other contributions to the broader ag-
ricultural community. For more information, call 425-3535 or
visit www.uwrf.edu/CAFES/Awards.cfm.

DoTS adds two new services

The UW-River Falls Division of Technology Services
(DoTS) have implemented two new services to campus, “Of-

River Falls Police/UWRF

Police Department

Thursday, April 30
* Abicycle was stolen near Crabtree hall.

Saturday, May 2

* An underage alcohol report was filed out of Grimm Hall at 2:50 a.m.
* A property damage report was filed concerning a cut tire in O Lot.

Sunday, May 3

e A fire alarm sounded in Grimm Hall at 5:30 a.m.

Monday, May 4

e At 7:45 a.m. fraudulent credit card use was reported at a campus pay lot.
* A vandalism incident report concerning graffiti at Grimm Hall was filed at 2:15 p.m.

Editor’s note:
Information for this section is taken from
River Falls Police and River Falls Police
Department incident reports.

fice 365 OneDrive for Business” and “Skype for Business.”
The two services have been active since May 5.

OneDrive for Business is an Office 365 cloud storage ser-
vice that is available to all students, faculty and staff at UWRF.
It’s a data storage location where you can save, sync and share
your work files. This service is available on and off campus
from a variety of devices (computer, tablet, smartphone, etc.).
Find out more at https://technology.uwrf.edu/TDClient/KB/
ArticleDet?ID=5486.

Skype for Business (formerly Microsoft Lync) is a commu-
nication and collaboration platform that provides instant mes-
saging, presence, voice and video calls and online meetings.
You can communicate with UWREF students, faculty and staff
who are signed into Skype for Business, personal Skype or
Lync Online. This service is also available on and off campus
from a variety of devices. Find out more at https://technology.
uwrf.edu/TDClient/KB/ArticleDet?ID=5355.

UW System public authority

proposal dies in legislature

The co-chairs of the Wisconsin State Legislature’s Joint Fi-
nance Committee have announced that Gov. Scott Walker’s
proposal to turn the UW System into a public authority will
not be passed this year.

Debate will continue on Walker’s plan to cut $300 million
from the UW System, a measure that 70 percent of Wisconsin-
ites oppose. This announcement comes after months of state-
wide bipartisan opposition to the public authority model and
the UW System cuts.

Students, parents and alumni have all voiced concerns over
the tuition hikes that would likely occur if both measures were
to pass. In response to the failure of Gov. Walker’s public
authority proposal, College Democrats of Wisconsin Chair
Phoenix Rice-Johnson released the following statement.

“The failure of Scott Walker’s public authority proposal is a
victory for every young Wisconsinite who called their legisla-
tors, signed a petition, and braved the cold to attend a rally over
the past several months. Now, we must seize the momentum
and continue our efforts to save our UW from Walker’s harm-
ful cuts,” Rice-Johnson said. “Any legislator who opposed
public authority in fear of higher tuition should be equally ap-
palled by the financial aid cuts, program cuts, faculty layoffs,
and tuition hikes expected if $300 million is slashed from our
state universities. I applaud the legislative Republicans who
reached across the aisle to stop public authority. In the next
few weeks, I hope to see the same level of bipartisan coopera-
tion and concern for students when the legislature decides the
fate of the UW System.”

Survey says youth e-cigarette

use triples from 2013 to 2014

The new 2014 National Youth Tobacco Survey (YTS) from
the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)
reports that more youth in the U.S. are using e-cigarettes than
any other tobacco product, including conventional cigarettes.

The CDC'’s survey also shows that e-cigarette use by high
school students rose from 4.5 percent in 2013 to 13.4 percent
in 2014 —an increase of around 1.3 million more e-cigarettes
users in just one year. The study also found that e-cigarette use
increased substantially for middle school students—from 1.1
percent in 2013 to 3.9 percent in 2014 (equating to roughly
300,000 additional e-cigarette users in just one year).

The findings of the National YTS are similar to those by the
2014 Wisconsin YTS, which reported that 8 percent of Wis-
consin high school students use e-cigarettes.

“These results are concerning, especially since nicotine is
known to be harmful to adolescent brains,” said Dianne H.
Robinson. “As a public health professional, it’s frustrating to
see the progress we’ve made in reducing youth and adult to-
bacco use be threatened by the increasing popularity of these
unregulated products.”

The Western Wisconsin Working for Tobacco-Free Living
(W3TFL) coalition states that heavy television and radio ad-
vertising as well as fruit and candy flavors may be contribut-
ing to the higher youth e-cigarette usage rates. Under federal
regulations, conventional cigarettes cannot be advertised on
television or radio and cannot include flavors with the excep-
tion of menthol.

E-cigarettes produce an aerosol that may contain harmful
components like nicotine, ultra fine particles, heavy metals,
and formaldehyde. E-cigarettes remain unregulated, making it
impossible to know what users and bystanders are exposed to
when they are in use. E-ciga-
rettes are not approved by the
FDA as an effective cessation
device.
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Students should seek help for substantial stress levels

Katie Galarno

katie.galarno@my.uwrf.edu

A significant number of college
students around the country are
struggling with mental health issues
including depression and anxiety,
according to the National Alliance
on Mental Illness.

Nationally, 25 percent of adults
between the ages of 18 and 24 have
a diagnosable mental illness. Addi-
tionally, 75 percent of lifetime cases
begin before the age of 24, accord-
ing to the National Institute of Men-
tal Health.

Jessica Conklin is a UW-River
Falls sophomore and the social and
marketing coordinator for UWRF
Active Minds, a student organiza-
tion that aims to remove the stigma
around mental illness. She said that
she is not surprised by that statistic.

“It shocks me, but it doesn’t

As university tuition

Molly Kinney

molly.kinney@my.uwrf.edu

With graduation quickly ap-
proaching, many UW-River Falls
seniors are beginning to consider
how they’re going to start paying
off their student loans, a small part
of the national student debt crisis.

The crash of the housing market
in 2007, along with the $800 billion
bailout of Wall Street banks, took a
huge toll on the average American
homeowner at the time. It has been
a long road to economic recovery,
but most people who were effected
are starting to become financially
stable again.

Young college graduates of
America, though, are the first gen-
eration ever to be starting out their
financial lives with more debt than
their parents.

The Pew Research Center re-
ported extensively on this problem
in May of 2014. According to Pew
Research: “Student debt is the only
kind of household debt that contin-
ued to rise through the ‘Great Re-
cession,” eclipsing credit card debt

shock me,” Conklin said. “A lot of
people don’t like to open up about it
so it shocks me in that number, but
it doesn’t shock me that the number
is that big.”

Nationally, 25 percent
of adults between the
ages of 18 and 24 have
diagnosable mental
illness, according to the
National Institute of
Mental Health.

Jennifer Herink, a licensed pro-
fessional counselor at UWRF Coun-
seling Services, explained that a lot
of individual factors go into one’s
struggle with mental illness, but
there are some common concerns
faced by college students.

to become the second largest type of
debt owed by American households,
after mortgages. A record 37 percent
of young households had outstand-
ing student loans in 2010, up from
22 percent in 2001 and 16 percent
in 1989. The median student debt
owed by these young households
was $13,000.”

UWREF students are part of the
over 40 million students who have
to consider this problem. UWRF
financial aid data lists a number of
statistics about how much students
are being aided by either private or
federal loans.

According to the data, about 75
percent of students receive aid of
some sort, and are not paying for
college completely on their own.
Federal FAFSA loans are awarded
to 33 percent of students, with the
average loan being $3,919 per year.
Twenty percent of students are re-
ceiving state-aid, which on average
is about $1,702; the average loan to-
tal a UWREF student will have each
year is $6,747.

One of these students is Conor
Rose, a part-time student with an

“Coming to college, it’s challeng-
ing to have all those new expecta-
tions and requirements on their life
and being able to juggle and bal-
ance different things like school and

friends and homework,” Herink
said. “Things are different in col-
lege as far as studying, so you have
to adapt to that. Sometimes that’s
when mental health will spike with
stress.”

In the healthy minds survey
published by Student Health and
Counseling Services in 2012, 49
percent of UWREF students report-
ed feeling overwhelmed by every-
thing they had to do in the last two

weeks of classes.

Conklin said that she struggled
when she first came to UWRF. She
said that being on her own for the
first time and being four and a half
hours away from home was over-
whelming, but she sought help and

costs rise,

undeclared major. With two full
years’ worth of credits completed,
he is starting to think more about
what is most economic for his situ-
ation and possible time frames of
debt repayment.

“Finishing out my second year
of school I have roughly $10,000
in student loans. Several were from
my time spent as a student at Inver
Hills Community College, where I
was a full-time student at roughly
$3,500 to $4,000 per semester for
three semesters,” Rose said. “Now I
have spent a full year at River Falls,
and have spent roughly $8,000 on
school here. I hope to pay off my
loans in three to five years after
graduation.”

For Rose, the decision to be a full-
or part-time student came down to
what he could responsibly take on
financially.

“The risk of committing myself
full time to a major or field of study,
on borrowed money, with the pos-
sibility of graduating and either not
finding a job, or not using my de-
gree, is the main factor at why I'm
not pursuing a full-time education at

UWRF will see decrease in

international students

Natalie Howell
natalie.howell@my.uwrf.edu

While the number of inter-
national students has more
than doubled in the past five
years, UW-River Falls may
soon see a decrease, accord-
ing to data compiled by the
UWREF Office of Institutional
Research.

Only 57 international stu-
dents were enrolled during
the 2010-2011 academic year,
with a steady increase leading
up to a total of 275 enrolled
during the 2014-2015 aca-
demic year, according to the
data.

This increase is due to
a partnership between the
university and the Institute
of International Education.
Through the Institute’s Bra-
zilian  Scientific Mobility
Program, there has been a sig-
nificant increase of enrolled
international students from
Brazil that make up the larg-
est number of international
students on campus, accord-
ing to Katrina Larsen, interim
assistant vice chancellor for
international education.

However, Larsen said, be-

cause of changes being made
in Brazil, there will be fewer
students able to travel abroad,
which will cause a decrease
of the number of international
students on campus.

“We may have a little dip
with the Brazilians going
down, but we’re working
hard to kind of fill that with a
different variety of students,”
Larsen said.

Gabriela Nogueira is a
junior food science student
who is also an international
student from Brazil who be-
lieves that studying abroad is
very important.

“It’s important because
we are out of our zone of
comfort, and you have to be
far from your family, your
friends, your boyfriend,”
Nogueira said. “It’s difficult,
but it’s nice and we can learn
a lot. It’s a good exercise for
the mind.”

Larsen said that the univer-
sity is working hard to partner
with other countries through
the Institute of International
Education, as well as other
programs in order to maintain
the increase of international
students on campus. Global

Connections is  currently
looking at partnerships with
countries including Cuba,
Malaysia, Indonesia, Korea,
China, Mexico, Turkey and
Kazakhstan.

Larsen also stated that
UWRF has a strategic goal
concerning global education
and engagement, one of the
three main goals of the uni-
versity.

“By increasing the amount
of students that come in to
River Falls from abroad, we
as a university learn so much
more,” Larsen said. “They
enrich our campus and they
know more about the U.S.
when they go home.”

Although there will be a
decrease of international stu-
dents enrolling at UWRF due
to the changes in Brazil, Lars-
en said that she is confident
that over time the increasing
number of enrolled interna-
tional students that has grown
over the past five years will
be sustainable through the
pursuit of partnership with
other countries and broaden-
ing the university’s reach in
the world.

Make sure to look for Freddy's
Feather in every issue of the
Student Voice!

Follow the Student
Voice on Twitter
@uwrfvoice

it made a big difference.

Unfortunately, students don’t al-
ways seek help. Nationally, 12 per-
cent of college students received
treatment for depression and 14
percent for anxiety in the past year,
compared to the 20 percent of stu-
dents at UWRF who did the same.

Conklin said she believes that the
stigma surrounding mental health
is a big part of why some students
may be hesitant to seek help. In the
healthy minds survey, 50 percent of
UWREF students said that they be-
lieved that most people see seeking
treatment for mental health as a sign
of personal failure, while 97 percent
said that they would accept some-
one who had received treatment as
a close friend.

If a student does make an ap-
pointment with Counseling Ser-
vices, Herink said that the first step
is a meeting with Assistant Director

of Counseling Services Jennifer El-
sesser or another counselor. During
the meeting, the individual needs
of the student are assessed and the
student will be referred either to a
counselor on-campus or a specialty
counselor off-campus. According to
Herink, it takes less than two weeks
for a student to be seen by a coun-
selor after the initial appointment.

For students who are feeling
stressed out, Herink suggested talk-
ing to family members and making
lasting friendships. She also sug-
gested being active on campus and
reaching out to people, along with
regularly exercising and getting
enough sleep.

Student Health and Counseling
Services expect to have updated
survey data available on its website
before the beginning of the fall se-
mester.

so does student debt

the moment,” Rose said.

Additionally, Rose feels the pres-
sures of having to meet the financial
standards for the degree that will
help graduates pay off that bill has
large psychological impacts.

“Nowadays, as a 24-year-old
part-time student, the reality of liv-
ing on my own, working, studying
full time and maintaining a social
life is practically impossible, be-
cause unfortunately you need this
thing called sleep,” Rose said. “It’s
almost impossible for me to go to
school full time, while satisfying
my other basic human needs like
say, happiness.”

Likewise, Alysha Sis, a senior
studying conservation, says she’s
come to terms with where she’ll be
at financially after graduating.

“I’ve already come to accept the
fact that I’'m going to be in debt for
a while after I graduate,” Sis said. “I
have a lot of support though, which
is nice. I keep getting [aid notifica-
tions] from Sallie Mae reminding
me how much I owe, but my mom
has told me not to worry and that I
will thrive.”

Throughout all majors offered at
UWRF, most graduates will have
employment at least related to their
field upon graduation. Depending
on starting salary, the exact percent-
age of repayment will vary from
graduate to graduate, but federal
loans must start being repaid within
six months of graduating, or leaving
school for other reasons.

While massive amounts of debt
are looming over almost all stu-
dents’ heads, a positive mind-set is
key in working towards a college
degree. Students really don’t have
time to think about this until actu-
ally graduating and the debt state-
ments start arriving in our mail-
boxes.

“People don’t like to think about
the future in a negative way, and
honestly who likes thinking about
bills?” Rose said. “It is obviously a
subject that should be talked about,
especially as we all move closer to
graduation, but I believe I'm like
the average student and I stuff those
worries and emotions away, saving
them for a later day.”
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EDITORIAL
L.oss of UWRF

student reminds
community how
fragile life is

The UW-River Falls campus received some unfor-
tunate news on Monday, May 4, as the body of miss-
ing student Robert “Bobby” Sontag was found in the
Kinnickinnic River in the late afternoon.

It has been a tough semester as Sontag is the sec-
ond UWREF student to die in the last three months.
The campus also lost junior crop and soil science
student Dylan Denk on Feb. 22.

By now, must of us realize just how quickly a life
can end, especially when it’s least expected. The
news of Sontag’s passing comes at a time when stu-
dents should be rejoicing, whether it be because of
graduating or simply finishing another semester at
a four-year university, but yet again many of us are
left questioning the fragility of life.

With two deaths in one semester, it might be time
for the university to consider having a mourning
event adopted at UWREF.

Monday night and Tuesday morning were ex-
tremely difficult for a lot of people, and it felt odd
not having a campus-wide moment of silence or a
vigil for the now deceased Sontag. The campus lost
one of its own, and the university should be bonding
together with a 20- or 30-minute event to remember
the loss of a fellow Falcon.

The loss of Sontag also brings up an important is-
sue that unfortunately plagues college towns: under-
age drinking.

Now, Sontag was 20 years old, which is certainly
old enough to make rational decisions and certainly
old enough to decide if drinking some alcohol about
10 months before your 21st birthday is a good idea.

Whether Sontag was 20 or 21 (or 45 for that mat-
ter) doesn’t make change the fact that an inebriated
individual has definite disadvantages when traveling
alone in the dark at night.

Sontag’s story is one that the UWRF campus will
not soon forget. It is a story of sorrow and, inevita-
bly, one of caution. His story should prove to be a
lesson for all those who travel alone at night after a
night of heavy drinking.

At this junction, there is no point in speculating
what happened that night, that should be left up to
the River Falls Police Department. The past is the
past, he is gone and he will be missed; but, please be
careful these next couple of weeks UWREF students.
With the end of finals, or perhaps graduation, comes
alcohol consumption.

Remember to drink in moderation and to support
each other, don’t leave friends alone at night. Have
fun over the next week and try to remember that life
is extremely fragile.
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Student Senate update: complications
prevent athletics referendum from passing

Natalie Howell

Columnist

Student Senate had its last meeting of
the semester on Tuesday, May 5.

During this meeting, Senate dis-
cussed several motions, including the
“Recreation and Sports Facility Bylaw
Amendment” and the “Athletic Allo-
cable Segregated Fee,” which was post-

The decision on the motion then
wasn’t whether or not to financially
support the women’s tennis and golf
teams, but to support the athletics
department as a whole and have them
spend the $3 allocable segregated fee as
the department sees fit.

There was a lot of discussion on this
motion, one concern being that the mo-
tion was originally intended to save the
two teams that were facing suspension;
and with that not being the case any-
more, many Senate members saw this

used for salaries and contracts, which
is another reason the referendum didn’t
pass.

A lot of athletes took the time out of
their day to come to the Senate meeting
again this week in support of the segre-
gated fee, which was another positive.

I want to end this column by say-
ing that is has been a really interesting
semester attending and covering Senate
meetings. Before this semester, I shared
the same view that most students have:
I knew nothing about how Senate

poned at the previous Senate meeting
in order for the motion to go through
the correct channels before being voted
upon.

As a follow-up from my column last
week, I will talk about the Athletic Al-
locable Segregated Fee motion.

This motion, as I have previously
written, was created to decide whether
or not Senate should hold a referen-
dum that the student body would then
vote on to approve a $3 per person, per
semester allocable segregated fee in
order to support the athletics depart-
ment, including the women’s tennis and
golf teams.

This was in response to a potentially
significant budget cut to the athletics
department due to the proposed $4.9
million budget cut to the university.
Because of this, the athletics depart-
ment and university leaders were faced
with a difficult decision: should the
department suspend the women’s tennis
and golf teams in order to stay within
budget?

Thankfully, as of May 1, this was no
longer the case as it was decided that
the teams would not be suspended.

pass this motion.

additional segregated fee as unneces-
sary and possibly rushed.

The room seemed fairly split in
regards to a vote until it was brought to
Senate’s attention by Brenda Irvin from
the UW-River Falls budget office that
fees “were supposed to be submitted to
the UW System by March 31,” and that
“F50 makes it clear that athletics are
meant to be funded by a non-allocable
fees, [sic] this motion is against policy.

After learning this, Senate did not

Because of this, I left the Sen-
ate meeting very frustrated. [ wasn’t
frustrated about the UW System policy
or 50 regulations or the fact that the
segregated fee wasn’t passed, I was
frustrated that this wasn’t brought to
Senate’s attention sooner.

However, according to UW Board
of Regents Policy F50, athletics can be
funded via an appropriated allocable
segregated university fee (SUF). Other
UW System schools, such as UW-La
Crosse, UW-Stevens Point and UW-
Milwaukee, have allocable segregated
fees for their athletic departments.

SUF funding cannot, however, be

worked or how much power they actu-
ally had, and I didn’t really care.

But after attending my first meeting,
I knew that being informed on what
Senate is doing isn’t only important, it’s
necessary. I hope these columns have
helped you stay informed and I hope to
see all of you at the first Senate meeting
in the fall.

All information in this column comes
from the May 5 Senate meeting and
select documents from Senate’s Org-
Sync page.

It’s very important for all students to
stay informed on what is going on with
Senate. Senate meets at 7 p.m. every
Tuesday in the Willow River Room of
the University Center, and the meeting
agenda can be found 24 hours prior on
the Senate page.

To see the details of what was dis-
cussed last Tuesday, go on the Senate
page and read through this week’s
minutes document.

The expressed viewpoints in this
column do not express the views of the
Student Voice staff.

>

Campus radio station lacks
support from University Center

On Monday,
Collin Kottke May 4, 88.7 FM
WRFW'’s annual
. event “Can’t Sto
Columnist P

the Music” was
held in the Uni-
versity Center. For those of you who don’t know, WRFW is
the radio station on the UW-River Falls campus; it broadcasts
from North Hall.

While the radio station claims to be the “loudest organiza-
tion on campus,” I’m certain that many people have never
heard a word of WRFW radio. When I tell people that I have
a radio show on the campus radio station, I always have to
direct them to the television channel that has WRFW on it,
channel 119, or tell them again that it’s 88.7 FM.

I know that not everyone listens to the radio. I can even
recognize that the medium might be dying; a hard pill for
this wannabe professional radio DJ to take, but it shouldn’t
be sheltered on this campus. The station should be heard in
public spaces across the campus and not just across the street
in North Hall.

The main hub that should be playing WRFW is the Uni-
versity Center. As of now, the only time that WRFW is head
in the University Center is for the annual “Can’t Stop the
Music” event.

I’m not demanding that WRFW should be played all the
time, but when student programming is on, that should be
heard in the University Center.

WRFW almost always fills up the time slots from 1 p.m.-
midnight on Monday through Thursday. Not airing Wisconsin

Public Radio or the BBC, which is what is on when student
programming isn’t, is understandable. News radio isn’t the
most exciting or pleasant thing to have as a background
noise.

Let’s compromise. We can start with WRFW Wednesdays
in the University Center. On Wednesdays from 1 p.m. until
close, the University Center should play WRFW for everyone
to hear. Let’s turn the Spotify and SiriusXM over to some-
thing our students are doing themselves. Sure, some of the
music will be obscure, that is college radio, but that’s the
worst that can happen?

It’s not like the radio will be filled with f-bombs. Nobody
wants the FCC involved in any of their business.

This is a tight-knit community, both UWRF and the city
of River Falls as a whole. Coming from a small town, I love
the feeling of seeing familiar faces all over the place. Small,
tight-knit communities also support each other in virtually
everything they do.

When I’m at home and I’m on the commercial radio station
that is 30 minutes from my actual hometown, I can’t go any-
where without five people telling me they just heard me on
the radio and how good of a job I'm doing. I’ve been on this
campus two years and haven’t heard anyone outside of fellow
DJs talk about the radio station.

I don’t expect the whole student body to go put WRFW as
a preset in their vehicle, I don’t even expect them to really
care about what is going on at the radio station, but I do want
them to be exposed to the radio station.

You can’t stop the music, so just give in.

Andris Straumanis/Student Voice

Spring 2015 Student Voice staff from left to right: Assistant Editor Hayden Bosch, News Editor Emily Johnson, Eicet-
era Editor Jack Haren, Chief Photographer Carmella Everhart, Sports Editor Kris Bradley, Front Page Editor Natalie
Howell, Viewpoints Editor Cristin Dempsey and Editor Jack Tuthill.
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Cluttered ‘Avengers: Age of Ultron’ entertains fan base

Ryan Funes

Reviewer

The wait is over and fans can suit up again
in their Marvel-print shirts to watch “Aveng-
ers: Age of Ultron” in theaters, which despite
being weaker than its predecessor, still man-
ages to be entertaining in every way.

The Avengers have faced many troubles
themselves in the past years and are still
fighting battles for the world to-date, and
after claiming a lost artifact that slipped
from them in the past, they feel primed to
celebrate. But that celebration is against the
backdrop of a new experiment in artificial
intelligence that Tony Stark/Iron Man is
working on, and wouldn’t you know it, it’s
gone awry.

This new intelligence he’s created, dubbed

“Ultron,” has seen the destruction caused
by the Avengers wherever they go and sees
no solution in their actions, so with a new
body and the help of two siblings (who

may or may not be related to X-Men villain
Magneto), he’s going to rebuild the world in
his image, and it’1l be up to the Avengers to
face new challenges and take down this new
adversary.

Needless to say, I was among the people
out there excited to see “Age of Ultron” by
the sheer fact that the previous movie was so
well done and because director Joss Whedon
has not failed film-goers in making a good
superhero film. This film didn’t live up to
all my expectations of what makes a good
film, but I can see “Age of Ultron” as being
a sufficient enough sequel to the previous
blockbuster.

For starters, the writing of Age of Ultron
works but is faltered by a few things. It does

get in all the character development for its
characters, but some arcs by the end really
didn’t feel as fulfilled as the previous film.
A lot of good points were going for all the
Avengers, but not all of them felt satisfying
in the end. This is especially noted for the
new Avengers brought into the film, which
don’t get nearly enough lines or screen time
to warrant themselves as good characters.
But I think the acting from the main cast still
holds the film until the end, satisfying even
me.

As odd as it may sound, the action scenes
also didn’t feel as up to snuff with the previ-
ous film. There are plenty of good, creative
and well-shot action scenes in “Age of Ul-
tron,” but some felt a little too crowded with
the many heroes they tried to have in this
film, and some scenes got a little disoriented.
But the effects still complimented that and
the characters well. As I had hoped, the vil-

lain Ultron in this film looks amazing, along
with another big name android hero they
introduce later. Visually, “Age of Ultron”
feels like they polished up a bit from the last
film, but just needed some work in the edit-
ing department.

To some, “Age of Ultron” may feel clut-
tered, and the plot to some may even feel
choppy in areas and underdeveloped. When
you see Ultron’s master plan in this film,
even you might be shaking your head in
disbelief. But “Age of Ultron” makes good
enough use of its properties and characters to
deliver an incredibly entertaining two and a
half hours of superhero action.

Though it may not need saying, I defi-
nitely recommend seeing this film. Marvel
has itself another great chapter in its film
universe and though it may stumble we may
still invite ourselves in and love this great
superhero resurgence that keeps on giving.

In the midst of graduation, four-year Voice columnist reflects

Cristin Dempsey

Columnist

The strange yet fascinating thing about life
is that you can’t really plan it. It just, hap-
pens. And as I sit here writing to you one last
time, one week away from graduation, I want
you to know that that is a constant through-
out our entire lives. You will always be one
step behind from what life throws at you, and
it may seem difficult to keep up. But the trick
is to just go with it, to handle it gracefully
and professionally, good or bad. Because one
day, just when you thought you were getting
the hang of it, everything will change.

A blue bicycle. Some steps. The combina-
tion could be deadly. Well not really, more
like the combination could lead to stares
and “obviously, she’s a freshman.” That is
what I thought while sliding my way down
the steps in front of Rodli Hall, during a
crowded passing period, on my way to visit
a friend from high school. While obviously I
wish one of my first memories of college was
not biking down some stairs, letting out an
audible “wooooah!” as returning students en-
joyed watching a freshman be a mess, I just
remember that I had to learn somehow. Even
in the least ideal situation possible, I learned
my surroundings quickly, and realized that
I am only human. Because, you know, most
humans bike down stairs.

Now, you may be thinking: “So, what?

You were a stupid freshman. At least I only
wore my lanyard around my neck.” Well,
when I look back on the immense embarrass-
ment that I experienced, I realized that even
though I didn’t plan it, the experience gave
me a story to tell and a nice crash start to my
college career. Of course, this is due in part
that I largely avoided wearing my lanyard
around my neck, so I only suffered minimal
embarrassment.

Despite the embarrassing freshman mo-
ments, we all come into college having these
huge expectations, even if they are unrealis-
tic. We all want to get perfect grades, go on
many dates, get a boyfriend or girlfriend, and
at the end of it all, get our dream job. I am no
exception to these wishes; and I can tell you,
they did not all come true.

In fact, hardly any of them came true.
Even though the last few years have proved
well academically, it was not always like
that. I struggled in general education courses,
whether the subject was rough (math for
example) or the professor was less-than-im-
pressed with my writing style, even though
I judged it as the greatest thing I had ever
written.

Unless, of course, I had the unfortunate
experience of taking a math or science class
and fully planned that B- or C, the same
cannot be said for every class, even writ-
ing classes. Every average or terrible grade
I received on a paper led me to believe that
professional writing was the wrong major for
me. On more than one occasion, the unex-
pected bad grade led me to thinking seriously

about switching my major.

But so what? What other major would I
excel at and still have a chance at getting a
career in? Probably many, but I never seemed
to think of anything better than professional
writing. So, instead of taking the easy way
out and switching to an easier, less writing
intensive major, I tried my hand at keeping
up with life and just kept writing.

I didn’t know what was ahead of me, but
it got better and now I am graduating with
honors...in professional writing. So, just be-
cause one grade has got you feeling discour-
aged, don’t give up what you know you were
meant to do.

I feel like part of the reason why my
academic life at least improved is because
my maturity level went up pretty dramati-
cally over the last four years. I suppose I did
expect that; that is a huge part of college. But
what I didn’t plan was how it would change
my life, even in the course of four short
years.

While I didn’t lose my first friends at col-
lege, gaining maturity allowed me to also
branch out and not be afraid to meet new
people. What used to seem like a large, un-
familiar campus is now quite small, as I am
constantly waving to people I pass. People
come and go, and not every friend I made is
still or will remain in my life. But, I will re-
member everyone I met. We all went through
the college experience and encountered life’s
surprises, together.

Now that I am at the end of my college
career, | realize that it is expected of me by

some to have my life planned and figured
out. I have friends with jobs lined up, a wed-
ding planned, and an apartment to venture to
when it all takes off. I don’t have any of that;
while I have an idea of where I want to go, |
still don’t know exactly where I belong.

I admittedly sometimes feel like a failure
not having my post-college life set up and
ready to go, but it’s important to slow down
and realize that many other recent graduates
don’t know what they are doing either, and
that’s okay. At this point, I can’t plan my life,
I just need to see where I can go and what I
can get along the way.

On October 18,2011, I wrote my first
column. And on May 5, 2015, I wrote my
last. Did I plan to stick with the same column
all throughout college? Actually, no. Many
weeks, I experienced writer’s block: a hap-
hazardly thrown together jumble of words or
a complete loss of ideas. I planned several
times to take a break and gather my thoughts
and focus solely on my schoolwork. But
then I gave in and said, “well, I don’t know, I
might miss it, I guess.”

And now that I cannot return, I will miss
it. For four years, I walked the sidewalks
of this campus, and each of those weeks,

I wrote this column. It was just my life; I
thought nothing of it. And now everything

is about to change. But, I will still look back
at it, years from now, no idea what I would
have done without the opportunity to write to
the students, faculty and community of River
Falls.

Cartoon by Benjamin Heer
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URSCA event highlights students’ hard work

Brooke Brokaw
brooke.brokaw@my.uwrf edu

The spring Undergraduate Re-
search, Scholarly and Creative Ac-
tivity (URSCA) Day was held on
April 30, and showcased the work
of over 230 UW-River Falls under-
graduates.

“URSCA is all-encompassing
so that’s definitely where the un-
dergraduate research scholarly and
creative activity comes from. It al-
lows students from every discipline
on campus to conduct a research
project within their field of study,”
said URSCA Coordinator Elizabeth
Jordahl. “It highlights skills and lets
students do more hands-on learning
on high impact practices outside of
the classroom.”

Research at the event was repre-
sented through posters, short films,
art exhibits, PowerPoints, and in-
teractive displays which were pre-

sented to students, faculty, staff,
community members, alumni and
family of undergraduates.

“We love to see them all come.
That’s a big part of the research
process. It starts with finding your
project, finding your mentor, pick-
ing your topic but it ends with dis-
semination,” Jordahl said. “So they
haven’t officially completed until
they’ve presented their research.
So it’s a great way for them to pres-
ent their research and in such a big
way.”

According to students and staff
involved with URSCA, there are
many benefits including thinking
outside the box and gaining both
soft skills such as public speaking
but also hard skills of actually con-
ducting a research project.

“My involvement with URSCA
has been a very positive one,” said
sophomore physics student Elliot
Pachniak. “They provide the fund-

ing for the projects and we wouldn’t
be able to do half of the research
we do without them. They’re an
integral part of how we get things
done.”

Each year, new majors and proj-
ects are also highlighted. This year
Dance Theatre presented a live per-
formance, social work majors pre-
sented their senior thesis, and short
films which are usually only dis-
played on a large screen were also
shown on two smaller screens with
headphones.

In addition, new food items were
also available for taste testing in-
cluding a healthy cookie and new
ice cream flavors.

Junior theater arts student Josh
Gustafson created a short film ex-
ploring the differences between
Japanese and American horror. His
film was so impressive it even won
outstanding presentation at the UW
System Symposium.

“URSCA is an opening to show
what you’re made of, what you
know, and to have fun with it,”
Gustafson said.

Senior horticulture student Brit-
tany Rootes also presented a brand
new project not only to URSCA,
but to UWRF as well: the living
green wall.

“The project was on the impact
of the living green wall and seeing
how installing it, in a classroom, af-
fected student attitude, mood and
academics,” Rootes said.

In addition to presenting at UR-
SCA Day on campus, students are
also given the opportunity to attend
conferences around the country.
Recently, 82 students attended the
National Conference of Undergrad-
uate Research (NCUR) in Spokane,
Washington.

“Students were able to see speak-
ers, workshops, interactive presen-
tations, as well as present their own

research project and see the work of
their peers from across the nation,”
Jordahl said.

Jordahl also sees attending con-
ferences such as these as ben-
eficial because then other people
around the country will know about
UWRF’s program.

For students who maybe are not
sure if URSCA is right for them, ac-
cording to Rootes, there are a multi-
tude of benefits.

“Involvement boosts your re-
sume, and it looks excellent to em-
ployers,” Rootes said. “It also says
a lot about your character based on
patience, reliance and work on a
project. It teaches you a lot of skills
such as grant writing, poster cre-
ation, research methods and learn-
ing about other disciplines.”

For more information about UR-
SCA, go to www.uwrf.edu/UR-
SCA/.

Soils and crops team wins national championship

Rebecca Meidl
rebecca.meidl@my.uwrf.edu

This year the UW-River Falls crops and soils team took
home, for the second year in a row, first place nationally at
the North American Colleges and Teachers of Agriculture
(NACTA) judging competition.

Senior Logan Ahlers placed second and junior Nikki Stehr
placed third overall individually in the competition.

Crops and soils is a club that allows students to be more
active in their major.

When becoming an agriculture major, students can choose
an emphases either in crops, soils or sustainable agriculture.
They can meet others in their major and explore more than
what they learn in the classroom.

“Judging is a way to take all that knowledge you learn in
the classroom and apply it in a very hands-on competitive
team format,” said Coach Holly Dolliver, associate professor
of soil science and geology.

Ten students make up the team but only four of them can
compete. Although only four people can compete, all 10 stu-
dents practice and do all the classwork together. After the four
who can compete are chosen, another four are put on the al-
ternate team. The team was up against 15 other teams and 70
students.

Practicing for competitions, such as the NACTA, consists
of “feeling dirt,” according to Ahlers. But feeling dirt is a lot
more complicated than it sounds.

“Soil texturing, studying colors and how things are and why
they are,” Ahlers said.

The Student Voice will be
keeping you up-to-date this
summer on Twitter!

The soils and crops club trains for 10 weeks prior to the
competition, plus 10 or 15 weeks of class, then go through
focused training for 10 weeks and then the event. One thing
that is incredible about soils is that it varies state from state.

Although the soils and crops team head up a few days ear-
lier to the competition, the team is at a bit of a disadvantage
because back in Wisconsin the soil is frozen when the team
tries to practice, where as in southern states it’s not and they
can just go outside and practice.

The UWREF team has a lot of indoor practices by collecting
soils from all around and putting them in their indoor practice
lab and students then have a chance to look at different soils
even though its winter.

When it comes time for the competition, students are put
into a pit, a five to six foot hole in the ground that the students
stand in.

“We literally go into the hole and look at the wall,” Ahlers
said.

They aren’t asked questions about the dirt but they have to
state as much as they can about the dirt. Students need to be
able to analysis everything about that specific soil. They state
items such as structure, texture, what is it made of, how much
sand is in it, what’s the strength of it and finally they have to
state the suitability.

Suitability refers to if the soil is suitable to build a house or
to put a septic tank there or not. After that, they go through all
the interpretations of the characteristics.

“They do that for every single layer that is present,” Dol-
liver said.

The way that the judging works for the NACTA is by get-

ting points. In order to get points students must describe the
soil as best as they can and get as close as they can to the
actual answer or description of that specific soil. The judges,
who do this for a living, analyze the soil first then the students
must match as closely as possible to the judges. This competi-
tion consisted of 920 points.

Ahlers, the club’s public relations officer, was told about
the crops and soil club from many of his classes and joined the
club back when he was a sophomore. This year was his sec-
ond time competing and he took second overall in the judg-
ing, just missing first by one point.

Going into this competition, the biggest worry that Ahlers
had was that he had not done the homework on the area they
were going to. Last year, when he competed, he was thrown
for a loop because he had not seen the kind of soil he was
judging before.

“My biggest concern was not being able to do what I knew
I could do and what we all knew what we could do,” Ahlers
said.

Although this club is about learning and applying one’s
skills in the field, it’s more than just that.

“It’s just getting to know people and networking and the
resume builder because it’s really, really good on a resume,”
Ahlers said. “You can make friends in it and your friends are
[the] people you’re going to be in the field with and [the]
people you’re going to be in the same industry with down
the road.”

The soils and crops club is there to help further students
who want to go into agriculture but it’s not just for agriculture
majors; anyone from any department can join this club.

Thank you for another
great semester!

UW-River Falls Graduates!

Congratulations to all ~
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UWRF will not cut women’s golf and tennis

Sadie Horton

sadie.horton@my.uwrf.edu

With the proposed $300 million
budget cuts that were proposed by
Wisconsin Gov. Scott Walker loom-
ing over the UW System, everyone
is wondering what is going to hap-
pen.

One of the things that was pro-
posed as a possibility to help the
UW-River Falls athletics depart-
ment deal with these cuts was to
suspend a team (or two) and the two
teams that were discussed were the
women’s golf and tennis teams.

This possibility of losing a team
comes after the school lost the
swimming and diving team last
year.

There is a set process to suspend

or terminate an athletics team at
UWREF and part of that is having a
town hall meeting to discuss what
is going on so everyone can talk
about it.

Communication studies Assistant
Professor Grace Coggio is the chair
for the Faculty Senate Athletic
Committee and she said that after
the town hall meeting Chancellor
Dean Van Galen got a lot of emails
about the fact that the teams may be
cut which made him meet with ath-
letics representatives.

After the process was finished it
was decided that the golf and tennis
teams are not going to be cut.

“I’'m glad for the sake of the stu-
dents and the teams and for women,
that female opportunities for sports
was maintained at our university,

because I think that equality on this
issue is important and women have
worked hard for it and to just throw
it away is not a good idea,” Cog-
gio said. “So I'm glad we have this
equality that is maintained.”

There are still budget cuts that
UWREF is preparing for and there
are still a lot of ramifications that
are happening now and that are go-
ing to be happening, including the
athletic department.

“The reality is that we are facing
a budget shortfall, a huge cut and
cuts are happening everywhere,”
Coggio said. “We are losing facul-
ty, I know in our department classes
are getting larger, we can’t offer as
many classes as we used to because
they won’t give us new hires. I know
people who work in staff functions

or janitorial functions or adminis-
trative positions, people are losing
their jobs or if they haven’t already.
There are more cuts to come, this is
not a finished process.”

The process that decided wheth-
er the golf and tennis teams were
going to be suspended shows the
students that it is possible for their
voices to be heard on administra-
tive things or anything like this if
they try to have it heard.

“Yes, students really stood up
and got loud about this. Will they
stand up and get loud when certain
classes aren’t offered, when classes
start getting upward of 50 and 100
people in a class? So I love the pas-
sion and the momentum that was
started about two athletic teams but
my question to the students is will

you stand up when it is your aca-
demics that start getting affected?”
Coggio said. “Because $4.9 million
is a huge cut to absorb and some
decisions will need to be made so I
hope that students stay engaged and
speak up for their interests as they
did over golf and tennis but hard
decisions will need to be made and
just speaking up doesn’t necessarily
get you what you want. It’s a budget
and the money gives out at a certain
point.”

Students need to stay active with
the things happening on campus
and make sure they speak up when
they feel it is appropriate.

Softball team places second at WIAC tournament

Cooper Nelson

cooper.nelson@my.uwrf.edu

The sixth seeded UW-River Falls softball team was able
to reach the finals of the WIAC tournament, before losing to
UW-Whitewater and receiving second place.

The team ended the season with a 23-22 overall record and
a 7-10 record in the WIAC conference.

The Falcons faced off against the number one seeded UW-
Eau Claire Blugolds in the tournament’s first game. The Fal-
cons were able to pull off the upset with a 1-0 victory.

Senior Abbie Morris batted in the Falcons’ only run of the

game with a solo home run in the first inning. Senior Brooke
Lauritzen pitched the seven-inning shutout to get the win for
the Falcons. Head Coach Faye Perkins said that being the
lower seed may have helped the team.

“When you come in seeded number six, I think you have
everything to gain and nothing to lose,” Perkins said. “There
was no pressure on the team, we were just glad to be there.”

Next up, the Falcons faced up against UW-La Crosse and
lost 9-6. Then the Falcons beat UW-Stout with a final score
of 14-2.

In the semifinal game, the Falcons beat UW-Oshkosh 3-2
in the bottom of the eighth inning, when freshman infielder
Callie Looft hit in the game-winning run.

The championship game against Whitewater was the last
game of Perkins’ career as head coach. Perkins has coached
the Falcons for 22 of the last 27 seasons and it was an emo-
tional experience for her.

“It was tough but it was better knowing we had made it to
the championship game,” Perkins said. “It was a great way to
cap off my career.”

The Falcons had a few players that were acknowledged with
awards from the conference. Morris and sophomore outfielder
Katie Thompson were both awarded with all-conference se-
lections. Lauritzen received honorable mention.

Lauritzen was selected as the team’s most valuable player.
Morris and Thompson were the Falcon offensive players of
the year. Senior catcher Amber O’Connell was the defensive
player of the year. Senior outfielder Kati Stodolka received
the most dedicated award and freshman outfielder Aiyana
Ledwein received the most improved and inspirational spirit
award.

When Perkins looks back at her career she is all smiles and
is grateful that UWRF gave her the opportunity to coach the
team.

She said that she is hoping to stay involved with the team,
but said that it is time for a new coach to build their own
legacy at UWREF, and she wishes them the best of luck with
the softball team.

Perkins also mentioned that it was very poetic that the soft-
ball field that she helped get built early in her career is being
torn down and a new one is being built with the Falcon Center
project for the new coach.

“I feel fortunate that I’ve been able to coach here for 22 of
the last 27 years,” Perkins said. “It has been a fantastic career
here at UWRF. I want to thank everybody for just making
this such a great ride at UWRF. I couldn’t of ask for anything
better.”

Kathy M Helgeson/University Communications

Senior Brooke Lauritzen pitches against UWN-Oshkosh. Lauritzen was selected as team MVP this week.

Two UW-Riuver Falls student-athletes set school
records at WIAC track and field championships

Derin Loe

derin.loe@my.uwrf.edu

The UW-River Falls men’s and
women'’s track and field teams com-
peted at the WIAC Outdoor Cham-
pionships on May 1-2 in La Crosse,
Wisconsin.

The championships took place
over two days where both the men
and women had good performances
on each side. The men were led by
two strong performances from ju-
nior David Paynotta and senior Jor-
dan Crockett.

Paynotta continued his impres-
sive streak of performances by
breaking the school record in the
100-meter dash with a time of
10.34. The time helped him place

second in the event. Paynotta also
placed third in the 200-meter dash
with a time of 21.22, which was a
season best for him in the event.
Paynotta knew before the event that
he had to perform at his very best
in order to do well at the champion-
ships.

“I did know that I would have to
run personal best times to do well at
the meet,” Paynotta said. “Our con-
ference is the best Div. III confer-
ence in the nation. There are a num-
ber of sprinters from our conference
that are going to be participating in
this year’s national meet.”

Paynotta was not the only one
who broke a school record at the
WIAC Outdoor Championships.
Crockett broke the school record

in the 200-meter dash with a time
of 20.94. The time helped Crockett
place second in the event. Crockett
also placed seventh in the 100-me-
ter dash. For Crockett, breaking the
school record was an example of
his hard work paying off.

“Before the season began I set
some goals for myself and one
of them was to hit a time in the
200-meter dash of 21.3,” Crockett
said. “Which I accomplished this
weekend. As a senior it is a great
feeling to see all of my hard work
and dedication payoft.”

Junior Daniel Borash and junior
Matt Griffin both had season-best
times at the meet. Borash placed
sixth with a season-best time in
the 5000-meter run with a time of

15:32.54. Griffin placed fourth in
the 400-meter hurdles with a season
best time of 54.59.

Sophomore Sherahlynn Link-
ert had the best finish out of all
the women. She placed fifth in the
400-meter hurdles with a time of
1:04.37.

The women’s 4x100-meter relay
team placed sixth with a time of
49.38. The team consisted of Link-
ert, freshman Angie Reed, sopho-
more Grace Curran and freshman
Jacinta Roggenbuck.

Junior Nicole Manteuffel placed
eighth in the high jump with a leap
of 5-2 1/2 which was a season-best
leap for her.

“I think that my team performed
to the best of their ability,” Linkert

said. “Everyone knew that this was
the time to shine and to show their
hard work off from the training we
have been doing since the begin-
ning. To compete at the WIAC is a
great experience.”

Both the men and women placed
eighth at the meet. The men had
a score of 41 1/3 points while the
women finished with 16 1/3 points.

The Falcons had two individuals
who were named to the WIAC All-
Sportsmanship team. Senior Anna
Reimer and junior Matt Pechacek
both were named to the team during
the meet.

The men’s and women’s track
and field teams will compete in the
UW-La Crosse Eagle Open on May
8.
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Spring 2015 UW-River Falls graduates

Acre-Kendall, Landon Andres
Adam, Christopher Michael
Addyman, Scott D
Aeschliman, Laura Diamond
Agee-Aguayo, Joseph Robert
Agnes, Vanessa Brooke
Ahmann, Dylan Joseph
Aho, Amy Beth
Ahrenholz, Victoria Christine
Aiken, Stephen Myles
Andersen, Bria Kay
Anderson, Courtney Ann
Anderson, Jacob Quentin
Anderson, Katelyn Elizabeth
Anderson, Kelly Mae
Anderson, Michelle Kate
Anderson, Perry James
Anderson, Ryan Elgin
Anderson, Samantha Marie
Anderson, Tyler Jay
Anderson-Smolinski, Marie Louise
Andreq, Sherri L
Andrus, Jaclynn Noel
Anklam, Jane Hansen
Asadi, Shirin
Asp, Dylan Montgomery
Asplin, Taylor Marie
Atneosen, Monica Kay
Auchterlonie, Hollie Lynn
Aukes, Kelly Marie
Aune, Heather Marlaine
Baecker, McKenzie Ann
Baer, Emma Anne
Baert, Janice Marilyn
Bailey, Michele
Balder, Emily Grace
Ballantine, Elspeth Pearson
Ballard, Nathaniel Conroy
Ballman, Anna Marie
Ballman, Stacy Ann
Banda, Alyssa Sue
Banitt, Jessica Lauree
Barden, Jesse Ketih
Barnier, Caitlin Elizabeth
Bartholomew, Lynn Marie
Bartkey, Olivia Delores
Baty, David Dean
Baver, Kaitlyn B
Bauermeister, Travis Alan
Baumeister, S. Kay
Baumgarten, Kurt
Beam, Jesse Daniel
Beasley, Emma Catherine
Becker, Amy Katherine
Bee, Mary Amanda
Beeksma, Carissa Hope
Beeskow, Brad Scott
Beethe, Nadina Caroline
Behling, Ryan Robert
Belt, Robert Morton
Belt, Ryan Wayne
Bendeich, Leah Marie
Berget, Jordan
Berman, Taylor Jay
Beskau, Jaime Margaret
Beth, Kevin Patrick
Biczkowski, Evan James
Bierwerth, Paul C
Bijoch, Stephanie
Bina, Lauren Elizabeth
Bjorklund, Shannon Elizabeth
Bjurquist, Mitchell Leroy
Blom, Trevor Andrew
Bloomquist, Erik Syvert
Bock, Brandon Nicholas
Bodart, Courtney Lynn
Boe, Joshua
Boening, Christine Louise
Bohnhoff, Ruth Joanna
Bonde, Christopher David
Bonney, Britany Catherine
Bonte, Kailey Alice
Bonte, Tara Sue
Booth, John Edward
Borgardt, Tim
Bormett, Jessica Kathleen
Borst, Kyle Steven
Boss, Alissa Catherine
Boss, Kristina Stephanie
Brandt, Cassandra Lynn
Brecher, Robert Lee
Breitmun, Molly Genevieve
Bremness, Taylor William
Brettingen, Erik William
Briola, Tyler Isaiah
Broeske, Nicolette Hope
Brooks, Michelle Lynn
Brouwer, Timothy
Brown, Eric
Brown, Greg Darrel
Brown, Savannah Sage
Brudzinski, Peter James
Brummund, Chloe Lynn
Brunshidle, Michelle
Buchanan, Hayley Crystal
Buege, Kathryn Margaret
Bugar, Seth Taylor
Bugni, Dominic Richard
Bull, Molly Susan
Burggraff, Karis Michele
Burk, Amanda Nicholle
Burkhow, Sadie Joyce
Butler, Alicia Lynn
Butterbrodt, Lisa Lorel
Caradine-Walker, DeMarcia
Carl, Brittany Jean
Carlos, Hannah Rose
Carlson, Kevin Richard
Carlson, Travis Mitchell
Casey, Kalyn Rae
Cavalheiro, Gustavo Jose
Cederstrom, Kendall Marie
Cerjak, Michael Joseph
Cerza, Regan Marie
Chapeau, Allison Ruth
Chapin, Samantha Jean
Chapman, Ann Donna
Chapman, Helen Lois
Charneski, Laura Rose
Cheever, Emily Elizabeth
Chen, Nina
Chicos, Megan
Chou, Chia Yu
Chous, Julia Marie
Christensen, Maggie AnnMarie
Christianson, Jordan Mark
Clark, Annah Cristina
Coleman, Jody
Conant, Megan Marie
Condon, Katelin Ann
Connelly, Ryan John
Cook, Jenna Corinne
Cook, Paige Mackenzie
Coopman, Jameson Charles
Cournoyer, Mark Richard
Croll, Walter Charles
Croteau, Ashley Marie
Crusing, Jordan
Culpepper, Caitlin
Cunningham, LeAnne Michelle
Currier, Danielle Marie
Curtis, Brandt Walker
Cushing, Corey Chase
Czech, Michael Hunter
Czubakowski, Miranda Leslie
D’Ambrosio, Jessica Lynn
Dahlke, Rebecca Ann

Dammann, Becky Sue
Davig, Grace Susanne
Daws, Rebecca
Daws, Tealie
DeCaster, Alexis Lyn
DeCoster, Marlie June
Delong, Jacob Anthony
DeRose, Elinore Christine
DeVries, Sam Gilbert
Dempsey, Cristin Michelle
Deneys, Tamara Lynn
Denison, Colter James
Denzer, Steven Joseph
Derksen, Carolyn Therese
Desch, Sam Charles
Dettmering, Haley Jo
de Weever, Naomi Carina
Dhawan, Evangeline S E
Dick, Jacob Gordan Ronald
Dicke, Shylina Marie
Dietmeier, Katherine Nicole
Dietrich, Robert William
Diokpo, Gnahoua Serges
Domka, Courtney Ann
Donahue, Tess Marie
Donegan, Madison Ann
Dooley, Aaron Robert
Dopkins, Cody Allen
Doran, Anna Marie
Dorn, Chanyn Jo
Dorn, Katy Jo
Doten, Nicholas Michael
Doyle, Jackelyn Hailey
Doyle, Lauren Mackenzie
Doyle, Miriam Kathleen
Drews, Adam Collin
Drinkman, Roxanne Marie
Drussell, Danielle Sandy
Duellman, Jessica Lynn
Duggan, James Patrick
Duncan, Alexander William
Duvor, James Edem
Dwyer, Logan C
Dykes, Danielle Kristine
Eberlin, Britni
Eckert, Jeremy
Eckert, Jonas Race
Eckstein, Kelsey Joanne
Edd, Elizabeth
Edman, Austen Higgins
Egan, Matthew James
Eggimann, Joseph William
Einberger, Lauren Marie
Eiynck, Marcia Lynn
Ekenberg, Krysten Anne
Ekman, Jay William
Elles, Kristina Ann
Ellis, Jarred Kent
Elsenpeter, Jennifer Lynn
Elzy, Jacob Adam
Emerson, Eric Steven
Emery, Erica Ellyn
Engel, Zeth Alan
Engeldinger, Kelly Shanon
Engen, Kaylyn Molecule
Espanet, Scott
Everhart, Carmella Moracco
Evert, Kimberly Rose
Falgren, Brianna Marie
Faull, Tabatha Elaine
Faye, Lucy
Felipe, Shaun
Ferden, Erik
Fernandes, Natalia Schiller
Ferrier, Drew
Feucht, Karyn Luverne
Feuerhelm, Brady Alan
Feuerhelm, Kody Matthew
Fillion, Jessica R
Filo, Jake Michael
Finger, Caitlin Amalia
Finger, Samantha Jo Lynn
Finke, April Kay
Finn, Brennan Thomas
Fischer, Shannon Elizabeth
Fisher, Shaun
Fitzgerald, Caitlin Marie
Flaatten, Greg Alan
Ford, Daniel Jonathon
Ford, Joy Elizabeth
Ford, Matthew Daniel
Forrest, Sara Kay
Forthun, Emily Morgan
Fosse, Matthew Charles
Fowler, Nicole Marie
Fox, Courtney Ann
Fox, Jacob Michael
Fox, Lauren Jean
Fox, Robert Brian
Franciosi, Natalie Adalina
Francis, James Paul
Franco, Angelica
Fraser, Kristen Marie
Frazier, Caryn Elizabeth
Freidhof, Jenessa Suzanne
French, Amy J
Froemming, Gina Louise
Frolek, Katina Marie
Fulmer, Kaitlin M
Furst, Teresa Marie
Gabbey, Stephanie
Gagliardi, Peter Hays
Gangz, Alicia Lynn
Gartner, Kaitlyn Ann
Gaudes, Leah Margaret
Geddes, Amanda Ann
Gelhaye, Julian Robert
George, Ryan
Germer, Stephanie Claire
Getschel, Brett Douglas
Getty, Samuel James
Giebel, Dylan James
Gilbertson, Christy Anna
Glaus, Dylan Richard
Glenz, Tamara Jean
Gochenour, Rachel Ann
Goeldi, Nathaniel Peter
Goette, Alissa
Goire, Jazmin C
Golla, Casey Lon
Gorman, Gabrielle Laraine
Graetz, Taryl Lynn
Grammond, Lauren
Green, Joshua James
Greenwaldt, Maren
Greseth, Mark H
Grosskopf, Emily Suzanne
Gubrud, Amanda N
Gullickson, Britini Kay
Gullickson, Samuel Barry
Gunderson, Amy D
Haag, Austin Paul
Haas, Jacob Robert
Haase, Tara Alyssa
Hable, Courtney Louise
Hage, Lyndsay Marya
Hakes, AshLeigh Shaya
Halama, Katelyn Marie
Hale, Holly Lynn
Hall, Traci Ann
Hallas, Justin David
Hallen, Krista Lynn
Halverson, Blake Astin

Halvorson, Madeline Kathryn

Hames, Joseph William
Hammel, Miranda Nicole
Hancock, Emily Jung

Hanenburg, Marcus Elroy
Hansen, Brittany Jo
Hansen, Carissa Ann
Hansen, Megan
Hanson, Avalon Jae
Harder, Elizabeth
Harein, Michael Albert
Harmston, Madilyne Drew
Harrington, Katie Lea
Harris, Christine Marie
Harris, Felicia Carol
Harris, Joseph Andrew
Harris, Tia M
Harrison, Derek Anthony
Harrison, Tyler Marie
Harry, Robert Donald
Hart, Laura Havilah
Hartman, Karrie Elizabeth
Haskey, Angela Nicole
Hattouni, Andrea Lynn
Haugen, Rebecca
Hawkins, Sarah Kay
Hawkinson, Erin Alicia
Hayford, Natalie
Hayle, Brennen Michael
Haynes, Riley Gibson
Hazard, Kelly
Healy, Jaquelyn Judith
Heidemann, Kaylin
Heise, Jessica Ann
Helgerson, Erik
Henderson, Ryan Luther
Herber, Lindsay Elizabeth
Herbison, Blake Edward
Herzog, Elizabeth Ann
Hieb, Bridget
Highland, Christine Mary
Hill, Austin Jacob
Hillman, Benjamin Joseph
Hines, Kayla Sierra
Hinz, Olivia
Hodges, Lindsay Kay
Hofer, Kathryn Ann Jeanette
Hoff, Diana Nicole
Hoffman, Ashley Eleda
Holt, Sierra Kjerstine
Honda, Nicholas
Horacek, Sabrina Marie
Horvath, Andrew William Gerard
Hotujec, Stephanie Ann
Howerton, Camille Nicole
Huber, Dustin Thomas
Hudson, Kelsey Marie
Huffman, Andrew Michael
Hughes, Natalie Marie
Humes, Douglas B
Hunt, Cory Robert
Huppert, Blake Roberts
Huppert, Carol L
Huppert, Rebecca J
Huset, Emma Martin
Hutton, Ashley
Hwang, Joomin
Hyde-Olson, Bryan Christopher
Iverson, Kirsten Elizabeth
Jaborek, Jacob Raymond
Jacobson, Melanie Christine
Jambor, Cameron Haslund
Jannett, Chelsea Lynn
Jannetto, Danielle Nicole
Jarocki, Matthew Adam
Jensen, Jacob Dillon
Jensen, Thomas Benjamin
Jochim, Tracy A
Johnsen, Erik Michael
Johnson, Anna
Johnson, April Elaine
Johnson, Ashley Marie
Johnson, Ashley Marie
Johnson, Ayobola Adebayo
Johnson, Bethany Josine
Johnson, Blake Leon
Johnson, Dylan Cole
Johnson, Emily Marie
Johnson, Page Kristine
Jolly, Akil
Jones, Holly Ann
Jones, Trevor Alexander
Jorgenson, Danielle Alaina
Kage, Amanda Rae
Kahoun, Kathryn Irene
Keahiolalo, Briana
Kearns, Shelby Lee
Keller, Rebekka Rose
Kelly, David Michael
Kelly, Justin Gregory
Kelly, Morena L
Kemper, Joseph Kipling
Kenealy, Jamie Anne
Kennedy, Anthony Michael
Kerkow, Blake Ryan
Khalar, Brady
Kieffer, Elizabeth Ann
Kieffer, Nicholas Scott
Kiehne, Amy Suzanne
Kiester, Kasandra Ann
Kim, Gey Jung
Kinderman, Hope Alexandra
King, Harrison James
Kisch, Sirena Nicole
Kitsembel, Emma Elizabeth
Kittel, Kyle Duane
Kittell, Morgan Melissa
Klamm, Rachel Marie
Klanderman, Emily Ann
Klatt, Brady Joseph
Klecker, Christine Elizabeth
Klemmensen, Rachel Lynn
Klimek, Hannah Rose
Klisch, Erin Joy
Kloos, Abigail Delores
Kluza, Jacob Allen
Knopps, Rachel Elizabeth
Knospe, Jeremy S
Knutson, Aimee Jean
Knutson, Lacy
Knutson, Lexi Elizabeth
Kocon, Emily Ann
Kohl, Julie
Kohl, Samantha Jean
Kolstad, Kyle Allan
Konen, Hayley Marie
Kostello, Lauren Nicole
Kraemer, Skylar Alysse
Kramer, Rebecca Ann
Kranz, Mike R
Krause, Janet Marie
Kroells, Michelle Marie
Krueger, Ashton Marie
Kruse, Amanda Jean
Kruse, Brittney Rene
Kubichek, Abigail Rose
Kuhn, Emily Rose
Kulow, Carson William James
Kurtz, Jordan Alexandra
Kyllo, Victoria Holly
LaCasse, Kayla Jan
Lagrander, Clinton Ronald
Landsberger, Alyssa Nicole
Langman, Kaitlyn Raye
Larcom, Jessica Kay
Larsen, Andy Thomas
Latch, Donald Kyle
Lauritzen, Brooke Mary
LeTourneau, Olivia Rose
Lebo, Christopher James
Lee, Alyssa Mariah

Lee, Cheng Yen
Lee, Katherine Susan
Lee, See
Lehman, Alyson
Lehman, Danielle Marie
Leibel, Kari Ann
Leiby, Christine Joy
Leininger, Andrew Richard
Lelei, Francina Kathleen
Lemmer, Benjamin John
Lenius, Alyssa Rae
Lenk, Jamie Anne
Lennox, Catherine Marie
Lentz, Ashley Marie
Levash, Monique Erin
Levendusky, Jacqueline Anne
Lewis, Kyle Allen
Lewis, Maureen Elizabeth
Li, Jiaxin
Liang, Yu-Sheng
Liend, Jeremiah Tavis
Lind, Andrew Joseph
Linder, Heidi Lynn
Litecky, Elsa Marie
Litecky, Jake Robert
Litman, Danielle Marie
Liv, Yuhang
Lockard, Allissa Anne
Logan, Kaitlyn Marie
Loncar, Katelyn Joy
Lor, Vue
Losey, Courtney Lynne
Lotz, Allison Joy
Lou, Xin
Lowell, Crysta Lynn
Lowery, Katelyn Sophia
Luedtke, Maren
Luing, Sarah Elizabeth
Lundstrom, Andrea Lee
Lynch, Megan Kathleen
Lynn, Meghan Kathleen
Macomber, Bridget Rose
Madden, Jennifer Leahy
Magill, Jacqueline Brittany
Majeed, Raishma Yasmine
Malchow, Peter Michael
Malean, Shirley Renee
Mallory, Nicole Marie
Malone, Bryan J
Mamadjonova, Saida Olimovna
Manor, Alyssa Jeanette
Marchetti, Kristina Caitlin
Marshall, Lisa Noel
Martin, Lucas Kevin
Marty, Tessa Lee
Masel, Celia Jennie
Massman, Melissa Marie
Mattison, Katie
Matzek, Kellie Jo
McCabe, Rachel Lynn
McCluskey, Steven
McCoy, Michaela Mariegerise
McDaniels, Andrea Patricia
McDonald, Gillian Jo
McEvoy, Carson Michael
McFarland, Erin Angeline
McFarland, Kelly Jo
McFee, Mallory Amber
McGinn, Colin Patrick
McGinn, Maiti Clare
McKibben, Shane Daniel
McNamara, Shannon Alanna
Mccann, Lauren Lee
Mcdonald, Brittany Nichole
Mediger, Abigail Rae
Mei, Ben Wei
Meixelsperger, Kyle Thomas
Mendoza, Gustavo Junior
Meng, Ronald
Merritt, Lacey Nicole
Messner, Rachelle Lee
Meyer, Amanda Danielle
Meyer, Amelia J
Meyer, Ashley Marie
Meyer, Carson Jane
Meyer, Emily Colleen
Meyer, Marissa
Meyers, Spencer Lee
Michel, Drew Donald
Middlemiss, Stephen Derek
Middleton, Shawna Grace
Milks, Rebekah Lynn
Miller, Emily Marie
Miller, Jessica L
Miller, Kent Richard
Miller, Matthew Robert
Minder, Summer Marelaina
Minor, Samuel Allen
Miranda, Briana Elena
Miske, Lisa Maureen
Mitchan, Nicole Kelly
Marie Mitchell, Amy Lee
Moldenhauer, Jacob
Mark Monson, Laura E
Mooney, Mariah Caitlin
Moore, Megan Elizabeth
Morois, Amy Catherine
Morris, Jessica Lynn Marie
Mueller, Summer Joy
Mullinax, Kelly Marie
Mullins, Ryan Allen
Munns, Emily Claire
Murphy, Molly Jo
Murry, Joy
Musbach, Martin Robert
Musselman, Melissa Alana
Mustapha, Adenike Sidika
Myers, Nicole Danielle
Nagberi, Ebitimi
Neby, Scott Daniel
Nellermoe, Nicole Kathryn
Nelson, Arielle Elizabeth
Nelson, Daniel John
Nelson, Dylan Christopher
Nelson, Emily Marie
Nelson, Gradon Everal
Nerby, Katie Jo
Nesbitt, Amber Marie
Nettleton, Renee
Neuser, Jeffrey Patrick
Newman, Ellysa Mary
Newman, Jenna Marie
Nguyen, Thu Lam
Nicholds, Bethany Rae
Nickel, Megan Ruth Ann
Niemczyk, Allison
Niesen, Corie Ann
Nigatu, Ayoub Tadesse
Nihart, Zachary Michael
Nollan, Mike Christopher
Nooyen, Jeffrey Robert
Nordland, Brittany Ellen
Novey, Brandon Lee
O’Connell, Amber
O’Connor, Caitlin McCoy
O'Leary, Rachel Beth
O’Neil, Joshua Robert
O'Ryan, Shannen Marie
Ocakland, Kathryn
Ohlrogge, Brittney Kay
Okeleye, Cynthia Olayinka
Olson, Allie Marie
Olson, Erik Philip
Olson, Erin
Olson, Heather Marie
Olson, Karen Grace
Olson, Rachel Marie

Onegin, Irina Y
Ononiwu, Chukwunyere
Orfei, Stephanie Frances

Ormiston, Anne Catherine
Ortit, Christina Ellen
Osoba, Sikiru Olawale
Osterberg, Amy Christine

Ott, Lucas John
Otto, Kimberly Roxanne
Overaker, Melissa Ann

Pabst, Ashley Jeanne

Pagel, Michael J

Pagel, Robin

Pajtash, Arianna

Paradis, Kamuran Fatma
Paris, Hailey Elizabeth
Patzke, Daniel George

Paulson, Ryan Gene
Pauly, John M
Payant, Joseph Cody
Pedersen, Tracy Catherine
Perlt, Nickolaus Paul
Peters, Ezekial Martin
Petersen, Leah Marie
Peterson, Alexandra Rae
Peterson, Erin Nicole
Peterson, Matthew Charles
Peterson, Melissa Ann
Peterson, Morgan Ruth
Peterson, Samantha Rae
Pettis, Kayla Marie
Pezon, Brianna Marie

Pfeifer, Randall Joseph

Phillippi, Michael Thomas
Pingel, Aaron William
Pippel, Deaven Jacob
Plantikow, Kaylee Mae
Pluger, Lindsay Seema
Pogreba, Tawna Jean

Polster, Ashley Elizabeth

Pope, Aaron Joseph

Porten, Benjamin James
Potter, Jared Micheal
Prchal, Benjamin John
Probst, Madison Alise

Pues, Nicholas D

Radle, Logan Mark

Ramberg, Dakota Vivian
Ramsay, Daniel James

Randall, Morgan Cecelia

Rarick, Alexa Marie

Rasmussen, Laura Jane
Raverty, Jeremy William
Reberg, Anthony John

Reckard, Nathan
Reckner, Tanika Shanel
Reed, Kayla Lynne
Reichert, Emily Rose
Reierson, Erica Lynn
Reimer, Anna Beatrice

Reinbold, Daniel Joseph
Rengel, Samuel John
Rhyner, Rachel Renee
Richmond, John Wayne

Ricketts, Benjamin
Ridley, Gregory Stephan
Riedell, Samuel Wade
Riel, Dominic Josef
Riihinen, Beth Ann
Rivard, Derek Jerome
Roberts, Paige Alene
Rodewald, Eric Thomas
Rodriguez, James Michael
Roettger, Robert Gilbertson
Rohland, Amy Elizabeth
Romanowski, Sarah Marie
Romportl, Anna Frances
Ronquillo, Alyssa Marianna
Rootes, Brittany
Roque, Hugo Eugene
Roshell, Susan Marie
Ross, Trevor Axel
Roth, Rachel
Roth, Shelby May
Rothbauer, Amanda Jean
Ruberg, Brooke Renae
Ruble, Paul Hunter
Ruhr, Kathryn Emily Louise
Rules, Sarah Marie

Runnoe, Mary Geneva
Russell, Brittany Marie
Russell, Zachary John

Ryu, JiYeon
Sallman, Marianna D
Samuel, Mitchell Tyler
Sandmire, Austin Craig
Sanford, Carol Ann
Schadeck, Kelly Lynn

Schaetzl, Nicole-mary C
Simonson, Kristin Nora

Scheller, David Michael

Schenk, Kelly Anne
Schifsky, Stephanie Mikal
Schiller-Haglin, Roberta S
Schilling, Cassandra Leigh
Schloesser, Trevor Richard
Schlotte, Jamison
Schmit, Gina Lee
Schmitt, Derrick John
Schmitt, Mariah Therese
Schmitt, Nancy Christine
Schmitz, Micheal R.
Schneider, Peter Craig
Schofield, Taylor Elizabeth
Schopper, Kimberly Ann
Schroeder, Emily Nicole
Schuenke, Michael Wayne
Schuerman, Nicole Lynn
Schuett, Dawn Joy
Schullo, Mason Joseph
Schultz, Jeremy James
Schuman, Katie Jo
Schutz, Erin Nicole
Seaborg, Meghan Kathryn
Seamans, Megan Rae

Seehafer, Alisha Kayleen
Segraves, Tyler Conner
Sehloff, Joel Zachary
Seltz, Katherine Anne
Seppelt, Katie Marie

Seurer, Dylan John
Sharlow, Danielle Elizabeth
Shaver, Amy Marie
Shipman, Bethani
Shonkwiler, Nathaniel Schoen
Shull, Jennifer Lynn
Shultheis, Eric Joseph

Siegle, Hailey Morgan
Siegmund, Melissa L
Sipiorski, Trace Robert

Slaikeu, Kayla Ann
Slavik, Amy Jean

Slezewski, Hannah Clare
Slind, Mitchell Edward
Slivicke, Lucas Mathew

Slotty, Keith A

Smethers, Wade Vernon
Smith, Alyssa Marie
Smith, Gina Marie
Smith, Kelsey Anne
Soderquist, Maria Carol
Solberg, Stephanie Manda
Sorensen, Tori Lynn

Souder, Taylor
Southward, Dana Marie
Sowden, Elizabeth Dawn

Sperry, Matthew Alan

Stake, John Connor
Stalker, Natasha Marie
Stankevitz, Emily Lindsay

Stapf, Sherilyn Alyssa
Starkson, Amber Renee
Stehr, Nikki Jean

Stejskal, Emily Ann
Stevens, Morgan Leigh
Stippel, Morgan Kathleen

Stohlberg, Michele A
Stolte, Elizabeth Catherine
Stoneburg, Sarah Ann
Storbakken, Jemma Rose
Strand, Mara

Strebe, Adam Edwin

Streich, Molly Marie
Stuhr, Zachary Donald

Stuttgen, Cortni Marie
Stuttgen, Jessica Lynn
Subasic, Dzenita
Sullivan, Logan Joseph
Sundgaard, Aaron Joseph
Sundstrom, Shanna Jonele
Suter, Jessica Lynn
Swan, Sarah Ann
Swanson, Mikayla Marie
Swenson, Allison Paige
Swenson, Joshua Lee
Sweval, Kaite Marie
Szymanski, Caroline Rebecca
Tacheny, Holly Marie
Tackman, Vanessa Iris
Tammes, William
Tarnutzer, Kasey Lynn
Tarpinian, Jonathan Steven
Tauchen, Samuel Lee
Tavernier, Rebekah Lynn
Taylor, Michael James
Teresinski, Karriann Elise
Tester, Bryan Michael
Thao, Kia
Theis, Jean Margaret
Thole, Joshua C

Thompson, Danelle
Thorvaldson, Erin Lynn
Thraen, Rebecca Louise

Tibbitts, Ryan Alan
Ticknor, Leah Caroline

Tietz, Zachary Joseph
Till, David Ross

Tilson, Adam Oen

Timblin, Emily Louise
Tomasko, Briton Cache
Torbenson, Cheryl Lynn
Trattles, Courtney Lauren

Trenary, Alex John
Treuenfels, Amara Helen
Trickey, Samantha Marie

Trimner, David Scott

Turek, Aaron Joseph

Tuthill, Jack Ryan
Twedten, Rachel Ann
Tyler, Kammren Milan

Udeh, Emmanuel |
Udenberg, Anna Kristine
Urman, Aaron Douglas
Ursin, Kendal Katherine
Utzman, Hannah Eileen

Valadez, Luis Angel
Van Deurzen, Karla D
Van Rossum, Lea Marie

VanDerSchaegen, Devin Lei
Vanden Wymelenberg, Hannah
Vang, Christopher
Vang, Julie
Vang, Julie
Vang, Meng
Vatnsdal, Emily Marie
Vaught, Gretchen Marie
Verbraken, Tonya Marie
Vieth, Logan Benjamin
Vine, Maxwell Jay
Vircks, Amber Lynn
Vonrueden, Mary Clarice
Vruwink, Erik Edward
Vukelich, Emily

Wacek, Mark Allen

Wagner, Georgia Louise
Wagner, John
Wagner, Lauren
Waldera, Brett Marcus
Walter, Darla M
Ward, Darren Lee
Warner, Rogena June
Warren, Emily Kathryn
Waitts, Helen R

Weber, Alyssa Jean
Weber, Anne Kathleen
Weber, Jacob Thomas
Weed, Shannon Marie
Wegwerth, Jennifer Jean
Weight, Amanda Jean

Weinfurter, Zachary Allan
Weisbrod, Melinda Claire
Weise, Bethany Fay
Weisenbeck, Jared Michael
Welle, Jordan Jo
Wells, Nathan James
Wenig, Ariel Lynne
Wenz, Eric John

Weringa, Derek Lee
Werner, John Frederick
Weyek, Brett Jonathan

Whetstone, Patricia Marie

White, Phillip James

Whittaker, Scott Douglas
Wickstrom, Eric
Widgren, Kaylene Anne
Wiger, Chelsea Nicole
Wikstrom, Austin Douglas
Will, Samantha Mary
Willaby, Lindsay Leigh
Willfahrt, Kyle Alan
Williams, Jamie Lynn
Willson, Lance Louis
Wilson, Jessica Marie

Wilson, Katie Ann

Wilson, Katie Sue
Wingert, Daren William
Wittmus, Taylor Teddy

Wocken, Alexander James

Wolfe, Cody James

Wolfgram, Caleb David
Wollberg, Danielle Louise
Wood, Lauren Taylor

Wright, Abigail Etta

Wright, Rebecca Jean
Wubker, Nicole Lynn
Wouestenhagen, Nikkole Kathryn
Wyandt, Nichole Elyssa
Xiong, Lia
Xu, Ming
Yang, Mai Nhoua
Yang, Pheng

Yelk, Anton Makoke
Young, Joshua Francis
Zanton, Stephen Simon

Zenk, Katie Lynn
Zimitsch, Sarah Marie
Zimmerman, Nicholas Martin
Zimprich, Bailey Patricia
Zurbriggen, Matthew
Zwiefelhofer, Eric Matthew

Congratulations
UWRF graduates!
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